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January 11, 2015 THE BAPTISM OF JESUS: HEAVENLY COLONIZATION

MARK 1.9-11
The baptism of Jesus reveals the fact that God’s plan to re-unite heaven and earth so that they share the same
life/culture is being accomplished in Christ Jesus and his people.

 Heavens are “ripped open.” Historical events. God is the Author of history gives these events deep significance as
he ties history together in Christ.

Begin with Isaiah. Mark has already referenced him in 1.2-3. Isaiah’s themes–esp. ch. 64–seem to echo in this text

Isaiah 40–66 = comfort for the people of God who are going into exile (prophesied in 1–39). 

Isa 63: The day of YHWH is coming; a day in which YHWH will tread the winepress alone to make wine, which is a
cup of salvation for his faithful people and a cup of wrath for his enemies.

Isaiah recounts the Exodus and passing through the Red Sea. God’s salvation this time will be a new exodus. Similar
to the old but will have a greater effect.

The prayer for YHWH to “rend the heavens” is a prayer that God’s people will be delivered from their sins and its
consequences.

This salvation–this new exodus–will be nothing less than a new creation; a new heavens and new earth in which the
animals will be at peace with one another (Isa 65).

Delivering the people of God is a part of God’s big deliverance project of the entirety of creation. He is re-making
the creation and bringing it to the end/purpose for which he created it.

Consistent with what we have already seen with Jesus being baptized by John at the Jordan. Images of exodus
abound.

Isaiah’s prayer is being answered in the baptism of Jesus. God’s people will be saved from the sins, brought back
from exile, and the creation will be transformed through the reversal of the curse.

Sin is being dealt with. But sin is not fundamental to what it means to be human. Man created man without sin. Sin
makes us less than fully human, in fact. We are “image of God.”

Sin separates us from God in an antagonistic way (Isa 59.2). But even before sin, there was a separation between the
earth and heaven/God’s throne that anticipated a reunion.

God forms up the creation in the first 3 days by separating things and putting them in new relationships. First, light
and darkness. Second, waters above and waters below with a firmament in between.

Above the firmament is God’s heaven/God’s throne. Highest heavens and has water up there (Psa 148.4).

“Firmament” or “expanse” - Hebrew speaks about a hard shell created by a beaten out piece of metal. Firmament is
the “earthly heaven” (Gen 1.8) while above the firmament is the highest heaven, God’s throne.

Cf. Ezek 1, 10 - God’s throne seen above this hard firmament.

Images of this firmament in the Tabernacle and Temple: 1) laver - made of beaten out metal (bronze) with water
“above” them used for baptism of animals and humans. In the Temple this was called “the sea” (1Kg 7.23). Sea is
symbol of waters above the firmament, heavenly waters.

2) Veils - blue in color; behind or “above” the last veil is the Holy of Holies where God is enthroned above the
cherubim (1Sm 4.4); God’s throne = heaven.
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2nd day of creation - God did not declare that separation good. Looked toward a reunion in the future; a reunion
between heaven and earth when the project of dominion given to man was complete.

Sin creates another barrier to overcome, but joining heaven and earth was a project to be done even before sin.

Rev 21 - John sees heaven and earth being joined and there is “no more sea.” Temple reference. No more is there a
firmament that separates the waters above from waters below. They are united with one another and the “dwelling of
God is with man.”

What had to be done for this to happen? The heavens–the firmament–had to be ripped open so the two could be
united. This happens at Jesus’ baptism. Jesus is passing through heavenly waters and bringing the reality anticipated
in all the types.

Reality is seen in the parallel at the cross (which is the culmination of Jesus’ baptismal ministry). Word translated
“ripped open” is used in Mk 15.38 to speak of the veil of the Temple being torn when Jesus died.

God’s throne is united to the earth through the death of Christ. (Jesus’ death and baptism are paralleled in Mk 10.38-
39.)

The cross interprets the baptism and vice versa.

In his death–beginning in baptism and culminating in the cross–Jesus opens up the way to heaven, joining heaven
and earth.

Heaven and earth are united in Christ Jesus as the God-man.

When the heavens are torn open and YHWH who saves is revealed, it is Jesus they see. He is YHWH in the flesh.

Jesus replaces the firmament-heaven. He is that mediator between heaven and earth, the one through whom you must
pass to enter the Father’s presence. (Cf. John 14.6)

Those baptized into Christ share in the benefits of Christ’s baptism and death, becoming heavenly citizens
commissioned to colonize the earth.

Jesus’ baptism was unique but not isolated. What happens to him in baptism happens with us who are baptized into
him.

Since his baptism came to its ultimate conclusion in the cross, this means that the work of Christ at the cross with all
of its accomplishments are being given to us in our baptism into Christ. Cf. Rom 6.1ff.

We have become a part of God’s family. We are heavenly citizens because we have passed through the heavenly
waters. Cf. Phil 3.20-21

Being citizens of heaven comes with responsibility to develop and live in a heavenly culture.

Begins in churches, little heavenly colonies.

What does heaven look like in its relations?

Do people get a taste of heaven when they come to our church and fellowship with us? Is your home a foretaste of
heaven? Do we experience the love and joy of heaven in one another’s presence? 


