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January 15, 2017 DEATH & LIFE

ROMANS 5.12-21 (W/ PS 51; NUM 19; MT 9.18-26)

Summary up to 5.12-21: 
• Gospel that creates one, worldwide family out of Jews and Gentiles
• All (Jews and Gentiles) are under sin (3.9) and therefore under the wrath of God (1.18ff.)
• Universal problem requires a universal solution; solution will come through Abraham and his family.
• Abraham’s family = Jews, yes; but true family are all those who follow the faith of Abraham
• Faith of Abraham = faith in God who raises the dead; these are justified: forgiven, right with God, true sons of

God.
• Intention for the family: glory (sharing life with God which includes creating and cultivating cultures; inheriting

the earth). Cf. 5.2; 8.18, 20-21, 30.
• Path to glory takes shape of Passover, Exodus, wilderness wandering, and conquest of Promised Land.
• Suffering leads to glory.

5.12-21:

How does this follow the 5.1-11: “God used death in his plan to redeem man and overcame death through the
resurrection of Jesus. These actions of God’s grace stand as demonstrations that his grace and the life that he gives
are more powerful than sin and death. If he has overcome sin and death through death and resurrection, we can be
sure that he has released us from the dominion of sin and death and is powerful enough to bring us to the hope of
glory he promised” (both themes of which follow this passage). 

Purpose of this passage: to explain how the grace of God in Christ Jesus in life is more powerful than sin and death
in Adam.

What are death and life? 

Death: 
Good death: 

“Sleep” as death (cf. 1Cor 11.30; 15.51; 1Thess 4.13ff.)

Bad death: “the sin came into the world and through the sin the death.” 

Sin perverts “good death,” tearing apart what God joined together preventing it from emerging into a
glorified existence. (Cf. 3.23)

Sin = “the sting of death” (1Cor 15.56)

Death is under the dominion of the devil (Heb 2.14)
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Death spread to all men “with the result that all sinned.” 

All of Adam’s children are born in this condition of sin-and-death. Sin-and-death reigned (14, 17, 21)

Corruption is the result of Adam’s sin, but it is also the cause of our sin.

“That’s not fair! Why should I have to suffer for someone else’s sin?” Because God created us “connected” to one
another. In biblical language, he created us united in covenant with him and one another.

Death spreads (cf. Num 19)

What is life?

All of our death in Christ now looks toward a more glorified existence. Death has become a servant to the people of
God in Christ.

1. Learn to understand, recognize, and cut off cycles of sin and death in short order.

2. Live with the confidence that death is our servant to bring us into greater glory.


