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January 17, 2016 AN AMERICAN CHURCH OR THE CHURCH IN AMERICA?
CULTIVATING CULTURE: HOLINESS, GLORY, AND STONES OF LIGHT

REVELATION 21.9-27
To cultivate any culture, there must be certain patterns of life that we have together.

Holy City

Holiness is integrity or purity. Without flaws that compromise strength or blemishes that compromise purity.

God is holy. We are in the image of God, created to be holy. To be “truly human” is to be holy people.

Sin compromised our integrity and blemished our purity. Christ came as the holy one, the sinless one, and took our
sins so that we could be holy, without blemish, before the Father. We are holy and are being made holy. Cf. Eph
4.21-24.

Holiness characterizes our life together; our culture. Image of God = individual and or in community.

Ex 19.6; 1Pt 2.9 - we are a holy nation. We are set apart by God to live with purity/integrity as an organized people.

How do we cultivate a culture of holiness? Every citizen must concern himself/herself with pursuing the holy and
fleeing the unholy. No one is to live within this city like those outside the city (cf. Rev 22.15).

As a city-culture: we must deal with sins personally and corporately; what goes on in our hearts and in relationships
with others. There should be patterns of confession of sins to God and to one another (1Jn 1.9; Jms 5.16).

God works his grace of forgiveness, encouragement, and restoration through our relationships with one another.

We must learn how to confront and how to be confronted with sin and deal honestly with it. This requires humility.

Humility, in this situation, involves the ability to contemplate the possibility that I might be wrong and then admit it
when I am.

Being holy is not only “weeding the garden,” it is “planting” and cultivating good things; pursuing holiness,
cultivating good relationships among friends, in marriage, etc. 

In our church life we provide times for “relationship cultivation;” times to get together to talk with one another and
encourage one another (e.g., worship, Sunday School, book studies, etc.).

Holiness is also about service. The high priest who served the Holy of Holies (which is now our city) was made holy
in order to offer sacrifice for others. We are made holy in order to serve.

E.g., worship service is not only about “What do I get out of this?” We are coming on behalf of others in the church
and in the world. We are set apart as holy worshipers in order to offer ourselves for others in prayer.

The glory of God. 

God’s glory is the revelation of who he is. His glory dwells in us as a city. We are a “glory of God” culture.

Church = the place where people see God for who he is; his character is proclaimed through us in word and deed.

Must stay faithful to proclaiming the Scriptures where he has revealed himself. We need to be ready to be challenged
afresh from the Scriptures about what we know about God, willing to change where he reveals deficiencies.

When we see him, we are to imitate him (cf. Eph 5.1). Revelation is not merely for contemplation but for imitation.

God’s glory as revelation is a guide. Glory cloud guides/leads children of Israel out of Egypt.
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Church = a light that shines to guide/disciple the nations (Mt 28.20). Must be committed to discipleship.

What is discipleship? In this context, discipleship is leading others by word and example to be “inculturated” as a
citizen of the New Jerusalem. It is to help them learn the language, understand our ways, learn how to “fit in,” and
become a productive citizen.

Do this with people who come in “off the street.” Lion’s share of discipleship is our child-rearing. Children are to be
“inculturated” as citizens of heaven (Eph 6.4).

Education is discipleship; the passing on of our culture.

Education is not merely about information but about formation. Children aren’t computers that need “uninterpreted
facts” to spit back. Information is a tool to cultivate the creation.

Children  are to see the world as God’s creation, learn from that perspective, and operate in the world from that
perspective. They are being educated to be stewards of creation.

Worship is central to education. Praying is just as much a part of education as Algebra, grammar, or science.

In baptism of children, God gives children back to the parents to be the ministers of the church to disciple the
children. This is the parents’ responsibility as members of the church.

The church’s responsibility is to oversee that to insure that the parents are fulfilling their responsibilities. Parents do
different things in applying the principles of discipleship. As long as it gets done. Diversity is good.

Stones of light.

Transparent stones and metals through which light shone (21.11, 18, 19-21); literally “light-bearers” (21.11).

Formed through heat and pressure. Culture is a suffering culture. How do we cultivate a suffering culture that reflects
the glory of God? 

Being longsuffering, bearing with one another in love (Eph 4.2).

One pattern of life that must be adopted is a pattern of life that can absorb injustice, refusing to insist on personal
rights and retaliation. In other words, we must be forgiving.

Sometimes it is better to be defrauded rather than to insist on one’s rights to justice (cf. 1Cor 6.1ff.).

There are times that, in order to stop a culture of retaliation and friction, one person must absorb the pain and
injustice, refusing to retaliate (which includes refusing to gripe and complain about what he must do).

Patterns of perseverance. Sticking with one another.

Being longsuffering in relationships assumes that we have relationships. It assumes that we are involved in the lives
of one another. (How else would you run into conflict?)

We need to be conscious and deliberate about being involved in the lives of others through hospitality and deeper
friendships.

We must continue to cultivate a culture of hospitality. The only way this is done is to discipline ourselves to have
people over and be welcoming.

We must cultivate a culture of friendships, always ready to bring in other friends. We only do this by being friendly,
reaching out to others even when we are reaching out of our comfort zone.


