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January 18, 2015 FRIENDS: WHO NEEDS THEM?
GEN 1.26-27; JOHN 1.1-2; EPH 4.17–5.2

Understanding of “friendship” changing through the development of technology. Technology bringing us together in
certain ways but separating us in others.

Through various social media we can create the person we wish to be, but that person tends to be the fantasy me and
is, therefore, unknowable by others. We can isolate ourselves even while being “connected” to hundreds of people.

Face-to-face relationships are much less convenient. They take time and effort.

Present culture affects the church and its culture. People come with expectations of a fantasy world and where
relationships are easy.

The church is to be a living Facebook in which I can project the person I want to be, remain emotionally detached
and uninvolved, and then, when someone offends me, I need simply to “un-friend” him or the church by leaving. 

Others want leadership or others to do all the “heavy lifting” of friendships and somehow provide friends.

Technology not the problem. It only gives our sinful hearts another avenue to express themselves.

The church is irreducibly relational. The dynamics of interpersonal relationships differ (e.g., some are very close
relationships while others are not as close), but the church is a place of friendships.

It is the necessity and responsibility of each Christian to pursue vigorously Christian friendship.

Friends are a necessity because 1) Creation in the image of God necessitates friendship. 

God himself is in eternal relationship and created us in his image to do the same. Cf Ge 1.26-27 “Not good” that
man should be alone (Ge 2)

Jn 1.1 - The Word–the eternal Son–is with God [the Father]; speaks about his active communion with the Father.

Each knows the other and is known by the other. They share life, and in sharing this life is life. This is the life of God
and is, therefore, what it means to truly live. 

Our need for relationships is that they don’t arise from sinful deficiency.

Being created in the image of God we long to know others and be known by others.

True life is realized in relationships. You have experienced this. You feel “alive” when you share a good friendship
with someone, and you feel practically dead in loneliness. 

God has also created us to grow up into friendship with him.

Man is to grow from immaturity into being a “friend of God;” i.e., someone who shares his life and is able to stand as
a counselor/advisor to him. Cf. Abraham, Gen 18 (Jms 2.23); Jesus with apostles in Jn 15.13ff.

God’s desire for you is for you to be his friend; to mature to the point that you converse with him wisely about he
way the world is to be ordered. Whenever we work at developing friendships, this relationship is reflected.

Just as our relationship with God takes time, effort, and great amounts of patience in love to grow into close friends,
so it is with us in our relationships. 

2) Re-creation in the image of God necessitates friendship

Sin makes us want to hide from God and others; to isolate ourselves. Cf. Adam and Eve, Gen 3.
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Prov 18.1: “Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire; he quarrels against all sound judgment.” Isolation is
inhuman. It is unwise. It is rebellion against God because God himself exists in eternal relationship.

We can isolate ourselves spatially. That is we can simply stay away from people by simply staying out of the
presence of others or by only communicating through technology.

Cf. exhortation to Hebrew Christians: Heb 10.24-25. Need to gather together; to be face-to-face.

We are not disembodied voices who only need to see/read words. We need to hear, see, and interact with people in
close proximity.

The friends whom you have around you in close geographical proximity are, in many ways, more important than
your blood family who are across the country. Cf. Prov 27.10

We can also isolate ourselves emotionally.

We may isolate ourselves emotionally out of fear. You are afraid that if someone sees you for who you really are,
warts and all, you will be rejected. Fear of being exposed and wounded (Prov 27.5-6)

We can also isolate ourselves sinfully because of sloth. True friendships take work and, even though it is necessary
for me to develop and maintain friendships, I’m too lazy and selfish.

We might also isolate ourselves believing that we are self-sufficient. But you need other people.

Our re-creation in Christ Jesus that puts us into a family of friends, the church, speaks against sinful isolation from
one another and speaks to the fact that we need friends and are to pursue friendships vigorously.

God in his grace is reversing the effects of the fall in Christ Jesus, which means, in part, that he is restoring us to
proper relationships with one another.

If you don’t allow yourself to be known by others, you will have no one to deal with you in your sin that is
destroying your life. And, if you don’t have a friend who will actually confront you in your sin, then whatever the
relationship is, it is not a biblical friendship.

You may expect others in the church somehow to read your mind, that people ought just to know that you are
struggling, or that there should be some organized program in the church that you can somehow step into that will
reveal and solve your struggling. But that is not how it works.

We only want people to know us in as much as we need to get through this time of struggling. We only need people
to give us some tips on how to solve our problems. But this is the benefit and fruit of friendship and can’t be
replaced.

If I’m not helped through my struggles with sin the way I expect, I always have an out. I can blame others for not
“being there for me” and have an excuse to continue in my sin. I can exit the superficial relationships feeling
justified.

God gives his grace to you through others and developing relationships with them.

As we will see later, there will be some with whom you are compatible and others with whom you are not. The level
of intimacy of those relationships can only be worked out as you are pursuing friendship with others. 

For now, we need to understand that friendships are indispensable to our life as the church. Each of us needs friends. 

We are needy creatures. We are dependent upon God through others at every turn in our lives, from beginning to end
and beyond. God has provided what we need, and he expects us to cultivate the fallow ground of friendships and
make it fruitful so that we might eat from it, enjoy it, and have life in it.


