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January 25, 2015 WHAT IS A FRIEND?
1SAM 17.55–18.5; JOHN 15.12-17; EPH 4.1-16

What is a “friend?” 

There are “friends” and then there are friends
Several different words in Scripture are translated “friend” and are used to characterize various relationships ranging
from husband-wife (Song 5.16) to “fair weather friends” (Prov 14.20; 19.4, 6). Broad range of uses.

Several words are translated with adjectives to help distinguish: “intimate friend” (Prov 7.4), “close friend” (Ps
41.9), “familiar friend” (Ps 55.13), etc.

Our distinctions: acquaintance vs friend; friendly vs friend.

Broadly speaking, the Bible characterizes everyone to whom we owe the duty of love as friends. Lev 19.18 - “love
your neighbor as yourself” could also be translated “love your friend as yourself.”

Who is your neighbor? Lk 10.25ff - parable of the good Samaritan. Godly acts of kindness are to be extended to all
men where we have the resources. Obligated to friendliness.

All people deserve from us deference and service that can come in various ways; smile, warm greeting, etc.

Demanding friendship from friendliness is not very friendly. When someone with whom you are not close friends
extends a common greeting and you seek to bare your soul to him, you are demanding close friendship.

You scare people off doing this.  You present yourself as someone who will drain the life out of him.

Just as not everyone will relate to you like your spouse, so there will be different types of relationships in the church.
That type of relationship you’re wanting comes when you have cultivated friendship(s) through friendliness.

Concentric circles of friendship: the outer ring being the stranger with whom you are friendly at Kroger moving
through an indefinite number of rings to your best friend and/or spouse. 

Many different types of casual friends. Only a few with whom you can be intimate friends. Note Jesus and the 12
from among all Israel, and of the 12, 3 with whom he was closest.

While we are to be friendly to all, there are only a few in whom we can deposit our deepest emotional capital. None
of us has the resources of time and energy to be intimate friends with more than a few people. 

Many people may “qualify” to be godly friends, but not all people are compatible. Not a superficial application
process.

There are people who will “connect” and some who won’t. There will be a mutual drawing together. Happens
“organically” as people begin friendly toward one another and then discover that there is more to be cultivated.

Different types of friends: superiors, inferiors, and peers (words are used to speak about where people are in their
station of life relative to you; does not deal with the worth of the individual.). 

Superiors = those people who are older and wiser than you; a mentor-friend. Cf. Prov 13.20

Younger people, especially, need these friendships. Primary friendship is with parents. Space needs to be respected
in this type of friendship.

Inferiors = You are the one to whom a younger person is looking for wisdom. A discipleship relationship.

Peers = those who are more side-by-side with you on the road. You are traveling at about the same time and are in
the same place in life. 
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We need each of these types of friends. Since they are not all the same, they don’t all demand the same things of us.
So, we can manage having a few of these friends.

“What is a friend?” Friends are entangled souls. 1Sm 18.1ff. - souls/lives of Jonathan and David knit together.

Aristotle: “What is a friend? A single soul dwelling in two bodies.”

Birds of a feather flock together
Those people to whom we are drawn reveal to us and others our loves, interests, and the direction of our lives.

Those with whom you entangle your soul shape your life. When you connect with someone in a friendship, sharing
life with him, your life takes on the characteristics and direction of the other person.

Cf. Prov 22.24-25; 1Cor 15.33 

You must ask yourself, “Is the trajectory of this person’s life a godly trajectory?” It doesn’t mean that a person has to
perfect, but the direction of his/her life should be on a godly path, the path you yourself want to take.

Don’t be hasty in making friends.

“But I will be shaping them as well.” True. But if you’re climbing up a mountain and the other person is going down,
do you think it will be easier for you to pull him up or for him to pull you down?

Because of sin in you, you are more prone to be dragged down than to be pulling other people up. Those
relationships are needed, but they shouldn’t be your closest friends.

Characteristics of intimate friends: 1) knowledge - A friend is someone you know and someone whom you allow to
know you. There is a reciprocal and growing knowledge of one another. 

Cf. Ps 55.13 - “familiar friend” = “one by whom I was known.” He let this person “in” to know him.

2) Mutual trust. Cf. Ps 41.9 - “close friend” = “man of my peace.” A close friend is one whom you trust with your
soul. You feel at peace. There is rest in his presence. There is no suspicion. You’re not always measuring one
another up, looking for things to criticize.

3) Counsel. A friend is someone you trust for counsel and for whom you are a counselor.

Cf. Ps 55.14 - “sweet counsel” - it was pleasant. (Cf. Ps 27.5-6, 17)

“Friend” in relation to the king was royal advisor (a part of his “cabinet”). Job, David, & Jesus.

4) Emotional - become emotionally involved with the other person so that you share in joys and sorrows.

Do you have a close friend or a couple of close friends? If not, why not? 

What have you done to be this kind of friend? Are you looking for someone to be your close friend without
preparing yourself to be this kind of friend?

Children and young adults, are you only friends with peers but don’t care to be friends with your superiors?  

If you are married, how is your friendship with your spouse? He/She should be your best friend. Some people don’t
have good marriages because they don’t know how to be good friends.

Friendships must be cultivated. That takes time, energy, availability both in physical presence and emotion. Growing
in knowledge, mutual trust, and emotional connection must be consistently cultivated if you are to have growing,
thriving friendship. 


