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January 3, 2016 AN AMERICAN CHURCH OR THE CHURCH IN AMERICA?
THE GARDEN-CITY

REVELATION 21.9–22.5 (W/ EZ 47.1-12; JN 7.37-39)

Walls and Gates - characteristic of both gardens and cities. Hebrew for “garden” means “enclosure.” Cities in
ancient times were enclosed by walls as well (e.g., Jericho, Jerusalem). Connection between the two.

New Jerusalem = a garden that has grown up into a city. Garden of Eden has become New Jerusalem. (Note the Tree
of Life and the river that flows through it match the Garden of Eden; cp. Rev 22.1-2 & Ge 2.9-10

This is the original Garden that has been cultivated and developed. Man has been “fruitful and multiplied,” and has
become a city while still being a garden.

Wall and gates provide distinction and protection while the gates provide entrance and access to the Tree of Life: 
22.14-15: “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they
may enter the city by the gates. But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and
idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.”

Wall serves to distinguish and separate. This city is distinguished from all other cities. This city has boundaries, and
these boundaries indicate that within these walls there is a distinct, organized culture.

Walls protect. Meant to protect from aggressive forces. A city on a hill with walls was the best protection from
invading armies. This is characteristic of Jerusalem and the New Jerusalem.

Church is a place of refuge from attacks of the world. People join the army of citizens empowered by the Word and
Spirit to keep worldliness at bay.

The church has a responsibility to keep worldliness out. We don’t invite the enemies within our walls.

Walls built on twelve foundations: the apostles (21.14). We are protected through proper use of Scripture. Protection
is not arbitrary or based on personalities in the church. Not based on personal preferences.

Gates - twelve gates of pearl inscribed with the twelve sons of Israel, three each on north, south, east, and west
guarded by twelve angels (21.12-13, 21).

Jewishness of the city. Becoming a part of the old Jerusalem made new in Christ.

Gates are place of judgment. Angels = elders of the gates (Cf. Dt 21.19; 22.15; 25.7; Josh 20.4; Ruth 4.11).
Responsibility is to maintain the culture of the city through rendering judgments.

Authority doesn’t simply make suggestions. They tell you whether or not you are a citizen.

Elders at the gate must make apostolic/Scripture judgments to protect the city. Their’s is a declarative authority; i.e.,
declaring judgments based on Scripture. Not an authority inherent in them so that whatever they say is God’s law.

Gates are open. The church is welcoming and hospitable. Cf. 21.25

The church is evangelistic. The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come” (22.17). People who come in faith and repentance,
having their robes washed (22.14), are welcomed into the city. Discriminating hospitality.

Discrimination based on faith and repentance, not ethnicity or personal preferences. People from every tongue, tribe,
and nation are gathered around the throne in this city (cf. Rev 5.9; 14.6).

River/Water - runs down from the throne of God through the middle of the city (22.1-2). Like Garden of Eden

Possible that we are to see that this river flows out of all 12 gates; split in the four directions like original river (Ge
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2.10ff.). 

Ez 47 - river flows out of the Temple with trees on each side whose leaves are for healing (Ez 47.12). John’s vision
is a new and greater temple and river.

What is this water? The water is the Spirit of God. 22.17 - “water of life” = Spirit.

John 7.37-39 - living water flowing from our bellies. This is the Spirit.

Spirit and water - creation (Ge 1.2); Jesus’ baptism; our baptism (cf. e.g., 1Cor 12.13).

The Spirit is the water of life that flows in the church and through the church to the world. 

So what does this mean about the culture of the church? The church is the earth “source” of the Spirit’s activity.

What does the Spirit do? The Spirit is the power that forms and fills the earth, enabling the world to live.

Does this by empowering people. Spiritual gifts - people empowered by the Spirit to build the church.

Spirit’s work is for all of the creation. Wherever we are bringing God’s order to the world, making it fruitful, there is
the Spirit at work through the church.

Rearing children or making widgets. From governments to gardens, the Spirit is working in us to arrange the world
properly under the lordship of Jesus.

Where else does the Spirit flow out of us? In our words. Spirit and Bride say, “Come” (22.17). The gospel message
we proclaim is empowered by the Spirit and is arranging the world and bringing new life by his power. 

What we say and how we say it to one another as well as those outside must be in line with the Spirit so as not to
grieve him (Eph 4.29-30). Speech must be edifying, even if they are words that must rebuke.

As a city-culture, we should also be creating a thirst, a thirst that can only be quenched by coming to join us at the
source: the river that is the Spirit.

The Tree of Life - Again, a tree that was in the Garden; not forbidden by God but forsaken by man in order to partake
of the forbidden tree. Sin caused exile from the Tree of Life.

What was/is this tree? It is the place at which God communicates life to his people.

All who have their robes washed and enter through the gates have access to this Tree (22.14).

Must pass through the flaming swords of the cherubim. Must die. Christ did this first, and then we die and rise with
him.

The Tree of Life is fed by the river that is the Spirit. Trees symbolize people in Scripture (cf. e.g., Ps 1). Christ is the
Tree of Life, the one through whom God gives his life to us.

Where do we eat the fruit of this tree? In the bread and win that he gives us as his own body and blood. Interestingly,
he gives us two products of the garden: wheat and grapes. Tree bears different types of fruit. 

In Christ we are trees of life. Spirit produces fruit in us (Gal 5.22-23). This fruit is for the nourishment of others.

So, what does this say about the culture of the church? We should be a life-giving body.

Are we a nourishing and healing people? Are we consciously and deliberately setting out to be life-giving? Do we
show the fruit of having our roots sunk deeply in the soil and being fed by the Spirit? 


