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January 4, 2014 STAR WARS

MATTHEW 2.1-12

Epiphany = the revelation/manifestation of Jesus as God and King.

Revealed through a star in Mt 2. Why a star?

Stars
God placed the stars in the firmament-heaven on the fourth day. Lights were placed to rule the day and night; they
tell us festival times and seasons; months and years.

Lights “judge.” They discern for us what time it is.

Sun, moon, and stars = rulers or governments throughout Scripture. (Cf. e.g., Isa 13: an oracle against Babylon that
is described as stars not giving their light.) Lights put out = rulers falling; a change in government structure.

Heavenly lights associated with God’s people: Abraham’s descendants will be as the stars (Ge 15); in number, yes;
but also in the fact that Abraham’s seed will rule the nations. Cf. also Ge 37 and Joseph’s dreams of the sun, moon,
and eleven stars/constellations bowing down to his star/constellation.

Stars in the firmament-heaven reveal the glory of God; they have a revelatory function. God “silently” speaks
through the stars.

All men learned to read the stars in the beginning. Israel had the added and clearer revelation through the written
word (cf. Ps 19). Gentiles continued to read the stars (something no longer needed since Pentecost).

Gentiles would have known how to read the stars, and would have understood who God was by reading them. They
understood the constellations created by God (Job 9.8ff.; Amos 5.8).

The Magi, whom we will meet more formally in a moment, knew how to read the stars. When God revealed their
king to them through a star, they obeyed his revelation and came to worship.

Herod the King
Herod (the Great) is king (2.1, 3, 9). He is a “star,” situated in the firmament heavens, ruling over the Jews.

Herod was appointed by Rome to be a vassal king in Judea. He was named by Mark Antony and eventually Octavian
(Augustus) to be “the king of the Jews.”

Upon ascending to the throne, Herod annihilated the Sanhedrian, the supreme court of the land. Later he slaughtered
300 court officials out of hand. Still later he murdered his wife Miriamme, her mother Alexandra, his eldest son
Antipater, and two other sons, Alexander and Aristobulus.

Herod was of the line of Esau and not from Jacob. Something is wrong. 

One from the line of Jacob, and now, more specifically, through the line of David, should be ruling. So, the question
is, when the true star appears, will this star bow to him? If he doesn’t bow, then he will be a falling star, cast down
from his place of rule.

The Magi
They come “from the rising” (i.e., from the east). Described this way because this is where the sun rises.

These men are “lights” rising from the horizon.

Exactly what sort of lights these men are is difficult to tell. Magi translated as “wise men” or “kings.” Seems to
include a wide range of people.



2

Simon Magus (Ac 8) - singular of magi. He is a magician.

Davies and Allison relate that the term magus (singular) “designated originally a member of a priestly caste of the
Medes and Persians (Zoroastrians) who specialized in interpreting dreams.... Later the world came to be used of
those who possessed superior knowledge and ability, including astrologers, oriental sages, and soothsayers in
general....” (1:227-8)

Daniel 2.2, 10 - in the court of Nebuchadnezzar; “wise men” who are called upon to interpret dreams. This is the
connection I believe we are supposed to see. 

Judah goes into captivity to Babylon in late 7th, early 6th c. B.C. Babylon eventually gave way to the Medes and
Persians. Daniel and his friends ruled in both kingdoms. Esther became queen during Medo-Persian rule.

Mass conversions during the time of Esther. Daniel became chief of the magi. Taught them true wisdom and, thus,
about the coming Messiah. Passed down from generation to generation. Why else would these Magi be concerned
specifically about the king of the Jews?

Being from the east also speaks of exile. Driven away from the Garden to the east. Moving westward is moving back
to the Garden to the presence of God. 

These Gentile magi, representative of all the nations, are in exile. We all have been driven from the presence of God
himself. But now, God has called us by/through his star to come back into his presence for worship. 

Jesus
Not merely a journey for deeper, personal spirituality. They are recognizing the king of the world. 

“His star” - unique; much like the glory cloud of fire that led the children of out of Egypt and came to rest over the
place where the house was to be erected. (Maybe Daniel taught the magi of his day about this “star.”)

That fire had left the Temple during the days of Daniel and Ezekiel; it had gotten up and moved to Babylon.

One day it would return to Israel. This star–the glory cloud of God himself–would come to rest over his new house.
The place where this star rested would be the place God was to be worshiped. This would be “his star.” 

No other star comes to rest over a house like this. God’s pillar of fire does.

John the apostle says that he “tabernacled among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth.” (Jn 1.14) Jesus is the tabernacle of God.

Matthew is telling through story that this one who is born is the place where you come to meet God. When you take
your journey from the east back to the west to come into God’s presence, what you discover is Jesus himself.

Gifts indicate Jesus as Temple/Tabernacle as well:
• Gold - glory of Solomon’s Temple; given by kings of Israel and Judah and eventually taken by Gentiles;

bringing it back. Prophesied in Isa 60.1-9.
• Frankincense - offered with tribute offerings upon altar; placed on 12 loaves in Holy Place; fragrance of prayer
• Myrrh - used to anoint priests (Ex 30.22ff.); Jesus is anointed here and just before his death and burial (Jn

19.39); his mission will be to be the sacrifice for the sins of his people

The actions of God in revealing the star along with the actions of the Magi tell us through symbol and story just who
Jesus is: he is the revelation of God himself in the flesh who has come as the world’s true king.

Present, rebellious stars (like Herod), quake in fear and want to kill him.

1. Epiphany is a world-wide event and not merely a matter or private enlightenment.
2. You and I are stars in the firmament.


