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October 18, 2015 THE COSMIC CROSS

MARK 15.33-41 (WITH PS 33; GEN 1.1-2; COL 1.15-23)
Through the blood of his cross, Christ reconciled all things in heaven and earth making peace (Col 1.15-23). The
cross of Christ is the salvation of the created order. Our salvation as individuals fits into this larger context of the
salvation of the whole world.

Darkness covers the land of Israel. Why darkness? Simple display of power, or is there significance to the darkness?

Sign of judgment: Cp. 13.24. Jesus tells disciples that after the great tribulation, God will “turn out the lights” of
creation. Refers to rulers, but underlying the symbol, darkness speaks of judgment.

This is true throughout Scripture (Ex 10.21-23; Isa 13.9-13; Jer 13.16; Joel 2.10; 3.14-15; Amos 5.18, 20).

Darkness marks the beginning of the great and terrible day of YHWH. That is the day when, in judgment, God
separates the righteous from the wicked, meting out punishment and reward. 

Again, why is darkness a symbol of judgment? Look back to the Passover (the time in which the crucifixion is set;
14.1, 12). 

Jesus and Passover a common connection: 1Cor 5.7; Lk 9.31.

God will deliver Israel, his firstborn son (Ex 4.22, 23) from bondage by striking the land of Egypt with plagues that
will culminate in the death of the firstborn of Egypt.

Plagues: 3 cycles of 3 plagues each, each cycle destroy the world of Egypt layer by layer.

9th plague = darkness, the 3rd plague in the 3rd cycle of plagues. Occurs just before the death of the firstborn.

Mark’s timeline: 3rd, 6th, & 9th hours. Three three-hour intervals. Death occurs after these three threes 

Israel representative of entire world. There is an even deeper foundation to the symbol: creation.
 
Gen 1.1-2: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.”

Heaven, God’s throne, is created mature or complete, but the earth is without form and void. God will then form and
fill the earth over the next six days.

The beginning of this creative process is in complete and utter darkness. Darkness is not evil, but it must be
overcome and put in its place. God does this with the creation of light.

Creation moves from darkness to light; reflected everyday as days move from evening to morning. History will move
forward by moving from darkness to light.

What does it mean then when it is supposed to be light but it is dark? It means that everything is going backwards. 

God is taking the world back to its original state: dark, formless, and void. He is destroying everything man has built
in his sin.

What does this have to do with the death of Jesus?

It is obvious from the record of the Gospel that the rest of creation is connect to the life and death of Jesus. 

As Jesus dies, the lights of creation are being put out. Creation is dying. Jesus embodies the created order. The whole
created order holds together in him (Col 1.17).
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He is the representative of the original creation, the new, second, and last Adam who, as King, takes up the whole
creation in himself. Whatever happens with Jesus happens to the created order. 

Jesus takes into himself whatever is true about the old creation. The sin and curse that condemns my life to hell as
well as produces the thorns from the ground that he now wears upon his head are all taken up in him.

Whatever the creation is, it is dying in Jesus at the cross. The whole of the created order as it has been is coming to
an end. God is turning the lights out, taking the old creation back to being formless and void.

Everything holds together in Jesus (Col 1.17). Saved and unsaved alike owe our existence to him.

The saved are the ones who have recognized this, pledged their loyalty to him, and give thanks. The unsaved refuse
to acknowledge this. But even in their refusal, the grace of the cross affects them.

They may refuse all the way to the time Jesus raises their unrighteous bodies from the grave (Jn 5.28-29), but their
bodies rightfully belong to him because of the cross because they are part of the creation.

Their refusal to bow the knee to Jesus as Lord will have them cast out of Jesus’ world into hell, but they will do so
having rejected the grace of God offered to them in the gospel. 

Paul makes clear that through the blood of Christ’s cross the Father reconciled all things in heaven and earth, making
peace. He put everything back in its proper order: a man, who is his image, is ruling the world.

It doesn’t mean that at this time every last part of creation is in complete submission to Christ. There are those who
will continue to rebel. Even those of us who have pledged our loyalty to him continue to sin.

What it does mean is that the created order belongs to Jesus. He has all authority in heaven and on earth because of
his cross and subsequent resurrection.

Because the entirety of creation is summed up in him, whatever happened to Jesus will happen with the created
order. It has died. It will come into the fullness of the life God intended for it from the beginning.

More creation imagery: “he breathed out” or “he expired.” 

God creates “by the breath of his mouth” (Ps 33.6). Breath & Spirit are many times the same word.

The Father is the Speaker, the Son is the Word itself, and the Spirit is the breath that carries the Word.

Darkness covers the face of the deep, and the Spirit/Breath of God was hovering over the face of the deep. So at the
cross the breath of the Creator is sent into this dark creation to begin his work.

What begins to happen in the darkness is the beginning of a new creation. Light will once again follow darkness. 

The Spirit will begin to move to form and fill this new creation. The cross will not be ineffectual in any of its intents.
New creation will dawn on the first day of the week.

1. The cross touches everything about our existence.

2. The cross brings an end to the old creation and begins a new creation, therefore, all those who have died with
Christ are new creation with him as well.

3. Because Christ has reconciled all things by the blood of his cross making peace, this means that we need not live
at enmity with one another.


