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October 2, 2016 FATHER ABRAHAM

ROMANS 4.1-8 (WITH GEN 15.1-20; PSALM 32; JOHN 8.48-59)

Romans 4 answers more fully the question from 3.29: “Is God a God of the Jews only? Is he not also the God of the
Gentiles?” Answer: “Yes, he is a God of the Gentiles also, since God is one who will justify the circumcised by faith
and the uncircumcised through faith.” 

Paul’s concern: to demonstrate that Abraham is the father of both Jew and Gentile believers. Being their father would
make them heirs of the promises given to Abraham since they are his seed, his children.

4.1-8the nature of Abraham’s fatherhood: How was Abraham himself justified; that is, forgiven, counted righteous,
and therefore declared to be a son of God? By faith, and faith characterizes Abraham’s family.

When was Abraham justified? Before he was circumcised. This makes him the father of Gentiles and Jews (4.9ff.).

What did Abraham believe? He believed in God’s promise to raise the dead (i.e., to bring Isaac out of his and
Sarah’s dead bodies). Abraham’s children’s faith is now focused on the revelation of God in the resurrection of Jesus
from the dead.

First question better translated, “What shall we say then? Have we found Abraham to be our father according to the
flesh?” (“What shall we say then?” pattern: 6.1; 7.7; 8.31; 9.14, 30)

“How have we found Abraham to be our father? In circumcision or uncircumcision?” What determines who are the
children of Abraham?

Why Abraham? Abraham was in the line of Shem (Noah’s son), to whom the mission-promise was given. They
apostatized and worshiped false gods (Josh 24.2), but God called Abraham to complete the mission (Ge 12.1-3).

Through Abraham and his seed–his family–the earth would be blessed, come to life. To be Abraham’s seed/family is
to be heirs to all of God’s promises.

“Who is Abraham’s family?” Paul: “All who share the faith of Abraham whether Jew or Gentile.”

“Have we found Abraham to be our father according to the flesh?” The flesh here has more to do with circumcision
than it does biological descent.  Flesh is not merely physical descent (even though that is one aspect of it). One can
be grafted into Israel and become a part of Israel according to the flesh (Caleb, Rahab, Ruth)

Do Gentiles need to become Jews to be justified, righteous sons of God, and heirs of the promises given to
Abraham? Entire chapter answers the question. 

V. 2: “For if Abraham was justified out of works, he has a boast, but not before God.” Been speaking about in some
way since ch. 2: “Was Abraham justified in the way that the Jews are now seeking to be justified; i.e., out of works?” 

The way God counts Abraham as justified is the way that he counts all of his family justified. The way God acts in
covenant with Abraham is the way he acts with Abraham’s family because the family–his seed–is in the same
covenant.

What does it mean to be justified? To be justified is to have your sins forgiven and to be declared righteous; in this
position you are declared to be a true son of God, the image of God that he created you to be.

Being justified/righteous declares that you are a son of God and, therefore, an heir of God the Father (cf. Rom 8.17).

Was Abraham justified by works? Works would put God in debt to Abraham (cf. 4.4). The Jews, in some form or
another, believed that their keeping the Law put God under obligation to them to declare them righteous/justified. 

This works hand-in-hand with Jewish presumption of which we have been speaking. Presumption says “you owe me
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because _____.” Living Jewishly, in whatever way they thought, put God in debt.

Did Abraham put God in debt? Did God owe him justification? Work here = anything we rely upon outside of God’s
gracious provision by which we believe we are righteous before God so that God will “owe us” vindication in his
court. They can involve anything from ethnic pride to trying to be “good enough” for God to accept us.

No way to be justified and have a boast before God by these works. Cf. 3.20.

Quotes Ge 15.6. What is happening here? God makes a covenant with Abraham concerning a seed (i.e., a child) and
the land. When God promised Abraham what he promised, Abraham “amened” God; he bound himself by covenant
oath–faith–to God, and God counted his faith righteousness.

What did Abraham believe? He believed what God revealed to him.

“Reckoned” or “accounted” is a bookkeeping term. To account Abraham’s faith as righteousness is to put “faith” in
the column of “righteousness.” His faith was accounted as conformity to God’s standards.

His faith puts him in the position to receive the promises of God, the saving righteousness of God.

Is faith a “substitute work” for righteousness? No. Faith looks outside of itself and relies upon God to provide.
Revealed in acting in faith despite the deadness of their bodies (4.19). Had to look in faith for God to raise the dead.

vv. 4-5 - working gets you wages; in sin the wages of sin are death (6.23). That’s all God will ever “owe” you
outside of Christ Jesus.

To the one believing upon him who justifies the ungodly, his faith will be accounted as righteousness.
 
Jew and Gentile together are “ungodly” (Rom 1.18; 3.9). Abraham is in this category before he is called (Josh 24.2,
15). Abraham stood in the same need.

The ungodly today are justified in the same way, by faith, but faith in the fullness of God’s promise to Abraham,
revealed in Christ Jesus.

Quote from Ps 32: Who is David? David is Israel’s king. The embodiment of Israel. David is an heir of the
Abrahamic covenant in special way. God’s covenant with Abraham goes through David. David is the Jew of Jews.

God promises David a seed as well. Through his seed the Abrahamic promises will be realized; all the nations will
be blessed. But like Abraham, David is also a sinner in need of forgiveness.

David, the Jew of Jews, stands in need of forgiveness. He is not justified because of his status as the one to whom the
promise is given or any good works. Apart from the grace of forgiveness freely given by God, David himself would
not be justified.

Psalm 32.1-2 and Gen 15.6 - “reckon” or “account” stands out as an obvious connection. God reckons/accounts
Abraham’s faith as righteousness, and the man is blessed to whom God does not reckon/account his sin.

Accounting/Reckoning righteous = the forgiveness of sins.

“Blessing.” God promised that through Abraham all the families of the earth would be blessed. That blessing is
nothing less than life; life lived experiencing the favor of God.

How does a man come into this state of blessedness? He relies upon the provision of God for him and not what he
thinks he can provide for himself. This means now that he relies upon what God has revealed in Christ Jesus.

1. If your are going to be in the family of Abraham, you have to share the family culture: faith in the promises of
God.  2. If you are in the family of Abraham, then you are heirs of the promises.


