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October 25, 2015 FORSAKEN

MARK 15.33-41 (WITH PS 22; DT 31.14-18; HEB 13.1-6)
Progression of abandonment: Judas, Jews, disciples, Rome, now the cross.

“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani,” which being translated is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” - Quote
from Ps 22, a Psalm of David.

Why Aramaic? Common language of Judea in that time. Greek was the “international” trade language.

Mark usually translates everything into Greek, except the time Jesus healed a little girl (5.41).

Making the phonetic connection between “Eloi” and “Elijah.” There would be no similarity in sound in Greek.

Did these Jews just mishear Jesus? Did they not recognize the Scripture that they had learned from their childhood in
the synagogues and Temple? Are they purposely misconstruing the words of Jesus to mock him? A mistake that
needed to be made.

“Elijah” means “my God is YHWH.” You can hear “Eli” or “Eloi,” which means “my God.”

Sour wine - irony: Jesus is being crucified as King of the Jews. Kings have cup-bearers who serve then wine; most
trusted official of the king who protects him from being poisoned.

These are in on killing the king in fulfillment of Ps 69.21. He has sacrificed himself for his friends, but they give him
poison for food and sour wine to drink.

Others tell them to wait and see if Elijah will come. Malachi prophesied that before the great Day of YHWH, Elijah
would come to restore all things, turning hearts of fathers to children and children to fathers (Mal 4). Will the Father
turn in favor to the one who claims to be his Son?

Elijah has already come: John the Baptizer (9.13). He bore witness that Jesus is the Son and the restorer of all things.

Elijah also showed up on the Mt of Transfiguration, “not to rescue him from this fate, but precisely to point him
towards it, assuring him that he is going the way God has commanded” (Wright, Matthew For Everyone, ad loc.).

Misunderstood Elijah coming, but they do see that Jesus is abandoned to die a cursed death.

Why the Psalm? What are the Psalms? Inspired prayer/worship/song book of Israel (and remains so for the church;
cf. Eph 5.18-19; Col 3.16).

Reflect the story of the king, but the king as representative of God’s people; what happens to him happens to them.

In quoting the Psalm, Jesus is accepting the title of “King of the Jews.” He is the king that represents and embodies
the condition and prayers of the faithful people of God.

He is experiencing in his own body what is true about the people of God: they are forsaken by the Father.

The Psalms were not Jesus’ “script.” They were the breath of his body. When he experienced the realities of the
Psalms, singing/praying the Psalms was the natural reaction.

When our pain is turned into prayer, what does it sound like? Do we breath out the Psalms or Psalm-like prayers?

Why “my God” and not “my Father”? First, “my God” is recognizable covenant language. “I will be your God and
you will be my people” = central promise to covenant (Ge 17.7, 8; Ex 6.7; 20.2; Lev 26.12; cf. also Isa 41.10; Jer
7.23; 11.4; 30.22; cf. also Rev 21.3)

We hear “God” = deity. True in many contexts, but it used to refer to humans (e.g., Ps 82) as well as idols.
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“God” carries the idea of “judge,” the one who sets and enforces boundaries; condemning the wicked and delivering
the righteous.

Jesus is suffering unjustly at the hands of the wicked. “God” is appropriate because he is the one who delivers his
faithful people from the unjust.

But what if they are unfaithful to the covenant? What if they go whoring after other gods, as YHWH tells Moses in
Dt 31? God says that he will forsake them and hide his face from them (Dt 31.17).

But Jesus is a faithful Son and still suffering at the hands of the unjust. Tension here.

Why is Jesus forsaken? Different views: 1) cry of Jesus is a cry of anger, unbelief, or despair. Jesus prophesied this.
He knew it was coming. He believed. Consequence of this view: Jesus would be a sinner. 

2) cry of loneliness. Jesus feeling forsaken but not really. He did feel forsaken but it was because he was forsaken.

3) cry of victory. Looks toward the end of Psalm 22. Truth to this, but discounts the progression of history. Jesus
must endure forsakenness on the path to victory.

4) cry of dereliction. Jesus was forsaken by the Father. Explained in the Psalm: the Father refused to save him at that
moment from the hands of the unjust and death (cf. 22.1, 2, 19).

The forsakenness of the Father didn’t destroy the relationship of Father, Son, and Spirit. There was no time at which
God was not God. But did introduce a death to their relationship not previously known.

But now, at the cross, that covenant intimacy they shared from eternity has turned to forsakenness. God the Father is
orchestrating the torture and death of his Son through the hands of wicked men. The Son is left to the ravages of sin
and curse. He refuses to rescue him at this point. He is forsaken.

Jesus cries out with a loud voice when asking this question. Publicly questioning the Father. The question is left for
his disciples and the rest of the world to answer.

So, why did the Father forsake his faithful son, Jesus? Why did he refuse to deliver him, allowing him to suffer the
shame of the cross? Why did the Father refuse to save him from this cursed death on a tree?

God forsakes because of the unfaithfulness of his people (Dt 31.17). But Jesus is faithful. Jesus takes on the
unfaithfulness of his people and dies on their behalf (cf. Isa 53.4-6).

Ps 22 doesn’t end in forsakenness. Ends in victory. Ps 22.21, 22, 26, 27, 29, 30-31

We who know how the story continues know that God’s promise to his faithful Son was not forsaken. On the third
day after his being forsaken, God the Father fulfilled his promise and vindicated his Son by raising him from the
dead; he rendered a judgment in his favor, delivering him from the condemnation of death. 

Now the promise of the victory of Psalm 22 is being lived out even now as Jesus meets with us this morning, singing
in the midst of his brethren, generations later continuing to proclaim the covenant faithfulness of our God.

1. God will never forsake us in Christ because he forsook Christ for us. 

2. Because of the victory of Christ over death, we are assured of victory through any trials we endure and even
death itself.


