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October 4, 2015 THE ENTHRONEMENT OF THE KING OF THE JEWS

MARK 15.21-32 (WITH PS 22; ISA 53; HEB 13.9-16)
Jesus is condemned as “King of the Jews.” The soldiers held a mock coronation ceremony. Now he must be
enthroned.

Lots of Tabernacle & Temple imagery. Makes sense. These were the palace of YHWH, the King. Jesus is moving to
be enthroned between two “cherubim” and provide his own blood for a covering/atonement for his people.

Acceding the throne kings are surrounded by royal hosts. Jesus is surrounded by a hostile host.

Simon Peter refused to “take up the cross of Christ” and die with him as he committed to do, so another Simon takes
up the cross of Christ.

Simon is the father of Alexander and Rufus. Obviously all known to the church. (Cf. Rom 16.13?) Simon and
household seem to have become disciples.

Golgotha: related to Hebrew word meaning “skull” or “head.” Could have been the place for executions.

Also could have been a place where armies were numbered. They were counted “by skulls” (Cf. Ex 16.16; 38.26;
Num 1.2, 18, 20, 22; 3.47).

Here at Golgotha an unholy army/host is being mustered against YHWH and against his anointed, his Christ. There
is a war that is taking place, and it looks as if YHWH is losing. 

Another possibility: Golgotha could be a contraction (or word play) off of “Goliath of Gath.” This could be the place
where David brought the head of Goliath and buried it (cf. 1Sm 17.54).

This would be a constant reminder of the vocation of the Son of David. God promised just after the fall of man that
he would provide a seed of the woman who would crush the head of the serpent (Ge 3.15).

David did it with Goliath, a serpent warrior. Now the Son of David is putting his foot on the head/skull of the serpent

Wine mixed with myrrh: poison? Matthew seems to indicate something like that. Maybe a pain killer.

Jesus has already taken a vow that he would not drink of the fruit of the vine–wine–until he drank it new in the
kingdom of God (14.25). His refusal of the wine is, at least, the indication that his work is not yet complete.

Allusion to priests not being able to drink wine while they offer sacrifice in the Tabernacle/Temple.

When he is finished, wine will be drunk by all in the presence of God (as we will do today). But until then, the work
must be done without the pleasure of wine.

Dividing the garments: normal among the executioners, but also a fulfillment of prophecy. Cf. Ps 22.18

Psalms: the inspired prayers of God’s people, giving expression to the story of our relationship with God in the
world. Jesus takes up the story and prayers of God’s people in himself. 

Why are the taking of the garments important? Garments = office/vocation.

Christ’s clothes: brought healing (Mk 5; 6.56); also transformed to reveal his glory (9.2-8).

They seek to seize unlawfully that which God has not given to us. They seek to seize kingly status. The world is
trying to seize the inheritance given to the Son.

3rd hour: 9 AM. Mark gives 3, 3-hour intervals. “3" = time of judgment/separation. 3rd day of creation, God separated
land and sea.
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This is a time of judgment. God is separating himself from his Son. Culminates in the third of three hour intervals
when Jesus cries out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

Charge: “King of the Jews.” Not a privatized religion but a rival king.

Crucified with two “robbers.” Not petty thieves, but those who sought to “steal” the power of Rome in revolt;
insurrectionists.

“One on the right hand, the other on the left” - looks back to James’ and John’s request to be seated on his right hand
on his left when he came into the glory of his kingdom (10.37).

This is where they should have been. They are not there, but the thieves represent how they think the kingdom should
be as well as the end of that way of violent rebellion.

The cross was Christ coming into his glory, but not the glory that they understood or wanted.

Three groups mocking represent rejection by the whole world.

Mockery of the passers-by in vv 29-30 echo Ps 22.6-8.

Son of God = Son of David = Temple builder. If God delights in him, he will not allow him to die.

Chief priests and scribes: “He saved others, but he cannot save himself.” He cannot save himself in order that he
might be able to save others.

If he comes down they will “see and believe;” that is, they will pledge their loyalty to Christ.

But in order to have their loyalty, they must submit to their way of thinking. You see, they are demanding that the
Christ conform to what they believe the Christ will be. If they see what they had envisioned for the Christ, then, and
only then, will they pledge their loyalty to him.

God has revealed himself in Christ once-for-all as the crucified and resurrected Son of God, the King of the world.
You will bow to him and his way as he is, or you will be counted among his enemies. He will not conform to you.

Exhortations from Hebrews 13.9-16. The cross demands that we...

1. Sacrifice ourselves for him. 

2. Sacrifice ourselves to him.


