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November 16, 2014 WHO’S IN CHARGE HERE?
MARK 11.27-33

Who is Jesus to be saying what he is saying and doing what he is doing concerning the Temple? Is he really the
king? How do we know?

A time of trial has begun. But who is on trial: Jesus or the authorities? Ironically both. Throughout 11.27 - ch 12 is a
day in the Temple where Jesus is “tried” by all the leaders of Israel. Jesus turns the tables on them.

Jerusalem and Temple: 3x in 3 days. Day 1: proclamation of his kingship and inspection of the Temple. Day 2:
stopped the business of the Temple, declaring its corruption and consequent destruction.

Why does he keep coming back? Must be handed over to leaders to die and 3 days later to rise again (8.31; 9.30-31;
10.32-34). Then why go?

The king, David’s son, must be enthroned in Jerusalem; it will be a cross, but this is where his throne is.

Walking around the Temple - inspecting to see if there is repentance (?). The king’s responsibility is to build and
guard the Temple.

Chief priests, scribes, and elders: the leaders to whom Jesus must be handed over. (Cf. 11.18) The groups that make
up the highest court in Israel: the Sanhedrin (who had authority recognized by Rome).

Chief priests - liturgical ministers in the Temple; responsible to lead in worship.

Scribes - experts in the Law; “lawyers”

Elders - non-liturgical judges; established in Ex 18 under the direction of Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro/Reuel. Joined
with the Levites (priestly tribe) for judgment (cf. Dt 17.8-13; 21.5).

Trials of Jesus have begun and will continue and culminate in ch. 15; Sanhedrin here; Pharisees and Herodians
12.13-17; Sadducees in 12.18-27; a scribe in 12.28-34.

Jesus comes out of each trial “acquitted.” Eventually closes the mouths of his accusers (12.34) and then condemns
them (12. 38-40).

“In what authority do you do these things? Or who gave you this authority in order that you may do these things?”

Authority - the right to exercise some sort of power over people and situations to determine what is right and wrong
and reward or punish accordingly. Granted to you by another/others to make it legitimate; people know who is in
charge and who is not.

Who gave Jesus the authority to do these things (i.e., what he did at the Temple)? Reminiscent of Judah Maccabeus
(2nd c BC) who threw out the Syrian king and established his family as rulers for the next 100 years. Is this what
Jesus was doing?

If it is, what is he saying? The present leadership of Israel is “invading army” and must be cast out.

If Jesus doesn’t have the proper authority, then they have just cause to condemn him. But if he does have proper
authority, they are going to have to re-think their position on him.

“I will ask you one question, and you answer me and I will tell you in what authority I do these things.” 

Is Jesus scared to answer the question directly? He just overturned the Temple. I don’t think he’s scared. He is
leading them into his own trap (cf. Pr 26.27).

First, this leaves Jesus’ questioners in a place where they have no explicit accusation against Jesus because they are
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left wondering. Jesus is not fomenting any kind of emotional, rebellious spirit or movement by answering directly.

Second, the way Jesus answers will lead Jesus’ inquisitors to the place where Jesus wants them to go, answering their
question. They will have to think about it, but Jesus does answer their question, though not directly at that moment. 

This is riddle-like. John the Baptizer was of the priestly line as son of Zechariah (cf. Lk 1–2). He was a priest and
prophet like Samuel and Ezekiel.

John was an authorized representative of Israel according to the Law. But John by-passed the Temple, in his own
way declaring that the Temple was no longer relevant; i.e., forgiveness of sins was not found in the Temple.

Jesus is aligning himself with John’s baptism here and in what he just did at the Temple (because he was baptized
with the baptism of John).

If John’s baptism was only authorized by men, then they didn’t have to pay attention to him. If it was from heaven,
then not to obey him was to be in rebellion against God himself.

Leaders making decision, not based on what was true or false, but what was politically expedient. The way they
judge is skewed. 

“Neither will I tell you in what authority I do these things.” Jesus doesn’t owe them an answer, and he doesn’t give
them one directly. Nevertheless, he is driving them to the correct answer. 

But John’s baptism tells you what you need to know about Jesus. As a priest-prophet John is one who anoints kings
like Samuel or Elisha.

When John baptized Jesus, he was anointing him as king. If there was any doubt at all about this, it is made explicit
when the heavens tear open, the Spirit descends upon Jesus like a dove, and the Father says, “This is my beloved Son
in whom I am well pleased.”

At his baptism Jesus was declared to be the Son of God, the king of Israel, having been anointed by John.

If John’s baptism was legitimate, or from heaven–and it obviously was–that means that Jesus has the authority of
heaven behind him as God’s Son, the true king of Israel. All of these means that Jesus, in following the way that John
prepared for him, is telling the authorities of Israel, “Your time is up!”

The whole Temple system that provides their authority is, literally, about to crumble down all around them. They are
being called to renounce the way that is perishing and embrace their king.

1. Your baptism into Christ: Was it from heaven or from men?

2. How do you make decisions?


