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RESURRECTION RIGHT

ROMANS 4.16-25 (GEN 17.15-21; LK 1.67-79)
Where are we in the text? 4.1 - “Have we found Abraham to be our father according to the flesh (i.e., according to
circumcision)?” Is Abraham the father of the Jews only?

Why is important that we have Abraham as our father?

4.2-8 answers: “How is Abraham our father: according to works or according to faith?”

4.9-15 - Is this position of blessedness before God the privilege of only the circumcised?

4.16-25 - “What was the content of Abraham’s faith?” That is, in whom and in what did Abraham believe? “In God
who raises the dead”

4.16 - “Because of this out of faith in order that according to grace, so that the promise might be firm to all the seed,
not to those of the Law only but also those of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all....”

4.14-15 - inheritance doesn’t come only to those of the Law because the Law works wrath.

Justification cannot come by means of the Law. It must come in the way that Abraham received it initially when God
made his promise to him: by faith in the promise of God; a faith that looks completely outside of oneself depending
only upon what God has promised and can do.

Abraham received justification as a sheer gift. God did it this way “so that the promise might be firm/established to
all the seed, not to those of the Law only but also to those of the faith of Abraham....”

In whom and in what did Abraham believe? He believed God who resurrects the dead and calls the things that are
not as being. 
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Abraham and Sarah’s situation: 

Abraham “hoped against hope in order to become the father of many nations.”

Faith is no super-power.

There is nothing we can do, there is not status in this old creation, that solves our real need: life from the dead. 

Abraham’s obedience in resting in God’s promises revealed his deepest loyalties, despite any mental wrestlings he
had with just how this was going to come about.

Abraham in faith “gave glory to God” - contrast 1.19ff. 

Not written for Abraham only: 

Jesus our Lord was “handed over because of our trespasses and raised because of our justification.”

1. We have nothing in and of ourselves by which to lay hold of the status of “son of God.”

2. God has declared us justified in Christ Jesus.
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3. Saving faith is not struggle-free.


