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November 8, 2015 TEARING THE VEIL

MARK 15.33-41 (WITH EX 26.31-37; HEB 10.19-31)
The tearing of the Temple veil is a part of the gospel (cf. Mk 1.1)

What is the veil? A woven, embroidered curtain or drape hanging in the Temple. The Temple itself gives the context
for the meaning of the veil. 

What is the Temple? God’s earthly palace where he dwelt among his people  (cf. Lev 26.11-12). 

Cannot contain the full presence of God (cf. 1Kg 8.27). It is God’s palace, but it represents the entirety of creation;
i.e., the highest heaven and the earth. God’s palace / throne encompasses heaven and earth (Isa 66.1). The Temple is
this palace in  miniature.

Herod’s Temple had two veils: one at the entrance to the Holy Place and one between the Holy Place and the Holy of
Holies. Debate as to which veil was torn. I believe it was the second veil (cf. Heb 9.3).

Meaning? Mark gives us images to get us started. Parallels between baptism of Jesus and death of Jesus.
Heaven/Firmament “tears” and a voice proclaims “Son” of God in both.

So, what is torn when the veil is torn? Heaven/Firmament so that we get a view of God’s throne in the highest heaven
or in the Holy of Holies.

What is heaven/firmament? Back to creation week. 1st day highest heaven created mature/complete/glorious. Earth
was without form and void; a big mass of water hanging in dark nothingness.

2nd day God separated waters below and waters above, taking some water up to his highest heaven. Put a firmament
in between the waters to keep them separate. Called that firmament “heaven” (Ge 1.8). Later places sun, moon, and
stars there (Ge 1.14-19).

Above this firmament not only the water but God’s heavenly throne (cf. e.g., Ezek 1.22-28).

The firmament-heaven was the place where earth and heaven met in some way but remained divided. We know from
the rest of Scripture’s story that this was not to be a permanent division. Harmonious separation.

The earth was given to man in order to make it into the image of God’s heaven; for God’s will to be done on earth as
it is in heaven (Mt 6.10). The two are united when this work is done (cf. Rev 21-22).

What does all this have to do with the Temple veil? Veil = firmament; behind or “above” is God’s throne in the Holy
of Holies above the cherubim on the ark of the covenant (Ex 25.22; Num 7.89; 2Kg 19.15; 1Chr 13.6; Isa 37.16).

The veil is that place where heaven and earth meet but in which they are divided. Behind the veil is God’s throne.

Why was it there? Represented original creation firmament, but the story doesn’t end there. Sin enters the world and
the harmonious separation becomes an adversarial separation. People must be kept from the presence of God.

The Garden of Eden = the original Holy of Holies, “the Garden of God” (Ez 28.13; 31.8, 9). Place where man met
with God for face-to-face communion. Sin brings about expulsion.

God sets up a “veil” at the entrance to the Garden: two cherubim with flaming swords. Cherubim are embroidered on
the veil of the Temple. They guard the entrance into the presence of God; guard the holiness of God. (Cf. Ex 26.31)

The veils were coverings God set up so that in some way they kept God hidden from the world for the world’s own
good. The unholy world would be destroyed in the presence of a holy God.

Why is it significant that the veil was torn from top to bottom at Jesus’ death? What does the tearing of the veil tell
us about who Jesus is and what he is doing?
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“From top to bottom” - who is behind or “above” the veil? God himself. He is the one tearing the veil. He is “coming
out of hiding.” 

What does this have to do with Jesus’ death? The veil is torn in two at the same time Jesus is torn in two (i.e., he
dies). Jesus = the veil. Cf. Heb 10.20, the veil is his flesh.

What does that then mean? 1) In the flesh of Christ Jesus is the union of heaven and earth.

This is just one mor image to tell us the identity of Christ: He is the one in whom heaven and earth are joined. He is
God and man. He is the place where heaven and earth unite, where creation is made one with God.

In Christ Jesus the sin that alienated us from God is dealt with. He has overcome that which separated us in hostility.

But that is not all he has done. In him creation’s original purpose of the unification of heaven and earth is realized.

In him we understand what “heaven on earth” is to look like. The earth is supposed to “look like Jesus.”

2) Christ  alone is the protection of the earth. 

The veil stands between God’s holiness and a sinful world, shielding the world from the full wrath of God. If God’s
holiness is exposed to unholy people, they will die.

He is the firmament-heaven, the veil, that is preserving the world right now. The only reason that unbelievers aren’t
consumed right now is because of Jesus’ gracious protection.

3) Through Christ alone do we have access to God the Father.

The veil of the Temple was the place through which the high priest would enter once a year to come, as it were, face
to face with God. Jesus being the torn veil means that through him the way to God has been made open.

Se that all these things are true, what then should we do? How should we respond and live in light of who Christ is
and what he has done?

a)  “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water” (Heb 10.22)

“Draw near” language is worship or prayer language. What you do in the Temple. Christ’s death and tearing of the
veil is a call to worship/draw near.

“True heart” - undivided loyalties. “Full assurance of faith” - we won’t be rejected.

We have received washing–baptism into Christ–made holy and, thus, fit to enter the presence of God.

b) “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.” (Heb 10.23)

c) “Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” (Heb 10.24-25)

Jesus draws us near to God in order that we might be made more into his likeness. We are forgiven, not merely to
have a clean record with God, but so that we can pursue being holy as he is holy.

The way God accomplishes this in us is through each of us encouraging one another to be like God in love and good
works. This happens when we meet together in the presence of God; i.e., as his Temple.

Consequence of rejection: Heb 10.26-31, more severe judgment than anything under Moses.


