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December 14, 2014 FAMILY WORSHIP

DEUT 29.1-15; LUKE 18.15-18; EPH 6.1-4
Incarnation: redeems infancy & childhood; encourages parenting b/c parents are necessary for the nurture and care of
the image of the invisible God; encourages the church to embrace children.

Leadership position: deliberately encourage the participation of children in worship in order to develop a culture that
is hospitable to the church’s smallest members.

Our practices develop ways of thinking, and ways of think develop cultures. What are the children and the rest of the
church learning by our inclusion or exclusion of children in worship?

1. WHAT IS WORSHIP?
The Lord’s Service - special/distinguished time from other activities in the church’s life. Christian education (e.g.,
SS or conference) is not this time. Other principles may apply there.

Is worship primarily education? Things to be learned. But that is not the only focus. If it is, should we only include
people in worship with intellectual abilities to learn? Other activities focus on education.

Is worship the exercise of individual pietism? That is, when you come into worship, should you only be concerned
about what you are getting out of the service? If so, why not just have private devotions with an MP3 player?

Individual piety is important, but it is important to understand what the Bible considers individual piety/holiness ...
and it is not cutting yourself from other people so that there will be no distractions in worship.

Worship is covenant renewal. It is the time when God’s family–those with whom he is in covenant–comes before
him for a family reunion to hear his commitments to us and make our commitments to him in word and food.

2. WHO SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN WORSHIP?
A. CHILDREN HAVE ALWAYS BEEN IN WORSHIP

cf. Dt 29.1-15 - covenant is being renewed; little ones are there (29.11); cf. also 31.9-13; Josh 8.35

cf. Eph 6.1; Col 3.20 - children and their responsibilities addressed when the letter was read to the church assumes
their presence in the worship service. Covenant is renewed and they have responsibilities.

Lord’s Supper–the covenant meal–is present when they gather (cf. e.g., 1Cor 11.17ff; Ac 20.7); this is a covenant
renewal and the children were to be present.
 

B. WORSHIP IS FAMILY TIME

The promises and responsibilities of God are given to us and to our children. So, it makes perfect sense that when
God comes in love to affirm his promises to his people, all those to whom the promises are given will be present.

Women and children were not required to attend the three Feasts. That was a hardship because of the geographical
centralization of worship in Jerusalem. Now all can come because wherever we gather we are the Temple.

3. WHAT DO WE DO WITH CHILDREN IN WORSHIP?
A. TRAIN THEM TO WORSHIP

Parents = ordained ministers of the church to their children. Train them to be worshipers. The primary place this
occurs is the gathered, sacramental worship of God’s family.

All other training–home worship, private devotions–is training for this worship.

Simply having our children in the worship service is not in itself sufficient. Some people may be quite happy with
thinking that a moral victory has been won simply because little Johnny is able to be in the same room.

But this is not the end or the goal of having our children in covenant renewal. Our goal in rearing them in the context
of the worship of God’s people is to help them develop as worshipers of God. They need to grow in their
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understanding of what is going on and develop as worshipers in mind and body.

They need to learn to be disciplined in order to concentrate and, thus, fully participate and grow in their love and
worship of God. They can begin to learn this in structured family worship; a training ground for gathering with the
rest of the family on Sunday.

An aspect of worship is to present the fruit that we have produced all week. Our children are little gardens. Their
discipline/training in worship is to be presented as the fruit of the parents’ hands as much as anything else.

This is the fruit of parenting throughout the week. It can’t be done simply Sunday to Sunday. This requires
disciplines throughout the week; not just corrective discipline, but instilling good disciplines in their lives so that
their bodies and minds are being shaped for worship.

They need to learn how to distinguish times. A time for play, a time for worship.

Qualifier:“But children will be children. We can’t expect them to sit there and listen to everything.” We work with
their immaturity where they are and help them to mature in their engagement.

They need to learn that worship is mutual submission. Not “me time” but “us time.” I’m to consider others and the
effects of my actions on the people around me.

B. BEARING WITH ONE ANOTHER

The word(s) proclaimed need to be heard so that there can be an “Amen” given (cf. 1Cor 14.16). This requires
something of adults and children.

(1) There must be a consideration of others. Put yourself in the place of other people; hear what they hear.

(2) There must be a bearing with our smallest members. There are tolerable noises; the strong must learn to bear
with the weakest members of the church (cf. 1Cor 12.21-24).

There needs to be appropriate give-and-give between members.

“What about guests who are not used to having children in worship, much less their own children in worship? What
do we do to serve them?”

We need to be as hospitable to guests as possible, seeking to serve them. We will have helpers.
 
How far would accommodation to the expectations of others go before we have changed the culture of the church?

“What about my participation? I don’t get to participate that much. I’m taking my child out often and never hear a
sermon.” 

There are some seasons of life as parents that work in this area is pretty intense. Stay patient. Keep working.

If you need a rest in the relentless schedule of parenting, get a sitter during the week and go out together. But this is
not the time for that. This is the time for the whole family of God to present themselves before God if at all possible. 

But you may also need to look at what you are doing at home during the week. Do you have a disciplined home? If
that is not the case at home during the week, the worship service won’t be any different.

But then you might also need to reorient your thinking about worship itself. Worship involves using your gifts to
serve others in the congregation. The strong serve the week. You are gifted to do so.


