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December 20, 2015 AN AMERICAN CHURCH OR THE CHURCH IN AMERICA?
THE HOLY MOUNTAIN CITY

REVELATION 21.9-27 (WITH EZ 43.10-12; MT 5.14-16)
First Sunday of Advent: strand of American culture that says “religion” is private; church = collection of individuals
caring about the welfare of their own souls.

Second Sunday of Advent: church is a city-culture, counter to the ungodly world, but working to transform.

Third Sunday of Advent: Church is situated in new creation as the New Jerusalem; this is the church as she is and
will become in Christ.

Architecture and Exhortation
Learn of culture through topography and architecture. Our structures are our culture “set in stone” as it were. 

E.g., Washington D.C.: Greco-Roman architecture; many buildings patterned after Roman temples; our government
structures incorporate much Roman influence.

Architecture as representative is a reflection of God himself: the whole world structure reflects his glory (cf. e.g., Ps
19). World structures also represent/symbolize man.

Our capitals have government buildings that exude strength and stability, with many clean lines. We portray
ourselves as a strong and just nation with our architecture.

God uses architecture to represent his people and also rebuke them through the prophet Ezekiel. 

Ezekiel: prophet during the time when Judah was exiled to Babylon and Jerusalem’s walls and temple destroyed. He
sees restoration of the people in the future, depicted in chs 40–48 with the vision of the temple (which parallels
John’s vision in Rev 21–22).

The description of the temple’s architecture was a rebuke of the people; cf. Ez 43.10-12:
As for you, son of man, describe to the house of Israel the temple, that they may be ashamed of their
iniquities; and they shall measure the plan. 11 And if they are ashamed of all that they have done, make
known to them the design of the temple, its arrangement, its exits and its entrances, that is, its whole design;
and make known to them as well all its statutes and its whole design and all its laws, and write it down in
their sight, so that they may observe all its laws and all its statutes and carry them out. 12 This is the law
of the temple: the whole territory on the top of the mountain all around shall be most holy. Behold, this is
the law of the temple.

The design of the Temple as well as the laws God prescribes, are “the law of the Temple” that are to provoke shame
because of the people’s iniquities. 

Measurements and materials not just “practical” (“Must look like something and be built with something.”). These
are “the law of the temple.”

John’s vision is Ezekiel’s vision perfected. His vision is also “the law of the temple” or temple-city. Architecture
provides exhortation.

Great, High Mountain
Mountains in Scripture: Eden was on a mountain (cf. Ez 28.13-14 and topography of Gen 2); Noah’s ark rested on a
mountain where Noah worshiped; Abraham sacrifices Isaac on Mt Moriah

Moses ascends Mt Sinai to meet God, then Mt Sinai is “housed” in the Tabernacle (Ps 68.17).

The city of Jerusalem is established on two mountains, Mts Zion and Moriah. Moriah, the place where Abraham
went to worship, is where Solomon’s Temple was built (2Chr 3.1).



2

Daniel sees a mountain grow from a stone that crushes the image of the empire (Dan 2). 

Jesus ascends a mountain to teach (Mt 5) and is crucified on a mountain.

Mountains = place where people ascend to meet with God. Church is on a mountain; we are a mountain society.

What does this say about our culture as the church? How shall we then live? We are a fixed, solid structure,
reflecting the Rock of our salvation, the place where people come to meet God. Provide a place of refuge.

We present an unchangeable God to the world; one that calls people to himself.

City set on a hill (Mt 5.14); a light to the nations.

Holy City
“Foursquare” = a cube (21.15-16); shape of the Holy of Holies (cf. 1Kg 6.20; Ez 41.4). City = a new Holy of Holies.

The citizens of this city are “holy ones” or “saints.” What does it mean to be holy?

1) Holiness is a position. Status that God grants to his people; set apart for something as well as from something.

Holiness involves being given a status, an office, a calling. It is to be set apart by God and for God. You belong to
him, the holy one, for a special purpose. Bear the name of the Holy One.

2) Holiness is a practice. 1Pt 1.14-16 (cf. Lev 11.44; 19.2; 20.7)

Holiness = integrity; pure, unmixed, nothing to compromise the strength or purity.

For us to be holy is to reflect the purity of God himself in motivation as well as action.

Not “trapped” inside the individual. Holiness is relational.

How shall we then live? What is it to be a holy city? As a church we are a holy city and we are to be a holy city.

As citizens of this holy city, all of its citizens–young and old–have sanctuary access.

As a holy city, a people who live in relationship with one another, holiness is to characterize our relationships.

This is the reason we don’t violate the sacred boundaries of marriage, e.g., with sexual relations outside of marriage.
Being holy demands that we maintain the integrity/purity of the boundaries God has established. 

Holiness doesn’t only deal with what we should avoid, but also what we should pursue. Maintaining a holy city
means that we strive to maintain the integrity/purity of our relationships at every level.

Relationships characterized by holiness in the church are those that 1) identify and death with sin and 2) pursue
peace. 

Those who practice sin are to be outside the city (Rev 22.15; cf. also 21.8).

Holiness doesn’t stop at the walls of our city. Holiness goes to the heart of our city. What we cultivate in our
relationships with one another.

Encourage one another (Heb 3.13). Confess, repent, ask for forgiveness, grant forgiveness (cf. Eph 4.31-32).

Predicated on having a shared life; spending time together.

God’s holy city is holy all the way to the heart. It’s integrity runs to the deepest parts of our being. 


