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December 21, 2014 THE RESURRECTION: THE END OF LIFE AS WE KNOW IT

MARK 12.18-27
Resurrection from the dead is that for which we hope.

The Sadducees seek to derail Jesus’ kingdom movement and retain their present power through denial of the
resurrection. Jesus proves from the Scriptures which they count as authoritative that God is a God of resurrection,
and the dead will most certainly be raised.

Context: Jesus is in the Temple after having shut it down the day before. He is put “on trial” by the chief priests,
elders, scribes, Pharisees, Herodians, and now the Sadducees.

Sadducees - some believe name comes from “Zadok,” the priestly line of Aaron chosen in the time of David to
occupy the office of high priest. Aristocratic class.

Held to the primacy of the five books of Moses. Doctrines like the resurrection were inventions to be rejected.
Believed in some form of annihilationism (i.e., no life after death at all; cf. Ac 23.8). The populist Pharisees believed
the opposite.

Compromised with the infusion of Greek culture. Sought to retain their power in relationship with Rome.

A doctrine of the resurrection posed problems to the status quo. Encouraged people to rebel b/c they had hope
beyond this life.

Why are they asking Jesus this question? Jesus is leading a kingdom movement in which he is calling for absolute
loyalty. If this brings about death to him and followers, what then? Take away hope, and you take away momentum.

Question based on Dt 25.5ff, the levirate law (the husband’s brother marrying his deceased brother’s wife in order to
raise up seed to inherit the land given to the family by God).

God would have to “raise up” (“resurrect”) seed of the dead man.

Sadducees believed this law created a problem for the resurrection. If a woman has multiple husbands alive, she will
be guilty of breaking the law. Will God permit this in the resurrection?

Sadducees are ignorant of Scriptures and power of God. Doctrine of resurrection is not new.

They haven’t thought deeply enough about the story and implications of Scriptures. “According to the Scriptures”
(cf. 1Cor 15.1-3) doesn’t mean “proof text.” Involves themes, types, shadows, stories, etc.

“... neither marry nor are given in marriage” - Sadducees have assumed that the family and its purpose will continue
after the resurrection in the same form as it exists now.

Storyline: God created heaven perfected/mature; fixed numbers. The earth and its inhabits are growing into maturity.
End of the story for earth would be to enter into God’s rest. Earth’s mission will be over and things will change.

Family is integral to this maturity (“fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth”). Family is maturing. Once the need to be
fruitful and multiply mission is done, the purpose of the family will change.

The levirate law will, therefore, no longer apply. Must know the storyline of Scripture.

Once the nuclear family’s mission is accomplished, it will give way to that which God intended from the beginning:
one, great, big family.

Whatever joy we experience in our present family situations will pale in comparison to what God will give us in the
resurrection. We will know one another (just as Jesus was recognizable), but our relationships will change.
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Reference to Exodus 3, the “bush” passage. In the context of YHWH revealing himself as the one who keeps his
covenant-promises in delivering his people. 

“I AM” - “I always exist, I live, for my people.” The only way for God not to fulfill his promises is for him to cease
to exist.

God never ceases to be a God to his people. God reveals himself as “I am” = present tense; those long dead are still
in relationship with God, living in some form.

God made promises to the fathers about deliverance and inheritance. But what happens if they die before receiving
these promises? Do they just lose out? Are the promises only inherited by those who are living at the time? No.

For God to be faithful to the fathers to inherit the land/earth, then he must raise them from the dead.

When God revealed his name at the burning bush, he was doing so with the aim of delivering his people from
bondage. The ultimate bondage of man is to sin and its consequent death. 

Do the Sadducees believe that when God’s people died that fell out of the realm of God’s power to deliver? Is death
the place where God has no power any longer? Hardly. 

The Scriptures and the demonstrated power of God through the ages tell us that there will be a resurrection of his
people. Then he dogmatically concludes, “You are very wrong!”

The Sadducees have come to put Jesus on trial and find him in the wrong, but once again the tables have been turned
on the judges; the judges have become the judged and have been found guilty.

1. What risks can we take because of the hope of the resurrection? 

2. The family as we know it has a terminal mission.


