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December 27, 2015 AN AMERICAN CHURCH OR THE CHURCH IN AMERICA?
THE CHURCH: STONES OF LIGHT

REV 21.9-27 (W/ ISA 54.1-17; JN 1.1-14)

In the incarnation of the eternal Son, heaven and earth are united and God’s intentions for his creation are revealed.

Uniting creation to himself in his death and resurrection, Christ has made a new heavens and new earth. Seen on
earth now in the church, the body of Christ.

John sees and describes in architectural images. We are exhorted through architecture (cf. Ez 43.10-12).

The Dwelling of the Glory of God - Last week: city = Holy of Holies (cubed dimensions tell us this).

Holy of Holies = the throne room of God; where the glory of God dwells. Cf. 21.11, 23.

The Holy of Holies is now the entirety of the church, the city of God. No longer is it confined behind veils from
God’s people. It is still housed within the walls of a city, but the gates are open to the city and all the people in the
city dwell in the unveiled presence of the glory of God.

But what is the glory of God? Theology class: “the manifestation of the sum total of God’s perfections.” True.

God’s glory, being the manifestation of a living and active God, is vivid, alive, and active. Visible, leading his
people from Egypt, through the Sea, and through the wilderness (Ex 13). Fills Tabernacle/Temple.

The glory of God is revelatory. God’s glory reveals the character of God.

We know that the place where God’s glory is revealed principally is in his eternal Son. Jn 1.14, 18. We only know
the Father through the Son.

The revelation of God reveals who we are. Cf. Isa 6.1ff; Jn 3.19-21

God’s glory guides. Light that illumines the way. Leading his people through the Sea and wilderness. Light by which
the nations will walk (Rev 21.24).

God’s glory  protects. Protected his people from Pharaoh’s armies. Shields from heat and cold.

God’s glory revealed in Christ Jesus (Jn 1.14). John says it dwells in this city, the bride, the church. No conflict.
Church is the body of Christ. Bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh (Eph 5.22ff.; cf. also Ac 9).

We are the dwelling place of God’s glory because we, the church, are united with Christ; we are one with Christ.

God’s glory revealed in us because, in Christ, we are his renewed image. We see the glory of God in one another (cf.
2Cor 3.18).

What does this mean for the culture of the church? It means that we are the revelation of the glory of God to one
another and the world around us. The church has a revealing mission.

God’s character/glory/Person is seen by each of us and by the world in our lives together.

We ought to be revealing the hearts of men by the glory that dwells here (cf. 1Cor 14.24-25).

The church is to be a guide. We have a discipling mission. Nations will walk by this light (21.24).

The church is a place of protection. A place of refuge for those who desire to follow Christ.

No one  will be perfect. But God expects us to be a place of refuge to them.
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Stones of Light:  her radiance is like a most rare jewel, like jasper (this is probably diamond), clear as crystal/brilliant
(11). Her wall are of jasper/diamond, the city is pure gold, clear as glass (18). Her foundations are adorned with
every kind of jewel: jasper, sapphire, agate, emerald, onyx, carnelian, chrysolite, beryl, topaz, chrysoprase, jacinth,
amethyst (19-20). Her twelve gates are made of one pearl each, and her streets are purest gold (21).

This is the bride, the Lamb’s wife (21.2, 9). Glorified bride.

Bride is a city; wives to kings and mothers to citizens. Cf. Isa 54.

Jerusalem begins to be described as a city in 54.11. God tells Jerusalem that he will set her stones in “antimony.”
This word is used in two other places in the OT: 2Kg 9.30 & Jer 4.30. Both speak about women painting their eyes
(i.e., eyeshadow). Accentuating beauty of the eyes.

Isa 54.11f. speaks of glorifying this woman-city much in the same way as John describes his the city-bride in Rev 21. 

Jerusalem from above is “mother of us all” (Gal 4.26). She gives birth to and nurtures children to maturity.

Woman-city is glorified by her children. Her children are gold and precious stones.

Precious metals and stones = dirt that has gone through pressure and heat. Men are dirt that God moves to become
precious metals and stones (cf. the breastplate of high priest).

How do we who are made of dirt become gold and precious stones? Through tribulation, testing, and suffering.

This city was founded upon the suffering of her king. This laid the foundation and provided the blueprint of the city. 

The culture of the church is one that submits to and endures suffering in order to be glorified. Cf Rom 8.17

Suffering takes all different forms. Some of it goes on within the life of God’s people in which we must be
“longsuffering,” bearing with one another in love (cf. Eph 4.2).

Longsuffering matures/beautifies us.

Being a city of precious metal and stones means that the city is a product of dominion. Doesn’t “just happen.” It must
be mined, purified, and shaped to fit the building.

Materials for Tabernacle and Temple were products of the defeat of God’s enemies. Jesus has done the same thing in
building his house: He has defeated and spoiled the old creation to build his temple-city.

How is he doing this? In each case God used skilled laborers, gifted men, to design and oversee the construction of
the house. The gold must be taken, purified, melted, and shaped to fit the design of the building-city.

These precious metals and stones are clear, translucent, and brilliant. 21.11, literally, “light-bearers;” 21.8,
clear/clean as glass; 21.21, “transparent as glass.” Reflect and refract the glory of God into rainbow colors that
surround his throne (Rev 4.3).

What does this say about our culture as the church? We share one common source of light, but it is displayed in us in
various colors. That is, while there is unity, there is also diversity.

Foundation stones - twelve apostles; walls that distinguish and protect are built upon the apostolic teaching; i.e., the
Scriptures.

We follow the pattern laid out in the foundations. What we do must “fit” the pattern. We must always be ready to
examine what we are doing to see if it fits the foundations.


