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December 4, 2016 KNOW PAIN, KNOW GAIN

ROMANS 5.1-5

“Hope of the glory of God” - major theme in Romans 5–8.

1–3 - concluded that all, Jews and Gentiles, under sin and recipients of God’s wrath; God’s enemies. Remedied in
Christ Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Plan was to accomplish salvation through Abraham and his seed/family (ch. 4). Covenant included justification,
inheritance, and suffering before receiving the inheritance. (Gen 15)

We who believe in Christ are a part of Abraham’s family (= in the Abraham covenant). We are heirs within this
covenant, sharing the same promises of inheritance as well as suffering.

Justification produced peace with God (5.1).

Access by faith into this grace in which we stand = another benefit.

1) Royal access

2) Worship language

Worship–access, being drawn near to God–included a present standing of peace with God and was the promise of
future glory and provided hope for the worshiper.

“Grace in which we stand” 

“Boast in hope of the glory of God?”

Boast - (cf. Jer 9.24; 1Cor 1.31; Gal 6.14; 2Cor 9.2, 3; 2Thess 1.4)
• the expression of the ground of our identity and confidence.

“The hope of the glory of God.”

“Not only this, but we boast in tribulations....”
• We can boast in tribulation because we know that it is a part of our story; the path to glory; the way of life

that leads to the promises of God.
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Tribulations produce perseverance/patience/endurance.

Perseverance works proven character.

Proven character works hope.

Paul moves on to say that this hope does not shame us. Two possibilities:
• 1) we are not ashamed of our hope even through various trials 

• 2) this hope will not put us in a position of shame before God when we stand before him at the final
judgment.

Hope does not shame us because the love of God is poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit given to us.

• The evidence of this is that we love Christ, sharing his kingdom life and hope. Wherever the Spirit is
operating, we are pointed to Christ. Wherever people love Christ, it is an evident sign of the Spirit’s
activity.

1. Tribulation is not a problem to be solved but a path to be walked by faith.

2. God’s pain in our lives is purposeful.


