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February 1, 2015 CAN YOU BE MY FRIEND?
PROV 8.13-36; MATT 7.24-27; COL 2.1-5

Storyline of Proverbs: a father/king instructing his son in how to distinguish and choose between two women: harlot
folly and lady wisdom. (Each shows up in various places whether male or female.)

Character of those whom we should befriend: Love Wisdom

What is wisdom? Wisdom is about relationships. Wisdom knows how different relationships ought to be. (Pr 8:
“master craftsman:” knows how things should be put together; how they relate.)

How do we gain wisdom? We must seek wisdom from the all-wise One: God himself. The beginning of wisdom is
the fear of YHWH (Pr 1.7; 9.10; 15.33; 21.30).

By wisdom he created the world (Pr 3.19-20; 8.13-36). He knows how everything fits together. To know wisdom we
must submit to his wisdom, submitting to his order.

Trust him and he will direct your paths (Pr 3.5-6). Don’t be wise in your own eyes. Depart from evil (Pr 3.7). The
way that seems right to man ends in the way of death (Pr 14.12; 16.25).

One of the instructions of wisdom for us is that we entangle our lives in others who are also walking in the way of
wisdom. We are to have friends who love wisdom, and we are to be avoiding fools (i.e., those people who walk
contrary to the wisdom of God). Cf. Pr 13.20; 14.7

Those who love wisdom and qualify to be good friends: faithful Christians. Col 2.1ff. - wisdom is hidden in Christ
Jesus. The wise are those who are digging for more treasure.

Faithful Christian is more than those who simply bear the name “Christian.” There are some who bear the name who
walk as fools. Cf. 1Cor 5.11

How do you know a person is pursuing wisdom? He will love the source of wisdom: Christ himself as revealed in his
Word and in his people. That is, he will love the Scriptures and he will love Christ’s body, the church.

Loves the Scriptures: he wants to know them so that he may better obey.

Loves the church: he wants to be with people who are walking in the way of wisdom.

Eight character qualities of the wise in Proverbs: 1. Content

Proverbs begins by father telling his son not to associate with the greedy-violent. Those who seek to take life from
others in various ways (Pr 1.8ff.). The wise is generous, giving life (Pr 14.21, 31; 11.25; 19.17).

Greedy people are leeches (Pr 30.15). Suck the life out of you.

Greed and anger walk hand in hand: both characterized by discontentment and contention (Pr 15.18; 29.22; 28.25;
29.8). Destroy others in order to “feed” themselves.

Don’t walk with angry men (Pr 22.24-25). Always grumbling and complaining.

To attract godly friends you need to learn to be a content. Characteristic of a grateful person.

2. Discipline - having control of yourself, your emotions and you will. Not able to be knocked off the path by
distractions of fulfilling your responsibilities at hand.

Being undisciplined = susceptible to attack and death (Pr 25.28). The wise love discipline (Pr 12.1; 15.5). The way
of life (19.18).
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3. Diligence. Being a faithful steward of whatever God has put in your hand. Opposed to sloth; i.e., refusal to fulfill
responsibilities. Father uses slothful man as example of what not to be and do: Pr 24.30ff.

He is wise in his own eyes, able to give reasons why he can’t fulfill his responsibilities even though seven wise men
can tell him how he can (Pr 26.16). His world is crumbling around him, but he knows.

Sloth is destructive.(Pr 18.9).What do you think he will do in a relationship with you? If he is not faithful to his basic
responsibilities, how committed to you will he be as a friend? 

Pr 31- lady wisdom is diligent. 

4. Sexually pure. Pr 5–7 - recognize harlot folly. She is not to be followed to death (Pr 7.27).

You want friends who are striving to be sexually pure, not inviting you to watch porn with them on the internet or go
to parties at which people hook up.

You must be sexually pure, fighting sexual sin. Can’t expect a friend to pull you out of it.

5. Humble. Pride goes before destruction (Pr 16.18). Humility is seeing yourself with the proper evaluation. 

Humility serves others and listens to wise counsel (cf. Phil 2.1ff.; Pr 12.15; 9.7-9; 18.2). A wise man learns from
instruction (Pr 9.9; 15.14; 18.15; 21.1).

6. Righteous/Just.  he seeks to conform his life to the standards of God and, thus, deal with others justly. He doesn’t
try to cut corners in ways that benefit himself and cheats others (Pr 11.1).

The righteous man hates evil (Pr 8.13): in himself and in his friends and fights it in both. 

Friend will hold you accountable, doing whatever it takes to extricate you from your sin.

7. Reliable. You can depend on him. He is a man of his word.

“a friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity” (Pr 17.17). He is a friend, as Pr 18.24 says, that sticks
closer than a brother.

Does he take them seriously? Does he follow through, or is he careless about his word? 

Are you reliable? Can you be counted on to be where you said you were going to be and do what you said you were
going to do unless providentially hindered? Do you ditch commitments when something you want to do more comes
along?

8. Gracious - accepts you with your weaknesses and is willing to cover your sins in forgiveness (Pr 17.9). 

Revealed in his speech. Cf. Pr 16.21, 23, 24. Knows when to speak and when not to speak (Pr 24.11; 17.27).
Provides good counsel (Pr 27.9).

Words bring healing while the fools words are rash and destructive (Pr 20.19), giving full vent to their spirit (29.11).

They think about how their words will affect the hear, whether or not they will minister grace (Eph 4.29). 

Are you gracious? Do you hold grudges, unwilling to forgive those who have wronged you even though they may
have asked for it and willing to forgive when they do ask for it? 

Do you show grace in your speech, speaking judiciously, measuring your words and how they affect the people
listening to you, or do you only care about what you are feeling at the time and must give vent for the sake of getting
it off of your chest?


