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February 12, 2017 GRACE IMBALANCE

ROMANS 5.15-17 (W/ GE 3.1-21; MT 26.26-28)
5.12-14:
• Death-through-sin entered the world through Adam and death spread to all men
• Law of Moses is not required to have “sin;” obvious b/c death reigned from Adam to Moses.
• Adam is a type of Christ: appointed by God the Father to be the head of the creation.

Emphasis in 15-21: Grace demonstrated in/through Christ is more powerful than death-through-sin in Adam.

The imbalance of the transgression and grace

The grace-gift > the transgression 

Grace-gift: 
• Undeserved

• Giving of oneself to another

• Overpowers sin-and-death

The imbalance of condemnation and justification

v. 16: “the one man sinning is not equal to the gift.” One man sinning < the gift.

It took more work to bring about justification than it did to bring about condemnation. 

“After many trespasses” - more than one sin had to be dealt with.
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Justification is greater than condemnation.

The imbalance of the reign of death and the reign of life

v. 17 - “for” - reason for v. 16

Condemnation results in death. Justification is announced in resurrection. Since Jesus was raised from the
dead–justified–it must be that God’s grace in justification is greater than condemnation.

Speaks of death “reigning” instead of “spreading.” What does it look like for death to reign? 

How did God create man to live? 

What does death-through-sin do to this life? 

Contrast:  “For if by one man’s trespass death reigned through that one man, much more those who receive the
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness will reign in life through the one, Jesus Christ.” 

“Those who receive”

Justification as a vocation: 

Responses and Reflections:

1. The abundance of grace requires the response of gratitude.

2. Grace changes us.

3. Is the reign of life evident in us?


