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February 14, 2016 THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD

ROMANS 1.16-17 (WITH ISA 51.1-8; LK 4.16-21; PS 35)
One of Paul’s concerns in Romans: prove that God is righteous. Paul argues that God has revealed his righteousness
in and through the death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ.

1.17 - in the gospel the righteousness of God has been revealed/apocalypsed. The righteousness of God becomes the
melody line and the other themes work in harmony off of it.

Concerned about the gospel: 1.1, 9, 15, 16; 15.16, 20; 16.25. Concerned because/for the gospel is the power of God
unto salvation ... because/for in it the righteousness of God is revealed. Salvation and righteousness of God are
linked.

“What is the righteousness of God?” Should it be understood as a righteousness that comes from God or God’s own
righteousness (i.e., the way God acts).

Not the phrase Paul would use, I believe, to speak of righteousness from God. He says that a different way explicitly
in Phil 3.9.

There is a history with this phrase, and it speaks about God doing what is right/just. (Understood biblically, you will
eventually get the other interpretation as well. God’s righteousness will provide salvation in Christ.)

God’s righteousness and covenant 
What does it mean for God to be righteous? God always does what is right or just.

Righteousness is an active noun; it is active because it is relational. It speaks of how God relates within himself and
with his creation. (Cf. Ps 145.17)

Many have seen righteousness/justice only in terms of giving each person his due. If you are a sinner, your due is
punishment. This is true, but the understanding is too narrow, not taking into account the full context of God’s
relationships.

How then do sinful people celebrate and long for God’s righteousness to be revealed in Pss 96 and 98?

Righteousness is relational, and God relates in terms of covenant. (Covenant is a relationship in which promises are
made and there are blessings for faithfulness and curses for unfaithfulness.)

God is in covenant with the whole of creation (cf. Gen 9; Jer 33.20, 25).

God enters into covenant with man specifically. God is in covenant with Adam, and it would be through Adam that
his promises for the rest of creation would be fulfilled.

Adam sinned (i.e., broke covenant). God came and renewed the covenant with new promises, one of which included
the defeat of the serpent’s seed through a “second Adam.” (Cf. Rom 5.12-21)

God’s covenant, since the fall, is intended to deal with the problem of sin, and through dealing with the problem of
sin, put man in a position to fulfill his original purpose to grow to be completely formed into the image of God.

God committed himself to deal with the problem of sin and complete his creation purpose.

God’s righteousness is determined by how he relates in terms of his covenant. Righteousness assumes a standard; a
means of measuring what is good and evil, what is sin and what is holy. In Scripture, God’s covenant is that standard.

God’s righteousness speaks to his being faithful to his covenant in all respects.

God made promises to punish sin and deliver his people. To be righteous, God must do both.
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To whom has God promised to be merciful? To people who respond to him in faith; that is, those people who pledge
their loyalty to him, who accept the provisions of mercy he has made within his covenant and walk in his ways.

God’s being righteous means that God must punish sin and deliver his people from sin. God put himself in a position
that only he could remedy.

Paul is saying that the fullness of God’s righteousness–his faithfulness to his covenant–is revealed in Jesus Christ. In
him sin is punished and God’s people are delivered.

The revelation of God’s righteousness means salvation. The gospel is the power of God for salvation because in the
gospel of Jesus Christ, God has revealed his covenant faithfulness; he has done what is right by fulfilling his
covenant.

Scriptural history shown in parallels between salvation and righteousness:
• Ps 40 “I have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart; I have declared Your faithfulness and Your

salvation; I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your truth From the great assembly.” (Cf. also Pss
65.5; 71.15).

• Ps 98: “YHWH has made known His salvation; His righteousness He has revealed in the sight of the
nations.”

• Isa 51: 51.5, “My righteousness is near, my salvation has gone forth....” 51.6, “... but my salvation will be
forever, and my righteousness will not be abolished.” 51.8, “... but my righteousness will be forever, and my
salvation from generation to generation.”

• Isa 56.1: “Keep justice, and do righteousness, For My salvation is about to come, And My righteousness
to be revealed.” (Cf. also Isa 46.13; 59.16; 62.1). 

This is the same type of language that Paul is using: “for in it the righteousness of God is revealed.”

When God’s righteousness is revealed, that will mean salvation for God’s people and through them for the entirety of
the creation.

The question Paul will answer throughout Romans is, “How has God revealed his righteousness, his salvation?” How
has God fulfilled his covenant promises? 

If God has fulfilled his covenant promises of salvation in Christ Jesus, that means the only provision of salvation is
in him. If you desire to be a part of God’s new creation, to share life with him, then you must submit to God’s
righteousness; that is, what he has revealed.

Righteousness and the lawcourt
Lawcourt within the context of the covenant (not primary). God is judge of all the earth (Ge 18.25). He will judge
justly.

Righteousness located in two different places in lawcourt: the judge and one who stands before the judge.

For the judge–God–to be righteous “meant for him to be impartial, to uphold the law, to punish wrongdoing, and to
defend those who, like the orphan and the widow, had nobody else to defend them.” (Wright, 399) 

When the judge declares one party “in the right,” that person is declared “righteous” or “vindicated.”

God the Father judges righteously. We are sinners, but God the Son stands in the dock as our king and
representative. In him the righteous demands for punishment are fulfilled, and he receives the verdict as “righteous.”
We share in that verdict. We are righteous in Christ.

1. We are confident that God has done for us in Christ what we could not do for ourselves and, therefore, we have a
right standing with God.
2. We can confidently pray that God will vindicate us according to his righteousness. 
3. We can be assured of the forgiveness of our sins because God is righteous.


