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February 8, 2015 MAKING FRIENDS

PROV 4.1-27; LUKE 4.12-14; ROMANS 12.3-21
1. Take Risks
Many unknowns as you begin to pursue friendship. Uncertain of how it will turn out. Must take a risk.

Many of us have fears about relationships because of relationships we have had in the past; how we’ve been
shaped/trained in relationships. Remember Pr 22.24-25 (cf. also 13.20)

Relational “pathways” are cut into our minds. These are the trails that we take easily. Might have to break some
patterns. Takes courage to overcome.

You can take the wise risk in faith, knowing that it is pleasing to your Father to pursue friendships. He has reasons
for what happens in the relationship.

difficulties and disappointments of making friends. Because all are sinners, there is no fool-proof method of finding a
friendship that will certainly last.

Paul’s friendships: Demas: cp. Col 4.14; Phile 23 & 2Tm 4.10. A close companion who forsakes.

The possibility of betrayal doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t try or that we should always be suspiciously waiting for
the other shoe to drop, never really trusting anyone. It only means that it always a possibility. 

Splitting up over non-sinful differences: Paul and Barnabas over John-Mark (Ac 15.39). But cp. 2Tm 4.11

2. Temper your expectations
Remember: Every person in this world with whom you will pursue friendship is a sinner. Grace is needed.

If you are prone to setting unrealistic expectations of a person or of a relationships, you are setting yourself up for
disappointment. Must stay within biblical bounds in our expectations of others.

Expectations may be developed by the way you’ve related to others, expecting this person to be the same. May have
a “fairy tale” expectation of friendship (e.g., in love more with the idea of friendship than the friend).

Could have an unreasonable expectation of time. May want the other person to be just like you.

No one will be able to live up to your unrealistic expectations, and it is sinful on your part to demand that they do so.
Friends accept friends in their weakness, their struggles with sin, and their differentness.

The inner ring mentality. Inner ring = people with close relationships, perceived from the outside as being “in;” i.e.,
in a place of prestige or power.

Not seeking friendship for friendship but only for the perception of others. Once they arrive and the relationships are
“normal,” they seek for another inner ring.

C.S. Lewis; “Once the first novelty is worn off, the members of this circle will be no more interesting than your old
friends. Why should they be? You were not looking for virtue or kindness or loyalty or humour or learning or wit or
any of the things that can really be enjoyed. You merely wanted to be “in.” And that is a pleasure that cannot last. As
soon as your new associates have been staled to you by custom, you will be looking for another Ring. The rainbow’s
end will still be ahead of you. The old ring will now be only the drab background for your endeavor to enter the new
one.” (http://www.lewissociety.org/innerring.php accessed 2-3-15)

Happens in the church. “I don’t feel a part of the church” is sometimes, “I’m not friends with the people with whom I
want to be.” 

We must learn to be content with friendships God has given us and be seeking friendship with others for the right
reasons.

(http://www.lewissociety.org/innerring.php
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Limitations in friendships. Can only be close friends with a few people even though we may be friends with many.

If you go into a relationship with the expectation that finally all of your relational needs will be met in this persons,
you have put a burden on the other person that he/she cannot possibly bear.

Note: you cannot meet the demands of someone who demands that you do so.

But true friends don’t demand that the other be somebody he is not. Friends accept the person as different and as
they are.

Note the different gifts God gives people makes us different. Joy in the relationship is celebrating the differences.

3. Be friendly
In order to have friends, you must be friendly to others. You must have a hospitable personality, one that is
welcoming to outsiders.

In order to have friends, you will need to make time and room for people. This should begin for us in the church. 

Cf. Heb 10.24-25 - encouraged to love and good works in the assembly.

This is one way you pursue friendships: center your life in the life of the church. The church and its culture become
your life. You are a part of the lives of these people, and your lives are centered in the Word, Sacraments, prayer,
and the fellowship of the saints. Everything else in life is periphery and serves this life.

You can tell where the center of your life is by looking at your schedule and what takes precedence. Whatever bumps
other things out of the way, that is the priority in your life.

A little pointed application here: If we are to live up to our name, “Community,” much less “church,” it begins by
sharing a common life; a life of a shared schedule to a great extent, even for the “non-required” events.

Do you really expect to develop friendships like that? Do you expect to understand the culture of the church and
share life with others here when you don’t practice songs with us or stay for deeper teaching and interaction in
Sunday School? 

pursue hospitality. Rom 12.13 “pursue” = “persecute” (cf. Mt 5.10, 11, 12; Ac 9.4, 5). Must be an active chasing it
down.

Hospitality =  welcoming the stranger. It reflects the image of God himself who creates and then welcomes that
which is not God: the creature.

No church program. Must be the heart of individuals and families.

Doesn’t have to be fancy. Cf. Pr 15.17; 17.1

If you are not willing to pursue hospitality then you can’t complain about not having friends. This is a basic. No
matter how it is carried out (and there are many ways), it must be done.

In all of our pursuits of friendships through hospitality, we need to hear what Jesus said in our Gospel passage: be a
friend to the friendless. Seek to befriend those people who seem to be on the outside for whatever reason.

Don’t force friendships. Let them grow.


