
1

March 13, 2016 PAUL: SERVANT PRIEST

ROMANS 1.8-15 (W/ EX 28.1-14; LK 1.5-17)
As a priest in this new Temple built by the Spirit according to the gospel of God’s Son, Paul assures the Roman
church of his care and concern for them and his ministry to them (cf. Rom 15.15-16).

Paul’s prayers for the church 
Roman church = a Gentile church that Paul didn’t plant. Nevertheless, he is thankful for their faithfulness.

Faith is proclaimed throughout the world - Paul gives thanks because they are the living evidence of the gospel that
he is preaching, which says that God has been faithful to his promises in Christ and is making this new creation. 

Paul is the apostle to the Gentiles (cf. Gal 2.7-9), but he didn’t have to plant the Gentile church for it to be legitimate.

We can be thankful for what God is doing in other churches/denominations even if they aren’t in “our circles.”

“God is my witness” - oath. Why? Seems to revolve around Paul not visiting Rome yet and possible disgruntledness
from the Romans about it. It is serious enough that he invokes an oath to say that he desires to come and has tried.

God, the one whom he serves in his spirit in the gospel of his Son. Explaining his ministry.

“Serving” - Temple language; used of priests and Levites. Now the Temple is the church (cf. 1Cor 3.16).

Temple is the place where we draw near to God. Now this is done “in the gospel of God’s Son.” Priesthood is carried
out through what the gospel creates: the church.

“In his spirit” - seems to indicate something like “with everything that he is.”

Responsibility of priesthood - carry people before the Lord. Paul: “I make remembrance of you unceasingly.”
Temple imagery: offerings, incense, and stones on the shoulders of the high priest were memorials carried before the
Lord. Carried the people before YHWH. (Cf. e.g., Ex 28.12)

Paul, the priest, is presenting the Gentiles as an offering (Rom 15.16).

What is a memorial? A memorial is something that God puts in place for his people to use and refer to in prayer and
as a prayer so that God will “remember” his covenant and act according to it. Prayer is a verbal covenant memorial
(cf. Pss 25.6, 7; 74.2, 18, 22; 89.47, 50; cf. also Ac 10.4)

Explained in v. 10: “always in my praying and beseeching.” This is how he “makes remembrance” of them before the
Lord. This includes wanting to be with them so that he can impart some spiritual gift.

Paul’s plans are submitted to the will of God. He is no presumptuous in prayer, and neither does prayer give him all
the answers about the specifics of his life.

Not only must Paul submit to the will of God, the Romans must submit as well.

Paul is planning on going and it will have mutual benefit. First, he plans on imparting a “spiritual gift to them” so
that they can be “established.”

Spiritual gift - the way the Spirit empowers us to minister to and build one another up in the church. Paul’s spiritual
gift is his apostolic ministry.

“Establish” - help them to grow stronger; most like has to do with their becoming a unified church of Jews &
Gentiles. Through this they will be established more as a witness to the gospel of Christ to the world.

Second, Paul will be encouraged by them. Literal: “That is, to be mutually encouraged among you through the in one
another faith, both yours and mine.” (12) Faith is “tangled up with one another.”
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Faith feeds off of faith. Our faith is nurtured in the presence of other faith.

Paul was not above receiving from people who weren’t as mature as he was.

Paul’s plan for the church (13-15)
“I do not wish to be ignorant, brothers.” - wants them to be informed of what he has attempted and what he plans.

Paul has been busy covering the eastern half of the Roman empire (cf. 15.18ff.). Only so much one man can do.

The reason that Paul wants to go to Rome is so that he might “have some fruit among them just as also he has had
among the rest of the Gentiles.” What is this fruit? I don’t think we should limit it to one or two things. 

He will be encouraged. But it could also be financial support for his mission to Spain (cf. 15.22ff.).

Church has the Spirit, and when the people walk with the Spirit, they produce fruit (Gal 5.22-23). Fruit is meant to
be consumed by others for their nourishment.

Paul has a ministry to Greeks and Barbarians, wise and unwise. He puts this in some strong terms: he is in debt to the
nations. 

Greeks are distinguished from Barbarians. Both are Gentiles, but they are not the same type of Gentile. 

Greeks are those who are part of the Empire. Barbarians–a name that comes from the way the Greeks heard their
language: bar, bar, bar–are the uncultured; those who haven’t adopted the Greco-Roman culture. 

Greek not synonymous with “Gentile.” Greeks are empire people; an empire that God himself constructed in the days
of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel (cf. Dan 2).

Uniting Jew and Greek believers was one of Paul’s missionary tasks.

Debtor - not a feeling primarily; obligation put on him by God in this new creation mission.

“Preach the gospel” - not for initial evangelism; we begin, continue in, and finish in the gospel.

Gospel is the message of the kingdom of God and its king; gospel involves what it means to live in this kingdom.

1. My own gratitude and prayers for you.

2. Praying for one another is vital to the life of the church.


