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March 27, 2016 READING HOLY WEEK BACKWARDS

READING THE RESURRECTION

LUKE 24.1-35 (W/ GEN 3.1-7, 22-24; ROM 1.1-7)

Romans 1.4 - Jesus was declared to be “the Son of God in power” through the resurrection. What does this mean,
and how does it affect the way we read the events of Jesus’ life and, indeed, the entirety of Scripture?

“Son of God.” Besides referring to the unique divine-human Son of God, Jesus the Christ, Son of God also refers to
a gracious, privileged position and vocation given to man.

Adam = “son of God” (Lk 3.38). Image of God; a king of creation who has been called to protect God’s world,
keeping it clean, and build it up into a clean house. This would be God’s kingdom-house imaging heaven.

Israel = firstborn son who builds house: Tabernacle. Solomon, son of God (2Sm 7.14) builds house: Temple. Both
become corrupted and must be destroyed.

Jesus is Son of God who comes into Jerusalem to cleanse the Temple. Declared Son of God in baptism and
transfiguration but ultimately and finally in resurrection.

In resurrection God the Father overruled the verdict pronounced upon Jesus by Jews and Gentiles that he was a false
king (Lk 23.2). The Father proclaimed Jesus as the rightful king of creation, the one who must be obeyed.

How does the resurrection account in Luke reveal God’s declaration of Jesus being the Son of God?

Garden scene as backdrop for Lk 24.1-35. (Cp Jn 19.41) Emphasizing that Jesus is the true Adam.

Garden: a place where heaven and earth would meet. A created but needed-to-be-developed house for God. Place
where man would commune with God at the Tree of Life.

Adam’s responsibility: “guard and tend/work” the Garden (Ge 2.15). Keep it clean and built it up/make it fruitful.

Angel comes in form of serpent and misleads Eve, deceiving her. Adam was not deceived (1Tm 2.14). He was with
her (Ge 3.6) and was in high-handed rebellion.

They eat the fruit and “become like” God “knowing good and evil” (Ge 3.22). “Knowing good and evil” = Scriptural
phrase to speak about wise judgment, especially in the absence of a specific rule.

Eating and drinking associated with “knowing good and evil:” cf. Heb 5.13-14. The man and the woman, in
rebellion, wanted too much too fast without the capacity to be able to handle it.

Eyes = instruments of judgment. Their eyes are opened.

Nakedness becomes a source of shame. They are unclean. Garden has been made unclean. YHWH God comes
walking in the midst of the Garden, finds them, exposes their sin, pronounces his judgments of punishment and
grace. God is gracious, but not everything is where he created it to be.

The man and woman must be expelled from the Garden, and, more particularly, kept from the Tree of Life. Stations
two cherubim with flaming swords to guard the way. Reentering the Garden will be through death.

Once the penalty for sin that brought the corruption of death was paid, then there was the opportunity for life; raise
up a transformed Adam who would complete the kingdom-house project.

Jesus endured that death on the tree and reentered the Garden, which is now a tomb/grave.

“first day of the week.” This is the beginning of a new creation. 
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Two men/angels (24.23) are in “lightning clothes;” like flames of fire. Fearful creatures, but now they are welcoming
because the death has already taken place.

Appearance to women - just irony; woman was deceived in the Garden, now women are led into the truth; the true
Adam has stepped up and defeated the serpent so that they can be led into the truth.

Road to Emmaus - same day (24.13); one named Cleopas (18); probably same as Clopas, whose wife was Mary, a
woman at the crucifixion (cf. Jn 19.25). Possibility: a husband and wife with whom the Lord speaks and reveals.

“their eyes were being grasped so that they could not know him” (Lk 24.16). They were being held back from seeing
who Jesus was. Analogous to the blindness of the man and woman in the Garden, but these two are more culpable
(24.25).

Not being able to see: couldn’t see Jesus as the fulfillment of Scripture because they had been reading the Scriptures
wrongly.

Hoped he would redeem Israel - Redemption is Passover-Exodus language. Using Moses/Passover/Exodus as
template: God’s appointed comes in, does signs and wonders, frees from oppression while killing enemies.

Jesus is killed. Hopes are dashed. Bad guys still rule (it seems). They don’t have a category for a crucified Savior.

Do have a category for resurrection: that will be the end of history when God raises people from the dead for them to
inherit the earth; it will be the final Passover-Exodus event. (Cf Jn 11.24)

Didn’t have a category for one man–their king–being raised “in the middle of history.” If the resurrection has
occurred, why are they still here and the bad guys still ruling?

“O fools and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should
suffer these things and enter into his glory?” (24.25-26) Beginning with Moses and all the prophets he interpreted to
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself (27).

The whole shape of Scripture up to this point–the story of Scripture–is the story of Christ; not just pointing forward
to Christ (even though it does that), but telling the story of the Christ in all of its dimensions so that when he comes
we can understand his work.

The king’s duty was to cleanse the house. Only way to do that with finality was through his own representative death.
He has dealt with the fundamental problem that causes all oppression.

But even with the Lord himself teaching them, their eyes were still blinded. Eyes only opened when he takes the
bread, blesses it, breaks it, and gives it to them (all actions of the Supper).

The good parallel to eyes being opened at the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Now we can see true
wisdom. Our eyes are opened without guilt, shame, and condemnation.

The resurrection revealed the meaning of history. The history of the entire world is only read properly through the
death and resurrection of Jesus. Only through him do we have the wisdom to “read” the world and its history.

In the resurrection of Jesus, God declared that world history is only understood rightly when it is read as the story of
the reign of the Son of God that comes through his death and resurrection.

The resurrection changes the way we read Scripture.

The resurrection changes the way we read suffering and death as the people of God.


