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April 17, 2016 GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS ANSWERING MAN’S UNRIGHTEOUSNESS

ROMANS 1.18–4.25

Paul is introducing himself and defending the gospel he is preaching to the Roman church. A major aspect of this
gospel: Jesus Christ has completed the mission of Israel and now Jew and Gentile need to live together in unity in
Christ’s church.

Chs 12–16 emphasize this unity as the inevitable conclusion to chs 1–11. Must read 1–11 in the light of Paul’s
conclusion.“What created this division in the first place? Why are Jews distinguished from Gentiles? Why is it
important that they understand that they are now one family in Christ Jesus? Is it really all that important? Why does
all of this matter?”

A matter of God’s righteousness. Rom 1.16-17. The vindication of God. Has he been righteous in Jesus Christ?

God’s righteousness = God always does right; “right” is defined by his covenant. He punishes sins and keeps his
promises to deliver his people.

Original promises: man would be fruitful & multiply, having dominion (“glory”) over the earth. Cf. Ge 1.28; Ps 8.3-
6. Man fell short of this glory because of sin (Rom 3.23). God must raise man up and give him this glory.

Remedy for sin would come through Abraham and his seed (which was eventually Israel). Through them God would
raise up a son to remedy sin and inherit the glory promised, reversing the effects of Adam’s sin. Through Abraham’s
seed life would come to the world (cf. Gen 12.1-3).

Israel was unfaithful. Creates apparent dilemma for God. How will he keep his promises through Israel if Israel is a
part of the problem that must be remedied? God himself would have to do it.

If God doesn’t keep his promises, he is not righteous. God has revealed his righteousness in Jesus Christ.

How did we get here?: The wrath of God revealed against man’s unrighteousness (1.18–3.20)

The Jew-Gentile division became necessary in God’s plan because of sin.

1.17-18, “for the righteousness of God is revealed ... for the wrath of God is revealed....” God saving us from peril
means that he must save us from sin and his own wrath against it.

God’s wrath is part of the good news. God’s love motivates his hatred and wrath of that which destroys his good
creation. He is moved to fight against those things to save his creation.

Problem: man, the head of creation, is pervasively sinful. Cf. 3.9: all men, Jews and Greeks, are sinful.

1.18-32: the nations/Gentiles are sinful, following the sin of Adam which is idolatry. Been a problem “since the
creation of the world” (1.20). They have created idols and worshiped them (1.23, 25; Israel too; cf. Ps 106.20).

Idolatry = looking to the creation for life apart from God. “Worship fornication/adultery” that leads to sexual sins.

Revealed wrath of God = giving people over to their sin and allowing death to grow/mature. Eventually, sin becomes
“righteousness,” being approved of and celebrated in these societies.

2.1-16 - the “moralist” (whether only Gentiles or also including Jews, it is hard to tell). They may be “higher class”
sinners, but they are still sinners because they don’t give God his due in allegiance, worship, and thanksgiving.

Their lives and societies are generally moral and okay. “God must be pleased.” Delay in wrath is to lead them to
repentance not harden them to continue in their rebellion. Wrath is being stored up.

2.12ff. - Judgment will based on privilege (“with the law” or “without the law”). More access, greater responsibility.
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Not hearers but doers of the law who will be justified. What is justification or vindication?

Covenant and legal terminology. Speaks of being declared to be in the right; sins forgiven and given a standing of
“righteous” in God’s court.

What does it mean to be “righteous?” Means you are declared to be God’s true son, his image (because God is
righteous, to be righteous is to be his image and, therefore, his son).

Being declared “righteous” means that sin no longer rules over you and death cannot hold you. To be justified by
God means resurrection, life. This is how God “justified” Jesus; i.e., by raising him from the dead (1.4; cp. 4.25).

What does it mean to “do what the Law requires?” Love God and love your neighbor. Pledge your allegiance to the
one true God. (Something some Gentiles are doing without having the Law.)

2.17ff. - Homes in on Jews. They were established to be a “light to the nations and an instructor of the ignorant.” But
they have become a part of the problem and the nations/Gentiles blaspheme God’s name because of them (2.24).
They have intensified the problem of sin in the world.

3.1ff. - There is and isn’t privilege in being a Jew. Privilege - you have the oracles of God. However, Jews are still
sinners in need of deliverance.

“Having the Law” doesn’t protect them. Law brings about knowledge of sin; i.e., reveals the depth of the problem of
sin in the world, for instance, in ripping humanity in two.

The righteousness of God revealed as the answer to man’s unrighteousness (3.21–4.25)

God’s saving righteousness is revealed apart from the Law (that is, when the Law’s mission has ended): in the
faithfulness of Jesus Christ.

The answer to man’s unrighteousness is God himself in Christ taking upon himself that unrighteousness at the cross
and exhausting his wrath against it (“propitiation”). God is both just and the justifier of those who believe.

There is no way to use the Law to bring about this justification/resurrection God promised. The Law by its nature is
for the Jews only and keeps humanity divided. It is and reveals the death in the world.

The Law looks beyond itself to Christ who would bring the remedy to the problem the Law revealed.

4.1ff. - Abraham. Why bring up Abraham? Because the covenant God made with Abraham was the covenant through
which he promised the remedy for sin and life for the world.

Must have Abraham as your father. Abraham is justified apart from the Law and in no way put God in his debt. In
fact, he was an idol-worshiping pagan.

Abraham was justified by faith before he was circumcised. He is the father of all who believe, Gentile and Jew.

What was the faith of Abraham? That God would fulfill his promises. But what were God’s promises? 

In Gen 12, 15, & 17 which undergirds all that Paul is saying here, the promise was a seed/son and a land, which Paul
says was a promise to inherit the world (4.13).

Abraham believed in God who raises the dead. We have the faith of Abraham when we believe in God who raised
Jesus from the dead.

1. The seriousness of sin.

2. The seriousness of God’s love.


