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April 3, 2016 UNASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL

ROMANS 1.16-17 (WITH HAB 1.12–2.4)
1.16-17 = thematic statement of body of the letter. Paul is introducing and defending his gospel with the prospect of
making Rome his base of operations for a mission to Spain (15.22ff.). Bad reports have been received about him
(3.1ff).

A series of reasons he is eager to preach the gospel, digging down to the foundational reason; they all begin with for.

“for/because I am not ashamed of the gospel....” Paul is confident in the gospel that he preaches.

“Shame” - begins in the Garden with first sin. God will not be pleased, so they try to hide. 

Shame has to do with being found in the wrong. Involves being defeated by your enemies which might show that
your confidence in your cause or your god was misplaced (cf. Pss 71.1-2; 31.1-3).

Gospel is “stumblingblock for the Jews” and “foolishness to the Greek” (1Cor 1.23), it would have been easy to feel
a sense of shame about the gospel. Preach a crucified Messiah and have a persecuted church.

Paul is confident before God that within the gospel itself he stands as victorious. 

What is the gospel of which Paul is not ashamed? 1.2-4. 

“Gospel” - good news associated with the birth, accession, or victory of emperor in Rome. For the Jew it was the
good news that God set up his king to reign. Both say, “The world has changed for the better.”

The gospel of Jesus Christ = God has declared him to be “Son of God,” king, through death and resurrection.

A specific message. About how all of God’s plans and purposes for his creation in general and your life in particular
revolve around his Son, Jesus Christ, the one who died for our sins and rose again for our justification.

An exclusive message. This gospel is God’s exclusive word of salvation to the world centered in Jesus Christ.

Not ashamed ... “for/because it is the power of God unto salvation for everyone who believes, to the Jew first and
also to the Greek.”

Gospel is the power of God; it doesn’t merely proclaim it or is a conduit for it.

Gospel is the word of God; God’s powerful word that created, transformed, and arranged the world.

Gospel is always effective. It distinguishes/divides between the rebellious and the righteous and puts them in proper
relationship to the new creation.

The gospel is the power of God unto salvation. What is this “salvation?” Rescue from peril; from sin, death, and the
wrath of God (cf. Rom 5.9). Salvation has occurred, is occurring, and will occur.

Those who participate in this salvation are those who believe. But what does it mean “to believe?”

Not merely intellectual. To have faith is being devoted to, pledging allegiance to, and being loyal to.

Saving faith is that trust that commits one’s life to the word of God that is proclaimed and has one’s life completely
ordered by it. This word of God now is the gospel of Jesus Christ.

“I pledge allegiance to Jesus as Lord. I will love him, follow him, fight for him, and obey him. My entire life is at his
disposal.”

“To the Jew first and also to the Greek” - not exclusive to one race or nation.
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Who are the Jews? The Jews are the sons of Israel who were chosen and created to be a “kingdom of priests, a holy
nation” (Ex 19.6). They were the ones through whom God’s saving purposes for the world were to come.

Seed of Abraham to whom promises were made (Ge 12.1-3). Cf. also Rom 9.4-5

The Jews are saved only through submission to the gospel.

Who are the Greeks? May be somewhat synonymous with “Gentile.” Also may have a more narrow focus as “non-
Jewish citizen of the empire.”

Empire created by God in the time of Daniel. Mission: to protect the Jews so that they can complete their mission.
Last stage of the empire is Rome. Empire people = Greeks.

To the Jew first - Paul’s mission strategy (cf. Ac 13). God’s plan was always to bring salvation to the seed of
Abraham first and then through them to the nations.

To the Jew first because it is the announcement that their mission is complete. Now it is time for salvation to be
proclaimed to the nations (cf. Isa 49.6).

(This missionary strategy ended in AD 70 with destruction of Jerusalem and Temple.)

How is it that the gospel is the power of God unto salvation? “for/because in it the righteousness of God is
revealed....” 

God’s righteousness deals with God’s character in how he relates to others. God always does what is right in his
relationships. He judges righteously and he keeps his promises.

God’s covenant establishes what is right and wrong, and he will never allow those who break his commandments to
go unpunished. He will execute just judgment upon those who rebel against him.

But God’s covenant also contains promises to the seed of Abraham. Those promises include their salvation. God will
deliver them from the hand of their enemies. Cf. Lk 1.68-75

The greatest enemies of the people of God are sin and death. When God acts to save his people, it is the revelation of
his righteousness, his faithfulness to his covenant. God is keeping his promises.

Righteousness and salvation parallel in Ps 98.2 & Isa 46.13.

Paul is saying that the gospel is the fulfillment of God’s covenant; God reveals his saving righteousness in the gospel
of Jesus Christ. Revealed everywhere and every time the gospel is proclaimed.

“from faith to faith.” I understand it more along the lines of, “from the revelation of God’s faithfulness to the
response of human faith.” Gal 3.23 - “faith revealed” = Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s promises.

The proper response to the revelation of God’s saving righteousness is faith. It is to say, “Ah, this is God’s kingdom
program. I’m joining up. I’m on God’s side.” It is only this response that results in life or salvation. 

“Just as it is written, ‘the righteous one by faith will live.’” (Hab 2.4) Question of God’s faithfulness/righteousness in
allowing triumph of Babylonians over his people; people being put to shame.

God’s people must trust him and they will live; i.e., they will come back from captivity-death.

Gospel illustrates this in Jesus and promises this for all who are in Christ (even if it looks as if they are being put to
shame.)
1. Do we believe the gospel?
2. Are we ashamed of the gospel?


