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May 1, 2016 “GOD GAVE THEM OVER”
ROMANS 1.24-32 (WITH EX 32.1-6; MK 7.14-23)

1. The Wrath of God is Revealed because of Idolatry (18-23). 2. The Wrath of God is Revealed in Turning Men
over to Sin (24-32).

Structure: 3-fold “God gave them over” (vv. 24, 26, 28).

“God gave them over.” God is allowing them to go their own way in sin without stopping them and suffer the
consequences. Cf. Ps 81.12

Progression: “When lust has conceived, it brings forth sin; and sin, when it is finished, brings forth death” (Jm 1.15).

Not necessarily a permanent state. Man may respond with repentance as long as he is alive.

God gives them over to the “lusts/desires of their hearts.” These are foolish hearts that have been darkened (20)

These lusts of their hearts are characterized by “uncleanness.” Uncleanness is a worship ritual word whether you are
talking about Jew or Greek. Uncleanness = ritual death; barred from sanctuary access.

“dishonoring their bodies.” To honor is to give something/someone due respect, recognizing its/his dignity.

God created our bodies “very good.” They deserve the respect given to them by God. That is, God defines the body
and its uses, giving it dignity as being in his image, and it is to be treated as such.

To disrespect or dishonor the body is to refuse to accept God’s definition and purpose for the body and use it in ways
contrary to his word. Reveals disrespect for God himself who made us in his image.

Focus of disrespect seems to be on sexual immorality.

Possible progression from “dishonoring bodies” to “dishonorable passions.” The misuse of their bodies, the habits
they formed with their bodies, helped create and further disintegrate their passions into homosexuality.

Other places Paul speaks about dishonoring the body in terms of sexual immorality: 1Cor 6.13-20; 1Thess 4.3-4

Connection between idolatry and sexual sin. Cf. Ex 32.6; Num 25; 1Cor 10.1-9. Why the connection?

1) idolatry is the perversion of the worship of the one true God in which we are called to “know” him. “Knowing”
one another is used for sexual relations in Scripture speaking about a deep union and knowledge of one another.

“One flesh” relationship describes our relationship with God in Christ. If the fundamental relationship is perverted,
the type will also be perverted. To worship idols is to be “a whore” (e.g., Lev 20.5, 6; Hosea)

2) idolatry is the expression of hatred of God and his word. We try to destroy God’s image.

3) idolatry is, at the end of the day, self-worship. The world around me is there for my consumption. There is no
investment of myself in others, I only consume, which brings death.

What happens in these types of sexual relationships? Self-gratification is unwelcoming of anything that would put a
demand of commitment upon me; whether that be marriage or children. It is unfruitful.

1.25 - “exchanged the truth of God with the lie” - “the lie” = idols. Cf. Isa 44.20; Jer 10.4. Idols tell lies about God,
you, and the world. God’s word is truth.

1.26 - God gave them over to dishonorable passions. Their orientation toward the female-female/male-male
relationships are not giving due honor to the passions God designed us to have.
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“Exchanging” relationship - when they exchange the truth ... they exchange “natural” sexual relations.

“Natural” = the way God created them to be.

Man created in the image of God as male + female. Through this relationship they would be fruitful.

Why is homosexuality presented as something of the pinnacle of the progression of sin? It is the epitome of a
fundamental rejection of God’s created design for male and female and, thus, a rejection of God and his design for us
as his image. It is the refusal to see ourselves as his image.

Homosexuality is the end result of a culture that is consumed with each person concerned about pleasuring
himself/herself. It is a society that is consumed with self-love, that is inhospitable to outsiders, refusing to be
inconvenienced.

the “due penalty for their error.” Diseases? Possibly. Fruitlessness. Definitely.

“they did not approve of having God in their knowledge.” “Approve” (“see fit” in the ESV) speaks of putting
something to the text to find it acceptable. They judged God and his judgments “unfit” or “disqualified.”

“God gave them over to a ‘disapproved’ (‘debased’ ESV) ....” Minds are ‘disqualified’ from being able to discern the
will of God. (Cp. 12.2 with what we now do as true worshipers)

List of 20+ sins. Rapid-fire, overwhelming. Uses “full” language 2x indicating this overwhelming wickedness.

“filled up with unrighteousness, wickedness, covetousness, and malice.” Man has refused a righteous standard, and
has become twisted in evil. He desires that which does not lawfully belong to him and has become generally mean-
spirited and hurtful to others around him.

“full of envy, murder, strife, maliciousness.” There is a general despising of one and any good that may come to
others. If you have more than me, you don’t deserve and I will take it from you any way that I can.

Gossips and slanderers are those who destroy others with their tongue or keyboard. They destroy others to build
themselves up.

Haters of God are those who hate anything that looks or sounds like God and his judgments.

This society is full of the insolent/violent, haughty, and boastful. These are people who are self-consumed and self-
inflating. They are never wrong. They are the masters of their own ships, refusing to submit to anyone.

Inventors of evil are those people who find new ways to do evil things; like using certain technologies to promote,
e.g., sexual deviancy. They think of new ways to be salacious and calling it “edgy” and “hip.” 

disobedient to parents. Parents are the first image of God and his authority that you know. When a society hates God,
it doesn’t require obedience to parents. Children who are brought up in God-hating homes will hate their authorities. 

Foolish. They can’t think morally straight. Faithless. You can’t depend upon them to keep their commitments.
Heartless. They don’t have the compassion for their families or anyone else that would be generally expected.
Ruthless/Unmerciful. They don’t care about anything or anyone as long as “I” get what I want.

All of these people know the righteous ordinance of God, that those who practice these things deserve death. But not
only do they do them, they approve of those who practice them.

1. The habits we develop will shape our desires.


