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May 15, 2016 CREATED ORDER: MALE & FEMALE

ROM 1.18-32  WITH GEN 1.26-31 & MK 10.1-8

How do we know that we are males and females? Is that identity only skin deep so that with a scalpel and some
injections we can truly change our sex? 

Our created difference as male and female permeates the deepest parts of our beings as individuals and cannot be
changed but must be submitted to and celebrated.

1. MALE & FEMALE: MORE THAN SKIN DEEP

Seismic cultural shifts that have moved us toward a deep egalitarianism (i.e., differences are superficial; besides
some physiological differences, we are pretty much the same and, therefore, should be able to do the same things.)

“Male and female”  with differing roles are only vestiges of cultural constructs imposed upon us and from which we
need to break free. 

Prominent voice in the early 20th century: Margaret Mead. Professing Christian who had a strong influence, not only
in the wide world, but also in the church.

Cultural construct imposed by society or creational construct imposed by God? 

“Cultural construct” people claim that sexuality is not essential to our beings as individual; i.e., it is peripheral; you
are a bag of “male” or “female” skin with a generic, androgynous “humanity” filling it up.

Problems: act of creation reveals the essentiality of our maleness and femaleness. We are embodied creatures; our
bodies are an essential part of who we are. We are an integrated whole.

Our outward physical distinctives that declare clearly our maleness and femaleness reflect a truth about us that goes
through us to the depths of who we are. Male and female are not merely what we do (i.e., how we function). Male
and female are who we are. 

Reproductive abilities part of who we are but are not fundamentally necessary to our maleness and femaleness. We
are male and female even without the ability to reproduce. Blessing of fruitfulness is a blessing that comes from our
being male and female, but not necessary to it (prepubescence and old age: we remain male and female). 

We are different beyond our reproductive traits. Muscle structure, hormones, fat storage, et al. all show our
differences and are in line with God-given functions.

Sexuality–maleness and femaleness–goes to our personalities, the way we think, the way we are oriented to the world
outside of us. We are thoroughly male or female, not just superficially.

The Tenth General Convention of the American Lutheran Church: “Human sexuality includes all that we are as
human beings. Sexuality at the very least is biological, psychological, cultural, social, and spiritual. It is as much of
the mind as of the body, of the community of as of the person. To be a person is to be a sexual being.” (Grenz, 21)

Though we share humanity, we are infinitely distinct from one another.

Will we be delivered from our maleness and femaleness in salvation? Cf. Mt 22.30; Gal 3.28. 

Mt 22.30 - neither marrying nor being given in marriage doesn’t necessitate androgyny. Being “like the angels”
means we will be a fixed host, our mission of being fruitful and multiplying will be over.

We don’t know if angels are “asexual.” They generally appear as men in Scripture (cf. e.g., Ge 18.1-2; 19.5).

Gal 3.28 - Male and female, like Jew and Greek, slave and free = there are no second class Christians.
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Jesus’ resurrection, which is prototypical of our resurrection, shows us that he retains his maleness.

The real you is an embodied male or female, an identity that you will retain throughout eternity. God declared it
“good” in creation. Male and female needs to mature as male and female in salvation.

We are a “whole” humanity as male and female, not just in procreation but also in our different perspectives on the
world. We need that.

Can you change your sex (i.e., “gender reassignment”; transgender)? No. E.g., Dt 23.1 - an emasculated male is a
damaged male, not a female. Maleness and femaleness are more than a couple of our features. Our sexuality goes to
things that can’t be changed by surgeons or psychologists.

2. MALE & FEMALE: THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE JOB 

So, why create us as male and female? Creation: take a whole, divide it, make opposites, bring them back together in
harmony. Culminates with male and female.

Our maleness and femaleness reflects the divine nature for we are the image of God as male and female. God himself
transcends sexuality, but something about our maleness and femaleness reflect truths about who God is.

Bible predominantly speaks of God in male categories: Father, Son, husband, etc. But feminine imagery is also used: 
God is spoken of as “giving birth” and nursing his people (Num 11.12). He is like a mother eagle who stirs up her
nest (Dt 32.11). Wisdom that created the world is portrayed as a lady in Proverbs (cf. Pr 8, 31, passim). Jesus even
speaks about himself as a mother hen (Mt 22.37).

Paul used mother imagery of himself (Gal 4.19; 1Thess 2.7). Doesn’t mean he believed himself a woman.

Like God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit share “Godness” but are distinct persons, and in some
ways infinitely different individuals, so humanity made in his image as male and female share humanity and are one
but are, in some ways, infinitely different as distinct persons.

Our sexuality reveals our need for and dependence upon one another. God rescued man from his solitude by creating
a female. He completed the man by making the woman. Now both need one another.

Men are oriented toward and think about the world in one way. Women think differently. We need both.

Different ways of thinking reveal different, yet complementary, vocations in creation. E.g., man is initiator, woman
the completer. Woman takes the little the man gives her and transforms it.

When God made us male and female, he did so as a gift not a curse. Our creation as male and female is a reality
before sin entered the world. Our maleness and femaleness is good.

Responsibility with the gift: acknowledge it, give thanks for it, and operate within it. Sinful man refuses to give
thanks (Rom 1.21), rejecting what God has given.

Why do people want to change? Lots of complicating factors, I’m sure. At heart there is a hatred for God and,
therefore, a hatred for his image.

So, what are we to do with people who struggle with this? As God gives us opportunities to speak to people on
individual bases, especially with people who are struggling with their sexual identities, we need to call them to faith.

The gospel calls them to recognize God’s authority over their lives, and that will begin by recognizing who he
created them to be.

Anything less and they are still in rebellion against God.


