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May 8, 2016 GRATITUDE: THE BATTLE AGAINST IDOLATRY

ROMANS 1.18-23 (W/ LEV 7.11-15; LK 17.7-10)
Did not glorify God or give thanks. 

1. What is thanksgiving?
Thanksgiving = a favorable response to a gift or favor.

The gift is not just the “thing” in itself. A gift is somehow a part of the giver and, therefore, can never be separated
from the giver. The giver has invested himself in the gift and is, therefore, giving himself.

Ingratitude is the rejection of the giver, not merely the rejection of the gift in itself.

The Scriptures present the entirety of the creation as a gift; the materials of the creation as well as God’s design for
it. It is distinguished from the Creator, but it is an expression of his love. To reject the goodness of his creation, not
to receive it as “gift,” is to reject him.

Thanksgiving is a response that acknowledges that the actions of the giver toward you were unnecessary in some way
for him but were somehow necessary or at least favorable toward you. The gift was unmerited (cp. Lk 7.7-10).

The favorable response can be in the gift of speech by simply saying, “Thank you,” or it may be that you respond to
the giver in kind with a gift or favor. Gratitude is the giving of yourself back to the giver in some way.

Lev 7.11-15 - peace offering of thanksgiving; God’s way to teach his children the proper way to say, “Thank you.”

Context of peace offering: not one of the other 4 major offerings (sin/purification, ascension, tribute, reparation).

The peace offering declared that the worshiper’s relationship with God was whole and healthy. Peace assumes the
cessation of any conflict; that sins have been forgiven and there is no enmity between God and the worshiper. 

Unique among offerings: only offering in which the worshiper (along with family, friends, and priests) was allowed
to eat at the Tabernacle/Temple.

Not a part of the “regular offerings,” but a response to a “concrete act of grace” (Jacob Milgrom). Some special
blessing provoked this response of gratitude in which the worshiper gave of himself back to God.

The food of the peace offering of thanksgiving was used to say, “Thank you.” A gift in response to a gift.

Offering teaches us the communal nature of thanksgiving. There is a relationship between God and worshiper, and
the gift given has somehow enhanced or transformed the communion between giver and receiver. 

Thanksgiving acknowledges the shared life that I have with God and my dependence upon him.

Thanksgiving is a sign of and the consequence of a healthy relationship–a relationship of peace–with God.

Communion not only “me and God,” but includes others as well. Meal was a feast, a celebration with others.

God’s act of grace toward me in particular is also an act of grace toward the whole body.

Biblical thanksgiving is, therefore, a war against idolatrous individualism. “I am not independent.”

Thanksgiving appreciates the distinction between God and me as well as between you and me. Thanksgiving doesn’t
demand for you to be absorbed into me, but appreciates you for who you are and what you contribute to our shared
life.

This offering finds its fulfillment in “the Eucharist,” “the Thanksgiving;” that is, the Lord’s Supper. We are bound
together in this meal (1Cor 10.16-17) and are the “thanksgiving family.” Thanksgiving is our culture.



2

2. Why should I be thankful?
Obvious: “God said so.” (Cf. Ps 100: “Enter his gates with thanksgiving....”; cf. also, Pss 50; 95; 105; 107; 147).

Why does God expect us to give thanks? 1) God is our good Creator and does good things for us.

God is good. He is good in his character. He is good in his purposes. This truth is foundational for our comfort and,
consequently, our gratitude.

God’s goodness is also his benevolence. He is good, and he is good to us. He created and re-created us.

2) Gratitude reflects the mutual glorification in the life of the Father, Son, and Spirit.

Each member of the Godhead eternally seeks to another the others. (Cf. Jn 17; 16.14).

Jesus gives thanks to the Father (cf. Mt 11.25; Jn 11.41; 1Cor 11.23-26). The Father gives to the Son and the Son
gives thanks, giving back to the Father. Expression of love and honor of each one for the other.

Think about gifts from a child to a parent. Generally a response to the love of the parent for the child. Love given
calls forth a response of love in which the child gives himself in some way back to the parents.

There is a compulsion that comes from love to respond to the giver.

Sin perverts and uses “gifts” to control the other person.

God expects thanksgiving because he created us to be his image and grow in his likeness. He expects thanksgiving
because he wants us to participate in his own life in which love is reciprocated by more love.

3) Thanksgiving distinguishes the gift from the Giver.

Thanks is to be given to God for his gifts. Thanks given for the creation keeps the creation in right relationship with
God. Thanksgiving for creation doesn’t confuse the gift with the Giver but keeps them properly distinguished.

Liturgy: call to give thanks. “It is proper, right, and healthy...” Healthy?

It is a guard against idolatry by distinguishing gift and giver.

Thanksgiving is a participation in the joy of the communal life of God. Ingrates are discontent and unhappy.

3. When should I be thankful?
Always. Gratitude is to be our posture toward God as individuals and as a church. 

Eph 5.18-20: The way we are filled with the Spirit is through singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs among
ourselves and “giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“How do I give thanks when _____?” Thanksgiving recognizes the larger context of the promises of God. 

It doesn’t call evil “good,” but it recognizes that good will come even through the most evil actions of men.

Rom 8.28

This is why we can “rejoice in sufferings” - Rom 5.3-5

Thanksgiving is a discipline of faith that we must continually cultivate in our lives, especially in the difficult times.

Thanksgiving is the response of people who believe the truth that God is good and that his purposes are ultimately
good.


