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June 12, 2016 HOMOSEXUALITY: THE DEATH OF GOD’S IMAGE

ROMANS 1.18-27 (WITH LEV 20.13; JN 8.2-11)
1. Why are same-sex sexual relations a sin?
Some professing Christians don’t believe they are a sin. Interpret “nature” and “natural [sexual] relations” as “that
which comes naturally according to each person’s orientation. You only sin when you don’t follow your orientation.

Doesn’t work. 1) “Nature” and “natural [sexual] relations” here are not referring here to a person’s desires but the
Creator’s design, a design that is made clear in Gen 1.

2) Paul also says that “males” gave up “natural [sexual] relations” with “females” and were inflamed in their desires
for one another (i.e., males inflamed with sexual desires for males). Paul is dealing with males and females who have
forsaken the divine design and, in their passion, pursued those of the same sex.

“Dishonorable passions.” A step further than “dishonoring their bodies among themselves,” which was using their
bodies in a way that did not respect God’s design for them.

Sin matures. Using the body dishonorably shapes “dishonorable passions.” These are passions that are oriented
toward the wrong sorts of male and female relationships (1.27).

Note: the passions themselves are “dishonorable.” It is not just the acting on the passions. Fundamental orientation
has changed; passions don’t respect the fundamental designs of the male-female relationship.

Struggling with dishonorable passions and giving into them or justifying them are different matters.

Homosexual desire is an individual problem, but I believe what Paul is outlining here is that it is also something that
is cultivated in a culture.

Normalizing same-sex relations as well as not teaching young boys/men and girls/women what it means to be a male
or female creates sexual confusion that can affect many even unsuspected people.

Sin that resides in us must be restrained and killed off through disciplines; disciplines that a society reinforces. 

We will continue to see many people struggling with these passions that take root in their lives early on ... yes, even
in the church. The increase of these desires is a culturally cultivated phenomenon.

Consequently, there will be people who genuinely don’t want to have these passions but do. They will fight against
them, but they were seeds that became rooted in their lives somewhere along the way.

If same-sex sexual relations are sin, it is obvious that there should be no formalization and societal approval of that
union through marriage.

The question of sexuality is, like everything else, a question of ultimate authority. Who says what is right and wrong?
“Liberty” unmoored from ultimate righteous authority becomes licentiousness. 

The authority is God’s design. Man is called to honor the body and have honorable passions; to respect the body and
have passions directed toward God’s design.

2. Why does Paul put same-sex sexual sins as the apex of the degradation of a culture?

Paul is dealing with man as image of God (male + female blessed to be fruitful and multiply).

When an individual and a society give themselves over to justifying and living in homosexual sin, it is a complete
rejection of God’s design. It is the rejection of the most fundamental nature of who we are created to be and how we
are to live.

This sin ends in the death of a culture. God giving a culture over to this sin is his judgment upon the culture because
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it is God’s death sentence upon the culture. It is the death of the image of God.

3. “Is homosexual orientation ‘nature’ or ‘nurture?’” 

Some of us want to say, “It is a simple matter of rebellion against God.” This is true at one level.

But how does sin work in us? How did we ourselves become sinners? Sin, in some form or fashion, was passed down
to us beginning with Adam. We are sinners because we are descendants of Adam.

Covenantal connection works along the lines of what we call “biology.” The covenant is in our flesh and bones.

Because God visits sins of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generation (Ex 20.5), it is possible
that progression of certain sinful desires can develop in a family line so that some have a greater inclination toward
certain sins.

Nurture works hand-in-hand with this. Lack of sexual discipline and instruction, the overall attitudes of the parents
toward sexual sins, abuse, and many other things cultivate this sin.

None of this is an excuse for giving into the impulses/desires if they have been cultivated in your life. You may have
suffered at the hands of many in the development of these desires. I don’t want to minimize that in the least.

However, you are responsible to fight sinful passions just like the rest of us who have suffered in various ways from
the sins of our parents. Your strong desires don’t give you a pass on sin.

So, what is someone who is struggling with same-sex attraction to do? He or she is to do just what the rest of us are
called to do: obey God with our sexuality.

Those with same-sex attraction have the options of heterosexual marriage (biblical marriage) or abstinence (same as
with heterosexuals).

4. “Can those with same-sex attractions be changed?”

Yes, but that is not a universal. Some people completely lose the same sex attraction. Some fight same-sex attraction
and lived happy heterosexual marriages. (See Rosaria Butterfield, The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert)

If you are struggling with homosexual desires, you are not a “gay Christian.” You are a Christian who is struggling
with temptations ... just like every other Christian. Don’t accept a wrong “name.”

1Cor 6.9-11 - “... and such were some of you.” Doesn’t mean that they don’t continue to struggle. It does mean that
they have a new identity.

Your identity is not defined by your feelings, your temptations, your struggles, or your past sins. Your whole identity
is in Christ. You are a Christian.

5. “How should the church respond to those with same-sex attractions/homosexual orientation?”

Acceptance, mercy, grace, and bearing with them as the struggle through it ... just as we would do with someone who
was a drunk and still had the temptation to get bagged or a promiscuous heterosexual who was having trouble with
temptations.

Jesus dealt with the woman caught in adultery in John 8 with compassion. He showed her mercy. But that mercy
called her to a different way of life. She wasn’t condemned, and on the basis of that mercy, she was to go and sin no
more.

We are called to proclaim and show this type of mercy to all those coming who desire to be freed from their sin.


