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June 19, 2016 LIVING LOVE

1CORINTHIANS 13.4-7

Descriptions are all verbs. Love is a way of life with definite attitudes and actions.

Love is animated b/c love is a living Person. God is love (1Jn 4.8), and all true love is the reflection of his own life in us.

13.4-7 shows us how short we fall. Insert your own name for “love” as you meditate on this in the future.

We will always be growing and learning the way of love.

Major assumption of the text: The life of love to which we are called presupposes relationships. None of these characteristics can
be held by an individual Christian in isolation. 

Love is relational. We need other people to love. The life of love–without which all of our individual gifts are nothing–cannot be
developed or lived in isolation from others.

The call of love is the call to pursue and live in relationship with other Christians. Your personal spirituality can’t be separated
from these relationships. Studying the Scriptures, prayer, and all of those other spiritual disciplines are nothing without love.

Note: love is not giving into the demands of the other all the time. Sometimes love says, “No.”

Love suffers long. Corinthians: suffering under the injustice perpetrated by brothers suing (6).

Connotation of a prolonged restraint of anger. It is able to endure many irritants within a relationship, stick with the relationship
and not destroy the other person because of the irritants.

Love is disciplined in its attitudes and actions. It is not a free-wheeling, if-it-feels-good-do-it type of attitude.

More than merely “gritting-your-teeth-and-bearing-it.” Endures with compassion, desiring what is best for the other person who is
provoking you in some way.

Love being longsuffering assumes that love won’t be easy in the church. Love will be put to the test in order to grow.

Churches that allow us to escape relationships too easily are not doing us any favors in growing in love.

Love acts in kindness. Corinthians: demeaning one another, thinking only of themselves. 

Kindness is seen in God himself and the story of creation and redemption. Ti 3.4 - “when the kindness and love of our God and
Savior appeared.” (Cf. also Eph 4.32f.)

Kindness is active goodness to people that rescues them.

Small acts: speaking words that build up instead of tearing down, helping someone who needs an extra hand, opening the door for
someone, etc. 

Kindness forgives one another (cf. Eph 4.32). In forgiveness we rescue someone from the debt he owes us by releasing him from
the burden. Kindness is the costly act of love that does good for others. Kindness costs me time, effort, money, and other resources. 

Love speaks kindly, not cutting at people with words. The kindness of love has pleasant attitudes toward others, even when you
don’t feel like it. You act kindly b/c you are more concerned about the other person than you are your own feelings. 

Kindness is tested when you are around people from you do not care much or even your enemies (cf. Mt 5.43ff.).

Love is not jealous (or possibly, envious). Righteous jealousy: God’s name is Jealous (Ex 34.14). Jealousy guards with zeal the
purity of the relationship. 
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3.3 - characteristic of Corinthian life causing strife. 

Sets up rivalries in the church. These are those unhealthy competitions that despise others for having something I don’t.

B/c of envy the Jews handed Jesus over to be crucified (Mt 27.18). Envy is destructive.

Envy is happy with the misfortune of others and sad when they are blessed. Love rejoices when good things happen to others and
mourns when bad things happen to them.

Love does not brag.  NKJ - does not parade itself (like the Corinthians w/ their gifts). The braggart is one who has a one man
parade. Wants the world to know how great he is.

Bragging like this comes at the expense of others in one way or another. We can manipulate a situation to have others brag about
us.

Love, on the other hand, is so interested in the other person that he would rather hear about you than to speak about himself all the
time. This reflects the very life of God as a Trinity: mutual glorification of Father, Son, & Spirit.

Love is not puffed up. The Corinthians and their knowledge (8.1).  Love is humble, esteeming others better than himself. The
greatest example of this is our Lord Jesus himself as he who was very God esteemed our needs greater than his own comfort and
saved us (cf. Phil 2.5-8)

Love doesn’t have an exaggerated sense of one’s own self-worth. Love thinks of oneself properly, but he thinks of the other more.

The puffed up person looks down on others. He can’t learn anything from others. He’s too good for this or that menial task.

Love does not act shamefully. Corinthians: women and authority structures (11.2-16); Lord’s Table (11.22); abiding a man living in
a shameful relationship (5).

Sins of sexual immorality, e.g., are in no way acts of love because they expose the shame of the other person in an improper
context.

Not abiding by the God-ordained authority structures is shameful. Bringing shame on others by exalting oneself and depreciating
them. 

Does trickle down to what we call rudeness. Love is not obnoxious.

Love does not seek its own. The Corinthians and asserting rights of eating meat sacrificed to idols (8). Love seeks the good of
others and not always that to which I am entitled.

Love is not irritated. Love is not cantankerous. People get in the way. Focused on self. Love focuses on others.

Love doesn’t keep records of wrongs. Love doesn’t keep a running tally of all the things that the other has done wrong in order to
bring it back on him one day. Love let’s it go. (Cf. Mt 6.14-15; Mt 18.21ff.; 2Cor 5)

Love does not rejoice in unrighteousness but rejoice with/in the truth. Corinthians: it could have been rejoicing in these
unrighteous rulings the rich and powerful were receiving b/c of their status (6) or rejoicing in the sin of the immoral man (5).

Love doesn’t tolerate evil of this sort b/c it destroys the other person. Truth = faithfulness in totality; rejoices when people do right.

Love bearing all things & enduring all things. Hanging in there even through the most adverse circumstances.

love believes all things & love hopes all things. Not gullible but believes the best about others; not suspicious all the time.


