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June 21, 2015 EXTRAVAGANT LOYALTY IN A HOSTILE AGE

MARK 1.3-9 (WITH PS 133; SONG 1.1-14; 2COR 8.1-11)
Literary structure: “Markan sandwich” = a story surround by two other stories, all of which help interpret one
another through comparison and contrast.

Mark 14.1-11: Plot to kill Jesus (1-2) / Loyalty to Jesus (3-9) / Plot to kill Jesus (10-11). Jesus and those loyal to him
are being/will be pressured and crushed.

Bethany - (cp. 11.1ff.); “house of dates;” garden scene; we expect a man, a woman, and a serpent. All three are there.

Post-fall effects seen in “Simon the leper.” Leprosy = skin disease in which skin turns white and the flesh is exposed
underneath. Cf. Lev 13–14.

Leprosy = uncleanness = death. Excluded from the sanctuary. Leprosy can’t be overcome by the Law. The Law can
only recognize when it has been overcome. No access until it has been overcome.

In Christ the leper draws near because in Christ leprosy-death is overcome.

Woman, more access than the leper, but excluded on many more occasions than the man (e.g., once a month, after
child birth). A woman never able to draw as near as a man (i.e., priest) could. In Christ she has access.

Woman breaks alabaster vase/bottle with very costly ointment/perfume/nard. Disciples: “Why was this destroyed?”
Jesus says that it was a “beautiful thing” (6). 

Disciples glory in the beauty of a corrupt Temple but fail to see the beauty in this act.

Beauty doesn’t seem necessary to many; not like food, clothing, and shelter. Jesus considers it necessary because it
prepares him for his necessary death. 

Obvious: extravagant love and loyalty of the woman. “What she had she did” (8). She gave the best she had.

Alabaster is a workable, crystal-like stone. The container was probably expensive in itself. The ointment itself was
imported from India. Worth almost a year’s wage for a day-laborer.

Extravagant gift could only be used once.

Deeper story: Jesus being anointed for burial. Alabaster = a type of stone. Ointment is “entombed” in stone. Jesus
himself is the ointment that will be released from the stone to give fragrance to the world.

When he is crucified–destroyed–it appears to be a complete waste. Why would anyone do this to the King of
creation? Couldn’t he have continued to use his power to do good in other ways?

Also, extravagant love of the bride for her king. Cf. Song 1.12-14. Her love is extravagant, sweet, attractive smell
that engulfs her beloved king, joining the two together.

The poor you have with you always. Dt 15.11. God made regular provisions for the poor at Feasts and at harvests.

Could it not always be a complaint that we are never doing enough for the poor so as to never do anything beautiful?

Tabernacle, Temple, and large Feasts seem like an extravagant waste in a hungry, naked, and homeless world, yet
God commanded all of them.

Without determined extravagance toward God, eventually, the poor will be neglected. God is a God of abundance,
an over-flowing fountain of goodness. But he is not a hoarder. What he receives he gives.

Extravagant loyalty is shown to Jesus, anointing him for burial. Jesus is being anointed, receiving this extravagance,
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not for himself alone, but for the sake of others.

Ps 133 - Aaron is anointed as high priest on the head. From the head the anointing flows down to the whole body. So
it is with Christ and his church: we share in the anointing of Christ.

The disciples’ motives, while at some level commendable, are short-sighted. Extravagant devotion to Jesus will
move us to follow him in his self-giving. We will grow into his image and his likeness. 

It wouldn’t be right to build extravagant buildings or have lavish furnishings by taking from the poor in order to do
so. But when God blesses with abundance, there is nothing wrong with being surrounded by beauty in worship. It is
worthy of God, and it is something that the poorest among us can enjoy.

Jesus goes on to say that wherever this gospel is preached, this act will be told “unto her memorial” or possibly “in
her memory.”

The phrase has affinity with the words Jesus uses in the Lord’s Supper: “Do this unto/as my memorial.” (Cf. 1Cor
11.24-25) The Lord’s Supper is a memorial meal.

Memorials in Scripture aren’t merely mental reminders of historical facts. They are that, but they are much more
active and full than a recitation of events. 

Memorials are covenant signs upon which God himself looks, remembers, and acts in accordance with the covenant
that he has made. 

When the Roman centurion Cornelius, e.g., gave his alms, the angel that spoke to him told him, “Your prayers and
alms have ascended as a memorial before God.” (Ac 10.4) God heard his prayers, saw his alms, remembered his
covenant, and acted in mercy toward Cornelius’s household by sending Peter to incorporate these Gentiles into this
newborn church.

These memorials are all over Scripture. Jesus doesn’t use this phrase lightly here, and the disciples would have
recognized it, I’m sure. 

What Jesus says not only refers to the fact that we will be talking about this nameless woman–which we are–but that
God himself will eternally remember what she has done and act toward her in a way consistent with is covenant. 

She will be eternally remembered as one who showed devotion to the King, recognizing his anointing by anointing
him. She will eternally receive the favor of God himself. 

1. United to Christ, all of our sins, uncleanness, and physical maladies are made whole so that we can share in
communion with our holy God.

2. How extravagant is your loyalty?

3. Is my life being wasted? 


