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June 26, 2016 JUDGING JUDGES

ROMANS 2.1-5 (WITH JER 7.1-15; MT 23.1-4)
Where are we in Romans? Paul has never been to the Roman church, so he must introduce himself and his gospel
(both of which have been slandered; cf. 3.1ff).

He desires to preach the gospel to them (1.15). God’s righteousness–covenant faithfulness–is revealed in it. Good
news for the faithful who will be delivered. But God’s righteousness includes his wrath against sin.

But who is it who will be judged? Who is it that is the object of God’s wrath? Are we talking about only the pagan
Gentiles? What about the Jews to whom the promises were given, who were possessors of the covenants and given a
special mission in the world? By what standard is God judging, and do the people being judged know the standard? 

1.18-32:  the entire world that fell in Adam is under the wrath of God, even if they don’t have the same revelatory
privileges as the Jews. They are “without excuse/defense” (1.20). They have suppressed the truth and become
idolaters (1.23)

God, in his wrath, has turned them over to greater and greater sin. Sin becomes “lawful” (1.32).

Some societies haven’t reached this level of debauchery. May think God is pleased with them. Paul addresses in 2.

Still dealing with the revelation of God’s wrath in the gospel. The standard of judgment is the gospel and the Judge is
Jesus Christ (2.16). 

Whom does Paul have in mind? What group is his “target?” Jews? Gentiles? Both? Could be both with the Jews
being in the foreground. Possibly Jews and Gentile God-fearers (i.e., Gentile worshipers of YHWH).

Remember: Paul is writing this to the church that is populated with Jews and Gentiles. He is dealing with people
outside the church, but this is also a somber wake-up call for those inside the church.

The record in the Scriptures of the Jews disobedience and how God dealt with them is written to be an example for
us (cf. e.g., 1Cor 10; cf. also Heb 3–4). Roman church needs to hear this (cf. chs. 14–15).

“Therefore” (2.1) looks back to previous for foundation for what’s coming. What is the inference? 

Sum (my best guess): The Jews (and God-fearers?) are just as much guilty of the root sin of idolatry as the rest of the
world. 1.23 is a practical quote from Ps 106.20 which recounts Israel’s sin at Mt Sinai with the golden calf.

Paul’s aim in this section is to show that all men–Jews and Greeks–are deservedly under the wrath of God. They
have sinned against the clear revelation of God and are being held to account by God. Cf. 3.19

Now he is turning to those who have the revelation of the Law–Jews and God-fearers–telling them that they are
“without excuse/defense” (2.1); i.e., those who stand in judgment over the crowd in 1.18-32.

Note: Paul is not condemning “judging.” He is condemning hypocrisy, practicing the things your are condemning in
others.

They condemn themselves by acknowledging that they know the standard of judgment yet sinning against it.

Obvious forms of hypocrisy: Mt 23.1-4: Laying burdens on others they themselves are not willing to bear.

Subtle forms of hypocrisy: being aggravated with the sins of others that reflect our own sins more than we admit.

The answer is not, “Stop holding anyone to a righteous standard.” The answer is, consider yourself and your own sin
and seek to live up to the standard yourself.

Funny things happen when you start doing this. All of the sudden you become more patient with the sins of others
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and are much more willing to forgive.

Not only do they know the standard by which God judges righteousness and sin, they also know that God’s judgment
is “according to truth against those who practice such things;” God will judge them by this same law. 

2.3 question. Obvious answer: You will not escape the judgment of God. Just because you know the standard and
“stand” for righteousness by condemning others doesn’t give you a pass on what you yourself do.

Age-old problem with the Jews. Cf. Jer 7.1-15.

Presumption upon God’s grace is not a safe place. Thinking that we can condemn others but we are safe because we
are right, or we have been baptized, or we have a long-standing in the church, or because we are the pastor, elders, or
deacons can be falling into the same sin-trap as Israel.

The rebuttal: “But God’s wrath is not being revealed against us. We are living rather well compared to those folks.”

2.4: God’s kind delay in judgment is to give you space to repent.

God’s providence shouldn’t be interpreted contrary to his divine revelation. That is, if God is doing or not doing
something in the circumstances of your life, whatever those actions are do not tell you of God’s pleasure or
displeasure with you.

Repent: that is, to adopt a new way of thinking that takes your life in a different direction. It is to have a change of
heart about your sin and about God that leads you to forsake the former and pursue the latter.

It is to give up those old ways of life in thought, word, and deed and to have your life move in the direction of being
conformed more into the likeness of God himself.

But the kindness of God doesn’t always lead men to repentance. Because God delays his judgment, men presume
that God will not judge.

A man sins. God doesn’t strike him dead. He believes he can do it again.

A nation codifies abominations. Everybody can still go on vacation, go to the movies, buy what they want, and still
be the strongest military in the world. We believe we can continue down that road.

A church denomination, in the name of love, embraces sinful lifestyles. They don’t fall apart immediately, so they
believe they are on the right road.

A local church, loses its first love–love for God and one another–like the church at Ephesus whom Jesus addressed
in the Revelation. It is not suddenly disbanded, so it must not be that big of a deal.

Don’t misinterpret the riches of God’s kind longsuffering. Anywhere that our sin is exposed by God’s word in any of
these areas, we should take the delay of judgment as God’s grace that leads us to repentance.

But if it doesn’t lead us to repentance, our sin matures into hardness of heart. That hardness of heart continues in
unrepentance. 

While the effects of sin may not be immediate or self-evident in the present, we are storing up wrath that will become
evident “in the day of wrath,” a phrase that speaks of the final judgment (cf. Ps 110.5; Isa 13.13; Zeph 1.14-15, 18;
2.2; Rev 6.17).

1. Don’t presume upon the grace of God

2. Be careful of hypocrisy.


