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July 10, 2016 THE DOERS OF THE LAW WILL BE JUSTIFIED

ROMANS 2.12-16 (W/ PS 7; DT 6.4-9; MT 22. 34-40)
2.1-11 - Those who have God’s standards of righteousness must also practice what they know. They will not be
counted as “righteous” just because they know God’s standards and judge others by those standards. Theme
continues in 2.12-16.

“For” (12) - Paul begins to describe God’s impartiality. Paul explains the standards of judgment for both Jews and
Gentiles.

Gentiles = “without Law” and Jews are “in the Law.” Law = Mosaic Law, not some general “natural law.” 

The Law distinguishes the seed/family of Abraham. Circumcision is the initial distinction, the Law of Moses comes
and intensifies this distinction of the Jews in the world.

They are chosen from among the nations (Dt 7.6) and have God’s statutes and judgments that the nations did not
have (Ps 147.19-20).

Gentiles don’t live “under the Law;” that is, they don’t live under the same demands as the Jews. Law is not merely a
“moral code” (though it reflects God’s character). The law distinguishes Israel from the nations.

The Gentiles don’t have the law “by nature” (2.14). Paul is not referring to the Gentiles doing the things of the law
“naturally” in the sense of “innately.” He is not referring to them following some “natural law.” Doesn’t fit.

By their nature as Gentiles, they don’t possess the Law. Nature = God’s created order; the way he has determined to
order the world, causing people to relate to him and one another (cf. 1.26, 27)

God created the Jews, distinguishing them from the rest of the world, establishing their relationship with the rest of
the world. Not distinguished primarily by bloodline (although bloodline played a part), but, more fundamentally, by
covenant.

God’s covenant word–the Law–created these distinct people so that they now have a certain nature. Their
nature–what distinguishes them from others–is their being a “in the Law” people.

Gentile have a different nature. They are not “Law people.” Doesn’t mean that they don’t have standards and,
therefore, don’t sin. Paul proves just the opposite. But they are not judged by the Law of Moses.

Sin is possible “apart from Law.” (This doesn’t make sense if Paul is referring to a “natural” or even “moral law.”)

Sin is condemnable apart from the Law, for the one who sins “without Law” still perishes.

Sin is missing the mark, falling short (3.23). What mark are they missing? They know of God’s eternal power and
divine nature (1.20) and that they are to be worshiping him instead of the creation but they don’t (1.21ff).

No intrinsic advantage to being a Gentile. Sin will still be judged as rebellion against God.

The Jews who sin will be judged by the Law. What does the Law do with regard to sin? The Law brings greater
clarity to what is sin and what is righteousness. A general sense of right & wrong v. clear laws.

Cf. Rom 7.7: Paul wouldn’t have known lust had the Law not said, “You shall not covet.”

The Gentiles don’t have the Law that defines sins and righteousness specifically. The Jews do. The Jews, having
greater revelation, had greater responsibility before God to abide by that revelation.

No intrinsic advantage to being a Jew and having the Law. That is, just having the Law will not be a guard against
judgment. As Paul said earlier, God judges those who practice law-breaking (2.2).
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“For it is not the hearers of the Law who are the justified ones before God but the doers of the Law who will be
justified” (2.13). How does this jibe with 3.19-20?

Context: the Jews can’t use the Law for their defense because the Law has revealed that they are Law-breakers. The
Law has revealed that they have hard and unrepentant hearts (2.5).

Paul clearly believes that there is a way of “doing the Law” that will bring about justification before God at the final
judgment. The question is, “What is doing the Law?”

Note: not some merit-based system by which we earn a justified status before God at the last day. God never set up
such a system.

“Doing the Law” or “obeying the commandments” has always been fundamentally the response of faith to God’s
word. Obedience is an act of faith (cf. 1.5). Faith acts like a divine family member.

Not the hearers of the Law (cp. Dt 6.4), the ones who know God is one. (Cp. Jm 2.19)

What the Law requires: Love God (Dt 6.4-9) and love your neighbor (Lev 19.18). Cf. Mt 22.34-40. Where you find
people doing this, you find Law-keepers.

Find “non-Law people”–Gentiles–doing the things of the Law. But how if they haven’t even been circumcised, a
fundamental in Law-keeping?

Cryptically introducing what will be explained later: “Doing the things of the Law” is defined in Christ Jesus and is a
response to the revelation of God’s righteousness in the gospel. 

The Law is fulfilled in us who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit (Rom 8.1-11). Living in and
obeying the gospel is doing the things of the Law; this is what the Law always wanted and ancitipated.

There are Gentiles who have responded in faith to the incarnation of the Law itself.

“We are the true circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in
the flesh” (Phil 3.3).

Law written on hearts = New Covenant promise (Jer 31.33; cf. also 32.40; Ez 36.26). Evidence of the Spirit’s
activity. Law no longer confined to stone tablets in a box behind a veil, but written on fleshy hearts.

Conscience bears witness. Conscience: internal judge that accuses or justifies an action based upon certain standards.
It is the moral nerve endings that communicate pain when there is guilt and pleasure when you are in the right.

To have a “clean conscience” is believe that you are not guilty.(cf. Ac 23.1; 24.16; 2Cor 1.12; 1Tm 1.5, 19; 3.9;
2Tm 1.3; Heb 13.18; 1Pt 3.15-16; 3.21). Needs to be cleansed (Heb 9.9, 14; 10.2, 22). Can be “weak” or “strong”
(1Cor 8.7, 10, 12; 10.25, 27, 28, 29); that is, it can be ill-informed and, thus, sensitive to the wrong stimuli or it can
be well-informed (i.e., by divine revelation).

Judges others actions (2Cor 4.2; 5.11). The conscience can be seared (1Tm 4.2) so that it no longer “feels” what it is
supposed to feel; the nerve endings have been killed. This is similar to the conscience being “defiled” (Ti 1.15).

“A Law to themselves” - They are not in Israel, but they are community governed by the Law of God by the Spirit.

Conscience, informed by the Law written on hearts, accuses or defends them at the judgment of God. They will be
condemned or acquitted by the standard of the gospel (2.16).

1. Obedience is not a peripheral issue in the Christian life.

2. To whom much is given much is required.


