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July 12, 2015 PREPARING FOR A HOSTILE FUTURE

DANIEL 3.1-18; MARK 14.12-31; 1PETER 3.8-22

War between the woman & serpent, her seed & his seed, is a culture war. That is, whose standards will
govern the relationships of people?

Self-indulgent sexual pleasure without the consequence of children led us to abortion. While see and feel
the effects of abortion, abortions are done in private away from our watching eyes.

Self-indulgent, fruitless sexual pleasure is now quite public, and we are demanded to celebrate it in
homosexual unions.

Moral relativists have become dogmatic absolutists: to oppose their lifestyles is wrong. This is the new
morality.

What are we to do with the growing hostility toward the Christian Faith? How do we prepare ourselves?
(Pr 22.3).

Facing the possibilities

Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and Jesus all saw the coming hostility and provide principles, precepts,
and patterns.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were exiles from Judah who were prominent in the king’s government.
Refusing the king’s edict would have been noticed and would have severe consequences.

Jesus sees his death at the hands of Jewish officials coming for a while. He is an example of how to handle
suffering (1Pt 2.21) as well as the sacrifice for our sins.

Our own situation: we can see government challenges coming. E.g., bakers in Oregon
(http://dailysignal.com/2015/07/06/sorry-slate-oregon-did-put-a-gag-order-on-those-christian-bakers/
accessed July 8, 2015) 

Justice Alito: “Today's decision… will be used to vilify Americans who are unwilling to assent to the new
orthodoxy." The other three Justices that dissented shared his pessimism about the continuation of
religious liberty. 

Situation is moving toward possibly churches losing tax exempt status and individuals losing tax benefit
for tithing.

Christian business owner: many ways to provide services to a godless culture without condoning their sin.
We must do this. Cf. 1Cor 5.9-10

God has called us to be salt and light within these cultures. There will be these types of economic
transactions. That’s okay.

But in the future it may not be that you will have to live in mutual toleration and serve homosexuals in this
way. It may be that you will be called upon to approve of and celebrate their lifestyles under the threat of
losing your business.

Gag orders. Signing statements that you won’t speak against certain lifestyles. Re-education of our
children to sustain this culture.

What will we do? Will we shut down the church? Will you stop paying tithe because there is no tax benefit?
Will we give our children over to the government to re-educate?

Not trying to create a panic. In fact, just the opposite.
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There are times when escape is a legitimate option. But it may also be that God wants us to live in an
engage this culture around us, maybe even facing some of the consequences of our Faith. 

1. While we may participate in a pagan culture, when we are called to bow to their idols, we must refuse.

2. Pray that if it is possible that we can escape.

3. We must submit to hostility when the choice is between forsaking the faith and obeying the will of
God.

4. We must work to build a strong Christian community

5. Do not fight evil with evil.

6. Know that suffering for righteousness sake will be rewarded.

7. Don’t fear

8. Be ready to give an answer for the hope that lies within you.

Yes, we face the prospect of hostility. The answer is not to hole up. We need to see this as an opportunity.
God is giving us an opportunity to proclaim his gospel to the world; a gospel that speaks to the present
perversions of our culture. We need to be ready to preach that gospel in word and in deed even when we
face the hostility of a government for doing so.


