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July 17, 2016 TEACHER, TEACH YOURSELF!
ROMANS 2.17-29 (WITH EZ 36.16-32; MT 23.13-39)

Section begins in 1.18: the revelation of the righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel first in wrath. The
nations/Gentiles are idolaters and under wrath, but so are Jew and the God-fearer. 

2.17ff. homes in on the Jew, considering their special calling and privileges as a people as not being insulation
against God’s wrath.

“But if you call yourself a Jew.” Jew = name of children of Israel after Babylonian Captivity. Comes from the name
“Judah.” All of Israel was, in some way, incorporated into the tribe of Judah (while remaining tribally distinct).

Abraham’s seed through whom all the nations would be blessed (Ge 12.1-3). Set apart for mission.

Indictments are based upon these real privileges that Paul lists. These are graces given to them by God.

“Rests in the Law.” Where the Jew finds his identity. He is defined by God, and this is his relationship with God.

“Boasts in God.” Not a bad thing. They “know and understand God” (Jer 9.24). (We can “boast in Christ,” cf. 1Cor
1.31; Gal 6.14, or in other Christians, cf. 2Cor 9.2, 3; 2Thess 1.4.)

“Know the will [of God].” They know what God prescribes and proscribes.

“Approve the things that are excellent” having been catechized by the Law.  Use the Law to discern between good
and evil.

“Guides to the blind” and “light to those in darkness.” Israel was called to be a light to the nations/Gentiles (Isa 42.6;
49.6; 51.4-5; 60.1, 3).

“Instructor to the foolish” and “teacher of infants.” the Law “makes wise the simple.” (Ps 19.7)

“In the Law the form/embodiment of the knowledge and truth.” The Law–the word of God–lives among the Jews.
The language is almost incarnational; that is, God dwells among them in the Law, revealing himself to them.

2.21-22 - begins the indictment; they have not been faithful with the grace of God given to them.

“You who teach others, do you not teach yourselves?” Like Mt 23, Paul is calling on them to recognize their
hypocrisy, that they have become “blind guides” (Mt 23.16, 24). This is characteristic of Israel’s cultural life.

Not true of every Jew head-for-head, but this has become a part of the culture of Israel because in some way they are
blessed and practiced by those who lead and teach Israel. 

“Do not steal.” They were stealing in “devouring widows’ houses” (cf. Mt 23.14, NKJ). They were also stealing
honor/support from their parents by twisting the commandments of God according to their traditions (Mt 15.1ff.).

“Do not commit adultery.” They manipulated the laws of marriage and divorce and committed adultery (Mt 5.32).

“Robbing temples.” (Cf. Ac 19.37) Might have justified robbing pagan temples because idols were nothing. They are
stealing and somehow polluting themselves with idols.

They boast in the Law but dishonor God by breaking the Law. The nations blaspheme God’s name because of them
(2.23-24). “As it is written:” in Scripture; characteristic of their life as Israel (cf. Isa 52.5; Ez 36.16-32)

Ez 36 - significant to the Romans passage. Judah is exiled because of blood shed and idolatry (Ez 36.18). Scattered
among the nations/Gentiles she profanes God’s holy name. Because they bear the name, what they do reflects on
God.
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Israel was to be the (initial) answer to Adam’s sin; the place where sin was dealt with and people drew near to God.
But they participate in Adam’s sin, making it worse.

But God will not let this stand. He will vindicate his own name and the nations will know him (Ez 36.23). He will do
a work by his Spirit that will give them a new heart, removing the heart of stone and giving a heart of flesh (Ez
36.26). These transformed people will walk in his statutes and obey his rules (Ez 36.27). Paul says this has
happened: 2.25-29. 

Circumcision = the cutting away of male flesh from the organ of procreation on the eighth day of life as a sign of the
covenant instituted with Abraham in Genesis 17. These are the mission people.

Circumcision is functionally equivalent to the Law in this passage. Profit in circumcision if you keep the Law. If you
don’t keep the Law circumcision becomes uncircumcision; you become “not my people.”

Obedient uncircumcision becomes circumcision: you become “my people.” (See “doing the things of the Law” 2.14)

“Keep” - deeper than “obey.” Cf. Ge 2.15; Num 1.53; 3.7, 8, 10, 28, 32, 38). Ge 18.19 “keep the way of YHWH....”
Covenantal responsibility to guard the sanctity of God’s name in word and deed.

How can the uncircumcised do this? The Law is written in the hearts. These are Christian Gentiles who have
embraced the incarnation of the Law in the gospel of Christ. The Law is fulfilled in them (Rom 8.1ff.)

Well, how are they considered circumcised, and why is that even important? You draw nearer to God by being
grafted into the commonwealth of Israel (Eph 2.11ff.). They have done this in union with the King of the Jews.

These Law-keeping “uncircumcised by nature” (literally what Paul says) will judge the Law-breaking circumcised by
nature. “By nature” refers to them as Gentiles or Jews. The appointed judges of the world will find themselves
judged by those who actually keep the Law.

“Public Jew” v. the “hidden Jew” (28-29). Public Jew has the physical mark of circumcision. The “hidden Jew” has
no lasting physical mark that can be examined.

Not “external religion” v. “internal religion.” God has always commanded “heart devotion” (Dt 6.4; 10.16; Jer 4.4).

Contrast: the one who has all the markings of a Law person but is breaking the Law and the one who has none of the
public markings of a Law person but is keeping the Law.

These new Law people are circumcised, but just not where you can see it. They are circumcised in Christ (by the
cross) and by the Spirit.

The Spirit has worked in the hearts of these people and created a new people of God; a new Law people who are
marked out by obedience to the revelation of God in Christ Jesus.

God has always called for a whole-life, whole-hearted commitment from his people.

Praise is from God - play on the word Jew/Judah which means “praise.” The praised ones–the Jews–are those who
have this hidden circumcision in Christ.

Reflections and Responses:
1. The Jews today have no special privilege because they bear the name “Jew.”

2. Is the name of Christ blasphemed in the world around us because of us, the church?

3. Are we Christians in name only?


