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July 26, 2015 THE RITUAL OF THE LORD’S SUPPER:
COMMUNITY & COMMAND

MARK 14.22-25
3. THE RITUAL AS A COMMUNITY MEAL

Not with blood family: Jesus eats this Passover with his disciples (26.18). Establishes the meal in this context.

Original Passover had an emphasis on the Israel as the family. They were to celebrate with neighbor rather than going to other
family members (Ex 12). Passover soon reflected this by becoming centralized at the Tab/Temple.

The biological family is important as it has always been. But the biological family is not primary ... also just as it has always been.

Jesus relativized the family in relationship to commitment to him already in 3.31-35. 

The ritual of the LS should not make families primary, e.g., by having husbands/fathers part of the ritual in taking bread and wine
to families. Wrong message. He has no special authority at this Table.

Now this does not mean that parents can’t help children when we eat and drink. Certainly they can. But they do so as more mature
members helping more immature, weaker members of the body.

Baptism, not family blood, admits you to the Table. Christ’s representatives in the church admit and shun people from the Table.

Not in an individual context: Not a matter of private devotion. Community meal. 1Cor 10.17: “... for we all partake...” That is,
eating this bread together makes us the body of Christ. We are formed into the body of Christ when we eat together.

The individual does change. Might not be in the way that we normally think of when we think of individual piety. Supper creates a
context of the way things ought to be for us as individuals and/within a community.

Here you learn what it means to be an individual. Put w/in a context with whom you must relate. Personal piety can never be
separated from life in the community. Your meaning and purpose as an individual is in the context of the community of God’s
people.

E.g., Jesus was who he was as an individual for the sake of his people. His name, Jesus/Joshua, is given to him designating him as
an individual but for the sake of his people.

The Supper as a meal celebrated in community and for the purpose of forming community keeps all of our individual aspirations
w/in their proper context. We are changed individually in community (cf. 2Cor 3.18)

Note: this is not the community at the expense of the individual. Rather this is the individual understood properly in relationship
with others. Cf. e.g., 1Jn 4.20

The Supper puts us in the proper context of individuals relating to the larger community. In order for an individual to have life as
an individual he must lose his life for the sake of others. 

Speaks against celebrating the meal in private settings. Life is found within the community of God’s people.

The ritual of eating and drinking: “Take, eat.” “Take, drink.” Did not hold until all had received and then did it all together.

But the bread rite is the same. Jesus gave the bread to the disciples and told them to “take, eat.” This means that when each one
took his piece of bread, he ate it right then. They did not wait and eat simultaneously. They ate as the bread was passed. 

Unity comes from the fact that we are eating bread at the same Table, not that we are eating it simultaneously.

Important lesson: the way Jesus ministers to us is through one another. Each receives and eats/drinks from the hands of another
disciple, not Jesus directly.

Jesus gives us his gifts through others. Jesus does not always give us things directly, rather he instructs us, encourages us, rebukes
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us, and such the like through other individuals in the body.

As a protection: keeps us from the belief that the minister is closer to God than anyone else. You don’t need to receive it directly
from the minister’s hand any more than Matthew needed to receive it directly from Jesus’ hand.

Leaders first: Leaders take bread and wine first and then given to all of the others.

Note Jesus’ body was broken and he drank the cup at the cross first, then it is given to his disciples. The apostles are the first to
receive the meal from Jesus and then it goes to the rest of the church.

Matter of service. The meal is a meal of death (i.e., broken body and poured out blood for others). Leaders go first to death,
leading the way. Shepherd lays down his life for his sheep. Elders and deacons follow b/c of their responsibilities to the church.

Not like Adam who pushes the bride out in front and has her eat the food that promises death first.

But then each member is given bread and wine and in doing so eats and drinks death for his neighbor. This is some of the meaning
of bearing one another’s burdens (cf. Gal 6).

We eat and drink death to ourselves for the sake of others and thus follow the pattern of Christ’s life and fulfill the meaning of the
ritual meal. Jesus gave himself for the sake of his people. We are to do the same.

One aspect of eating by faith in this meal is just this fact: we are committing ourselves completely to God for him to do what he
will with us for the sake of his people. We are saying, “Father, I am committing myself to die for these people around me. I don’t
know what that will look like. I am committing myself to your hands for this purpose.”

Now, knowing this, you can be assured that God will take you up on it. He will put you to death for the sake of others. Sometimes it
is not pleasant. Jesus didn’t think it was pleasant. But there is the promise of resurrection on the other side, something we shall
concentrate upon at another time.

4. THE RITUAL AS A COMMAND

“Take, eat” & “Take, drink.” These were not suggestions for those who seated around that table.

For those who have been called to the Feast, this is not an optional meal. To refuse the bread and the wine is to declare that you
have no communion with Christ and his body.

To disobey him in this regard is to disobey your Lord. Somehow we have come to believe that we ought to give the people of God
options when we come to the Table. For whatever reason, if you don’t feel worthy enough to take this meal, then maybe you ought
not.

Paul’s exhortations in 1Cor 11 in sum: “Repent of our sins before you eat–b/c you must eat–so that God will not have to punish
you.” 

When seen as “optional:” (1) Gives people authority over the Table & (2) does not encourage timely repentance.


