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July 3, 2016 HE WILL RENDER TO EACH ACCORDING TO HIS WORKS

ROMANS 2.6-11 (W/ ECCL 12.13-14; MT 25. 31-46)

Paul’s context. With what has Paul been dealing? Judges who judge others by a standard that they themselves do not
keep, thinking that they will escape judgment because of their privileges of revelation. They are hard in heart and
unrepentant (5).

God is impartial in judgment: the wicked are judged to be wicked by how they live their lives not the privileges they
have. Cf. 2.11 - There is no partiality in the presence of God.

What does Paul say? There is coming a final judgment day (5), and on that day God will render to each according to
his works (6). Quoting either or both Ps 62.12; Prov 24.12.

Cf. also Eccl 12.13-14; Jer 17.10; 32.19; Ezek 18.30; Mt 12.37; 16.27; 25.31-46; 2Cor 5.10; Gal 6.7-8; Rev 2.23;
20.12; 22.12. Not an oddity in Scripture.

Must understand the Scriptures correctly, not read into them preconceived notions of what it means to be “judged
according to works.” Not, for example, “earning enough points” to obtain eternal life.

Eternal life–life of the age [to come]–for those who persevere in doing good. Wrath and indignation for those who
are self-seeking and do not obey the truth but obey unrighteousness. Says basically the same thing in reverse order in
2.9-10.

The division is obviously between those who obey and those who don’t obey. It is just as important to see where the
division is not as it is to see where it is. The division is not between Jew and Greek.

Why does Paul say that it is “to the Jew first and also to the Greek?” (Cp. 1.16) Jews have privileges (cf. 3.1ff;
9.1ff.) that give them priority over the Gentiles in some ways. But they also have greater responsibility.

What is the nature of this obedience and disobedience that will be judged on the last day?

Obedient = the ones who by patience/perseverance/endurance in doing good seek glory and honor and immortality
(7, 10). But what is this “doing good?” 

Doing good involves doing the will of God (cf. Mt 7.21). Indispensable to this obedience is faith. Paul is seeking the
obedience of faith among the nations (1.5). W/o faith it is impossible to please God (Heb 11.6).

Faith is that loyalty to God that gives him your whole life. It is to turn yourself completely over to him, submitting to
his word concerning your life and how you are to relate to him and the world around you. Faith arranges your life
under the lordship of Jesus, living consistently with his kingdom standards.

Standard of God’s judgment: Paul’s gospel (2.16); i.e., have you conformed your life to the gospel?

Not one-time experience. Those who “by endurance/patience/perseverance” are doing good. That is, these people
have adopted a way of life from which they will not turn. (“Perseverance of the saints”)

This person’s patient good work is aimed at glory, honor, and immortality. He desires the dominion of the kingdom
of God, sharing with God in his glory/reign.

Man was created and crowned with “glory and honor,” given dominion over the creation (Ps 8). This dominion was
to grow over the whole earth. Sin causes us to “fall short of that glory” (Rom 3.23).

The man who is obedient, who does good, who walks by faith is the one who desires and works toward God’s
kingdom being established the way God intended it from the beginning.

This man’s life in the present is shaped by his future hope. He is striving to have his life and all of his works in line
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with the kingdom agenda. He is the one who is obedient.

Disobedient: “self-seeking and disobedient to the truth, obedient to unrighteousness.” Seek to consume the creation
instead of lovingly rule; don’t submit to God’s design and commands; obey another unrighteous standard.

Their end will be tribulation and distress. That is, at that day of judgment and afterward, they will suffer punishment.

Hypothetical statements? (That is, Paul is assuming a system in which God judges by merit and says that good will
earn eternal life and the evil eternal punishment but later says, “Yeah, but nobody can do this.”)

Cf. 3.19-20 - no flesh justified by works of the Law. Does this negate what Paul says in 2.6-11. No. 3.19-20 is
speaking to the Jews and the fact that they are found guilty by the very Law in which they boast and by which they
judge (cp. 2.1-5). The gives them the knowledge of sin; i.e., that they are unrepentant and hard-hearted.

Are we to take all of these statements in Scripture as merely trying to render us hopeless? It doesn’t seem so.

Not hypothetical. There will be a final judgment and vindication or condemnation based upon what we have done in
this life.

How works work: God created man to be a worker (pre-fall; Ge 1.28; 2.15). Doesn’t earn favor with God but images
and participates in the family-life of God.

Adam would work. God would come judge his work. The fruit produced would be enjoyed by God and man.

Adam sins. What does that do to his work? It distorts it. Adam is twisting the world out of the shape that God
intended for it. His work can’t please God because of sin.

In order to get back to the place where man can complete this task, his sins must be forgiven. He must be given life
on the other side of the power of sin or the task can’t be completed.

God has another Son, a new Adam (Rom 5.12-21). He is faithful for the sake of his people. Through his death and
resurrection we are forgiven and given new life on the other side of death. He restores us to the image (Eph 4.22ff.)

Empowers us with his Spirit to work in and develop new creation. The works that we do in faith are empowered by
the Spirit. He saved us by grace unto good works (Eph 2.8-10); the works he originally intended for man.

Will we be faithful with the gifts of grace he has given us?

Judgment in two stages: initial judgment when we are first declared righteous (justified). No works contribute. Final
judgment: judged and vindicated because we have been faithful in doing what God has commanded.

“The Father approves not only of the Son’s work for us, but the Spirit’s work in us.” He crowns his own grace in our
lives that is evident in the life we have lived by the power of his Spirit.

“1) Am I doing enough good works? 2) Are the works that I am doing really ‘good?’” 

First question: not an arbitrary numerical value. Real question: Are you being faithful with what God has given?

Second question: In Christ, God not only accepts you in some general fashion, but he also accepts your works. In
Christ your works really are pleasing to the Lord. (WCF 16.6)

So, as Paul says to the Corinthians in his exposition of the resurrection, “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”
(1Cor 15.58)


