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July 31, 2016 JEW PRIVILEGE

ROMANS 3.1-8 (W/ PS 51; 1SAM 12.1-15; MT 21.33-46)
Abraham’s family (through Isaac) is privileged. Some believe Paul calls that into question. He answers.

2.17-29 - Jews are guilty before God for not being faithful to their calling. Their circumcision has turned to
uncircumcision (no special covenant membership). Obedient Gentiles (uncircumcised) are reckoned circumcised.

Circumcision profits if they keep the Law, but they haven’t done so. Evidently no profit. So is there any advantage to
being a Jew or profit in circumcision (3.1)?

Paul is dealing with “official Israel” as it were and not as much head-for-head Israel. Will show the universality of
human sin (3.9), but must show that Jewish privilege doesn’t exempt them from condemnation.

“Is there any advantage to being a Jew” Yes (3.2-8) and no (3.9-20)

“Yes” - Difficult for some in the church who think of salvation only in terms of justification by faith. “Justification
has always been by faith for Jew and Gentile (ch. 4), so there is no real advantage to being a Jew.” But salvation
(which is the larger category of which justification is a part) is accomplished in history and is of the Jews (Jn 4.22)

The advantage: entrusted with the words/oracles of God.

“entrusted” - root of the word is “to have faith” or “to believe.” God “put his faith in the Jews.”

They were given a gift. 

They were given a responsibility, a stewardship.

What are these words/oracles? The Law. But they were given the whole of Scripture: the Law and the prophets.
Given instructions on how to live before him as well as promises for the future.

Stewardship of God’s words was for the sake of the world; that the blessing of Abraham might be realized by all the
families of the earth (Ge 12.1-3). It was not to boast in their exclusivity.  They were the renewed image of God.

The way they lived and what they proclaimed as well as their fate all reflected upon the God they represented. Their
trust was their mission to and for the world.

“If what you are saying about us is true, what does that mean concerning the trust that God has given us? If some
were unfaithful, does that nullify the faithfulness of God?” Dilemma: If the Jews are entrusted with the oracles of
God, to be God’s witness in the world and through whom God would fulfill his promises for his creation, what
happens when they are unfaithful with that trust?

How is the Abrahamic promise of life to the world to be fulfilled if the very ones to whom the mission has been
entrusted are themselves living in death? How can God still be faithful to his covenant that through Abraham’s seed
all the families of the earth will be blessed?  

If God condemns the Jews, then he has failed his promise to Abraham. If God doesn’t condemn the Jews, then he is
condoning sin. God’s righteousness and faithfulness are at stake.

“Does Israel’s unfaithfulness nullify the faithfulness of God?” The answer is emphatic: “May it never be! Indeed, let
God be true and every man a liar, just as it is written, ‘In order that you may be vindicated/justified in your words
and victorious when you are judged.’ [Ps 51.4]

“Man’s unfaithfulness doesn’t conquer the promises of God.”

How does Psalm 51 fit in here? King David, the one to whom God’s promises were given and through whom the
Messiah was to come, has sinned grievously.  David = Israel in the flesh.
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David, with all of his privilege, is found to be a sinner. Privilege doesn’t exempt him from confrontation and
condemnation. 

When confronted by Nathan, the prophet, David doesn’t excuse his sin or use the covenant as a means of
presumption upon God’s grace. Instead he confesses his sin and affirms God’s righteous judgment.

The Psalm goes on to tell us what God requires: not animal offerings but a broken and contrite–repentant–heart. This
is what God requires of Israel. In 1st century this will take the shape of following what God reveals in Christ Jesus.

Paul (like Nathan) is confronting Israel concerning their sin. There is no escape even though there is privilege.

God’s faithfulness will include 1) the righteous condemnation of sin and 2) the salvation of his people. He will be
victorious in every way in his judgment. God will be vindicated.

What Israel must do now is, like David, recognize her sin as Paul is pointing it out to them–their historical
unfaithfulness that culminates in the rejection of Jesus the Christ–and repent and believe the gospel.

God will keep his promises to Israel and through Israel in the person of Jesus the Christ, the king and incarnation of
Israel. In him Israel’s sin will be condemned and in him salvation for the world will be accomplished.

3.5-8 - Paul obviously dealing with some rumors concerning what he is preaching known by the Roman church.
Rumor (expanded upon in 9–11): God has demonstrated his righteousness through the unrighteousness of Israel.

Israel’s unfaithfulness, e.g., in rejection and crucifixion of Jesus (cf. Ac 2.23). Guilty of murder of Son of God. But
through this God has revealed his faithfulness.

Nevertheless, God doesn’t give a pass on unfaithfulness because he used it to accomplish his purposes. If they don’t
repent, they will be destroyed (cf Mt 21.33-46).

If this was the plan all along, how can God find fault with the Jews? Is he just to inflict wrath? “May it never be!” He
then adds, “For how could God judge the world?”

God has revealed throughout history and in Scripture that he both 1) condemns sin and 2) works his plan out through
sin. The second doesn’t in any way negate the first. God always unequivocally condemns sin.

The same will be true for the Jews as it is for the entire world. If God made an exception for the Jews sin, he would
have to make an exception for the sins of the entire world. In the end, no sin could ever be condemned.

Paul affirms God’s working through evil without ever condoning evil.

So, on the one hand, God condemns sin, but, on the other hand, God displays his own righteousness–faithfulness in
wrath and salvation–through sin. But God’s ends don’t justify man’s sin.

God is not unrighteous to inflict wrath on Israel/the Jews for their unfaithfulness even though it was through that
unfaithfulness that his righteousness was revealed.

How God works through sin concerns the “secret things of God,” his hidden will. But, as Moses instructed Israel, the
things he has revealed to us are for us and our children that we may do all the words of this law (Dt 29.29).

Reflections & Responses: 

We are a privileged people. What are we doing with our trust? 


