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July 5, 2015 THE BROKEN BODY

MARK 14.12-31 (WITH PS 55; EX 12.1-20; HEB 3.7-19)
Another Markan sandwich: institution of the self-giving meal surrounded by stories of disloyalty by the
disciples. Jesus faithfully gives himself for those who forsake him.

Evident throughout Mark’s telling of the story of Jesus’ impending death: Jesus is giving his life.
Everything remains under his control.

The meal: he takes, breaks, and gives his body. He gives his blood. The preparation for Passover: he knows
what they will find. Betrayal and falling away: he knows what the disciples will do.

Jesus knows our sins even before we commit them, and it is for those very sins that he is giving himself.

There is no situation in this world over which he is Lord that is outside of his control.

Historical context: first day of Unleavened Bread, when Passover is killed. Sets the context for the
meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection (i.e., Jesus as our Passover).

Passover: 10th and last plague on Egyptians; death angel kills the firstborn; note: Israel is God’s firstborn
son (Ex 4.22, 23); they deserve to die, but God provides a substitute for them.

Sacrifice: slaughter, blood displayed, and meal. Not any one aspect by itself. All showed union with lamb.

Passover begins the Feast of Unleavened Bread. All leaven (i.e., sour dough) must be cleaned out of the
house. Cut off the old leaven of Egypt; that principle of growth that had them growing in idolatry.

Unleavened Bread was a feast of a week. God would re-create Israel during this week based on the sacrifice
of Passover.

Irony: disciples go to prepare for the Passover, making certain all leaven is gone, but they themselves show
evidence that the leaven of the old world is in them (i.e., in betrayal and forsaking Jesus). 

Man carrying a water jar: unusual sight. Women usually carry the water jars.

Possible Jesus had this pre-arranged. Jesus makes preparations for the disciples.

Upper room: they will ascend to eat this meal with Jesus. Reminiscent of Ex 24 when Moses, Aaron,
Nadab, Abihu, and 70 elders ascended Mt Sinai to seal the covenant in a meal.

Evening: Mark refers to it being evening 6x in his Gospel (1.32; 4.35; 6.47; 11.19; 14.17; 15.42). First time
the sun sets and, literarily, it does not come up again until 16.1.

The old world has reverted back to darkness. The darkness is growing and will culminate in the cross.

With the twelve: not with the eleven. Judas is included in the meal.

Inclusion in the meal is a matter of covenant standing, not what we suspect is going on in the hearts of
others. Jesus will eventually deal with the unfaithful.

When Jesus reveals that he will be betrayed by one of them, no one turns to Judas as the likely suspect.

Each responds (paraphrase): “Surely it can’t be me?!” They are incredulous about their capabilities to be
disloyal.

Jesus’ words weave together seamlessly divine sovereignty and human responsibility: the Scriptures (i.e.,
God’s Word) must be fulfilled, but the one by whom betrayal will be held responsible and be punished.
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His punishment will be commensurate with the privileges he rejected. To whom much is given, much is
required. Those who receive much and reject it, will have a greater punishment.

New Covenant meal: “This is my body.” However it “works,” Jesus clearly identified his body with the
bread so that eating this bread is being united with his body.

Their eating this bread speaks to 1) their participation with Christ in his upcoming death and 2) their
union with one another in Christ.

Jesus “loses” his body in death in order to gain a new and more glorious body. The disciples are
incorporated into the body of Christ through his death. Jesus becomes more not less through death.

Being in his body means that we share in the benefits of all that he accomplished in his body; we
participate in his death, his resurrection, and his continuing life.

The cup: “his blood of the covenant.” Echoes of Ex 24 where the blood of the covenant was splashed on the
altar and sprinkled on the people. Never drunk.

Drinking blood was forbidden in the Law. New things are happening. Life can now be found by “drinking
blood.” 

Wine not a part of the original Passover. Became a practice when they settled in the land. Jesus
incorporates.

Wine used in worship, but poured out at the altar. Only God drank the wine in worship. Jesus uses this
sacrificial-offering language when he speaks about his blood being “poured out for many.” 

The ones for whom this blood is poured out and to whom this blood is applied, they are the people of God.
Their sins are forgiven and they are given standing as God’s covenant people. 

This blood is drunk. Jesus forms us into his body and then fills us with his life/Spirit. (Cf. Lev 17.11)

Not drinking again until drinks it in the kingdom of God anticipates the victory of his work.

Jesus creates this new body–Jesus + disciples–but this body will be torn to pieces. Parallel to the
destruction of the Temple.

“Smite the shepherd and the sheep will be scattered.” (Zech 13.7) The Temple of Jesus’ body will be
destroyed. Not one stone will be left upon another that will not be scattered. 

Jesus’ body will be resurrected, which means all those in his body will be resurrected with him.

Peter denies that he will deny Jesus. Doesn’t humbly receive what Jesus says. Denies Jesus that very night.

1) Be careful of bold confessions made in safe places. 

2) Let us encourage one another to continued faithfulness.

3) Jesus was faithful unto death for our unfaithfulness.


