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August 21, 2016 AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO PRAYER

GEN 18.16-33; LK 11.1-13; REV 8.1-5 (WITH PSALM 141)
1. What is prayer?
Prayer = the believer’s/church’s communication with God. In prayer we enter into the divine court and talk with God
about what’s going on and fellowship with him.

Assumption: we know that as God’s people we are commanded to pray. But why pray?

Prayer assumes and acknowledges need. Not just sinful needs, but creaturely needs.

We were made for communion/communication with God. We were made to know and be known by God.
Communication, interacting with one another in love, is the way that we get to know one another. 

“Word” = revelation of God; the way we know the Father is through his revelation/communication to us. 

Our need for breath, food, and water are not merely needs for those things but our need for God himself who
provides all of these things and has ordained them as the way he sustains our lives. When he gives his gifts, he gives
us himself. 

Our prayers of petition to God for his good gifts acknowledge our need of him. Our prayers of gratitude to God for
his provision acknowledge our thankfulness for him.

Sin deepens our need. Now we need forgiveness and mortification of sin in our bodies.

Sin also tricks us into prayerlessness, convincing us that we can handle our own needs. We become aware when big
problems come, but the reality is that we need God’s provision moment-by-moment.

Sin will work diligently to keep you away from prayer, whether personal or corporate, throwing a thousand reasons
why it can be put off.

We must be careful then of those things that would distract us from prayer, for prayerlessness is not only a sign of sin
in our lives but gives sin greater opportunity to gain strongholds in our lives.

Sin is overcome in Christ Jesus, and a primary gift of salvation is access to God the Father by the Spirit in prayer
(Heb 4.13-16; cf. Eph 2.18; 3.12).

Our praying is the grateful response to the privilege that God has given us in Christ. Prayer is the breath of our life of
reconciliation to God. It is, in some ways, at the heart of the gift of our salvation.

Prayer is the life of those reconciled to God in Christ. The fact that we can pray is rooted in our relationship with
God in Christ. We are taught to pray “Our Father...” (Lk 11.2).

Our heavenly Father is good and loves us infinitely as his children. He is always ready to do what is good for us even
when we don’t know what is good for ourselves.

Prayer is a child or children entering into the presence of their loving Father and talking with him about various
things; what they like and don’t like, what they need (or think they need), what’s going on in the world around them;
their fears, their concerns, their joys and their sorrows, their struggles and their successes.

Our Father always gives us what we need and will not give us a poisonous substitute (Lk 11.9ff.).

In his wisdom he sees what we need short term for the long term best. He always gives what is best.

Pray specifically. Pray for specific people and their healing. Pray for your specific needs to be met. Pray that God
will destroy those who persecute, maim, and kill his people. Pray for that co-worker, that employee, that employer.
Pray that your neighbor will come to know Christ. Don’t be afraid to pray specifically. 
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Pray and believe; believe that God will hear and answer.

Persistence in prayer (Lk 11). Keeping asking, seeking, & knocking. God is working in us as much as the situation
for which we are praying as we learn delayed gratification.

Purpose in prayer (Lk 11). The neighbor is asking for bread so that he can show hospitality to the stranger. We ask
so that we can serve, not consume it upon our own lusts (cf. Jms 4.2-3).

Prayer = offering ourselves up to God. Cf. Psa 141.2. Incense = the prayers of the people (Lk 1.10; Rev 8.1-5).
Evening tribute = the offering offered up with the ascension offering which represented the worshiper.

When we lift our hands in prayer, we are giving ourselves to God. Prayer is a way in which we present our bodies as
living sacrifices to God (Rom 12.1-2). We offer ourselves to God and for others, reflecting God himself.

2. Why pray together?
All prayer is “corporate prayer.” We pray in union with Christ and, therefore, in union with all those in Christ. “Our
Father,” speaks to our relationship in prayer with other Christians as much as our personal relationship with God.

This union is to be realized in physical gatherings with one another as “the house of prayer” (which is what the
Tabernacle and Temple were and we, the church, are now).

Psalms = the prayer book to be sung together as the people of God.

I would even dare say that we come to know God better in corporate prayer than we do in private prayer (that is, if
our private prayer tends to isolate itself). Why is that? Because God ministers to us through others. I have an
personal relationship with God, but I don’t have an individual relationship with God.

In prayer there needs to be a “both-and” relationship; both individual/family and church. This is not either individual
or the church. 

We gather to pray with one another for encouragement (Heb 3.12-14; 10.24-25).

We pray because this is the center of the culture of the people of God; it is the center of our lives together, the
cultural activity that binds us together as God’s people.

Cultures are developed through consistent activities together. Those consistent activities tell you what a culture is.

As the church, we have to ask a fundamental question about our culture: what is our life together built around? Ac
2.42: Our culture is built around word, sacrament, and prayer.

3. What is the promise of prayer?
Jesus tells us that when we ask it will be given, when we seek we will find, when we knock it will be opened to us
(Lk 11.10). In the midst of all of our asking, seeking, and knocking, God may be changing our desires to conform to
his will so that we ask, seek, and knock for the right things, but he will answer.

Mysteriously, God calls us to enter into dialogue with him so that things in the world will change. They wouldn’t
change if we didn’t pray. 

Consider Abraham’s prayer in Ge 18. Abraham wrestles with God and God is “giving in” to Abraham as it were.

Rev 8: the prayers of the saints ascend with the incense and Jesus shakes up the world.

Whether the world acknowledges it or not, we live in a Christocracy; a world ruled by King Jesus.  In prayer we have
access to the throne of the world. Jesus has called us into his courts as his friends to talk to him and give counsel
about what is going on in the world. That’s what we do in prayer. He listens to us and acts in the world according to
the prayers that we offer. 


