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August 23, 2015 THE OIL PRESS

MARK 14.32-52 (WITH PS 42; EX 21.1-6; HEB 5.1-14)
Recently in upper room celebrating a transformed Passover. Revealed that one would betray and the other eleven
would forsake.

Move to the Mt of Olives and a garden on the side of the mountain called Gethsemane (lit. “olive press”). Most
likely the place where the olives were pressed for their oil.

This night this would be the place where Jesus and his disciples are “pressed” with trial.

Jesus was anointed in his baptism. He will be crushed so that this oil will flow out from him to his people.

Oil in Scripture: 
• anointing of kings
• perfumed with incense to anoint priests; much like (prayer) incense offered up on altar; priests are walking

prayers. (Cf. Ex 30) We become walking prayers
• Oil = liquid light (Ps 104.15, making face shine; fuel for lampstands). We become the light of the world.
• Oil used in cleansing ritual of leper (cf. Lev 14). Cleanses and restores to life. In Jesus’ death we are brought

back to life.

Oil = the Spirit. What Jesus receives in his anointing by the Spirit he gives to us. We become Christians, anointed
ones.

Takes Peter, James, & John. Same as Mt of Transfiguration. They will see his glory in a different way: the revelation
of the love of God to the point of death.

They learn that this is their path to exaltation as well (i.e., the way of the cross).

The weight of grief is crushing Jesus unto death. He is in the throes of death even now.

Disciples are called to “watch.” Cf. Mark 13.34-37. Stay awake and keep guard. They are “Adams” who have been
called to guard the Garden. They are to do so in prayer.

They are called to watch with him, but they cannot alleviate his suffering. He must endure it.

What we see in Christ Jesus is the revelation of a suffering God; a God who is in the deepest of agony for the sake of
those whom he loves. This is a God who, in Christ, learns obedience through the things which he suffers (Heb 5.8).

This is the extent of God’s love. This is just how far the love of God goes for you and me. This is a God who so fully
identifies with his people that, in his love, he takes the burden of our sin on his sinless body and suffers and dies.

The cup = the wrath wine of God (cp. e.g., Isa 51.17, 22; Jer 25.15; Rev 14.10; 16.19). This is the cup that he must
drink as the king of his people. This is the cup that he must endure for the sake of his disciples. 

The Father suffers but in a different way; the suffering of a father watching his son in agony. The Son and only the
Son dies but the entirety of the Trinity suffers.

As we hear the Son pleading with his Father whom he loves dearly to let this cup pass from him, we also hear the
trust of a son who commits himself to his Father because he knows his Father loves him and will ultimately do what
is best for him ... even if he must send him through the deepest pain imaginable.

“Your will be done.” This is the ultimate prayer of faith.

Three times Jesus goes to his Father in prayer. Three times heaven is silent.

The disciples are found sleeping three times. They can’t watch for one hour.
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Jesus confronts Simon first. Simon = pre-apostolic name. Theme: Judas = “the betrayer” (42, 44). The disciple who
cuts off the ear (i.e., Peter; Jn 18.10) is a “bystander.” Words convey the “falling away.” They aren’t following.

Three times rebuked for sleeping parallels three denials of Peter later. If he can’t watch in prayer for one hour, how
can he be so bold to say that he will go to death with/for him?

Contrast between Jesus and Peter: Jesus doesn’t want to go through suffering. He prays that he won’t, but he
ultimately submits to the will of the Father, submitting to the cross he committed to bear. Peter boldly commits to go
through suffering but eventually denies knowing Christ three times to avoid it, unwilling to submit to the cross he
committed to bear. Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.

Jesus called them to watch and pray so that they would not enter into testing/temptation. Possibly asking God to
avoid putting them there. But can also be that prayer will give them strength to face them.

“The Spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” seem to me to indicate that the Spirit of God is willing to come to the aid
and give strength in those times of prayer and trial. The flesh will not stand under trial w/o the Spirit’s strength.

Comes a time when prayer time is at an end. The test is upon them. They must face the serpent.

Judas, one of the twelve,  has given the chief priests, scribes, and elders all the “inside information” that they need. 

The kiss was a sign of love and union with one kissed. It was a sign of peace and, in this case, a sign of submission as
he declared him his rabbi. How utterly despicable to use such a sign of affection to betray.

Officials came out ready for an armed rebellion. They still think Jesus’ kingdom is like all other kingdoms.

Cutting off ear of the servant of the high priest - cf. Ex 21.1-6. Servant connected to the house he serves by the ear.
Temple will be destroyed. Maybe now is the time to destroy the servants? Disciple acting like them.

“Robber/Thief” - They were the thieves (cf. 11.17). They are hiding in the Temple with their abominations.

“Thief” also might carry connotation of insurrectionist. 

The fulfillment of Scripture - God is directing all of these events.

Young man in linen cloth - followed Jesus = disciple.

Linen - made from plant/vegetation. Covers nakedness with vegetation like Adam and Eve. Being stripped from the
disciples and their nakedness is exposed.

Young man will appear again clothed in white at the tomb.

1. Jesus was crushed for the sinful failings of his disciples.

2. We must watch and pray.


