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August 28, 2016 THE FAITHFULNESS OF JESUS CHRIST

ROMANS 3.21-22A (WITH PS 2; ISA 50; LK 24.13-27)

Paul has shown us God’s dilemma in 1.18–3.20. But what is the dilemma? God created man in his image to be an
ever-expanding, unified, loving family, taking dominion over the creation.

Sin distorted and divided, seeking to destroy God’s creation. God will not let that stand. He promises to fulfill his
creation purposes through Abraham and his seed through Isaac, Israel.

Marked by circumcision and then more fully the Law of Moses, Israel was the place in which sin was to be atoned
and through which the world would come to the life that God intended.

Circumcision & Law not the final arrangement because they divide the world into two families: Jews and Gentiles.
Once “Law mission” was complete, the one, worldwide family could be realized.

Note: Paul is dealing with the unity of Jews and Gentiles. He is giving them the theological foundation in the gospel.

Cosmic dilemma: Israel, “the solution,” becomes a part of the problem. Focus: How is God going to be faithful to his
promises to Israel and through Israel to the world when Israel is under sin (3.9-20)? Israel has even brought YHWH
into court and condemned him with the very Law he entrusted to them (i.e., crucifixion of Jesus).

Where does this leave the promises of God? God shows his righteousness in wrath, but he must also be faithful to his
promises to deliver/save. If he isn’t, what does this say about his character?

He can’t snuff Israel out, for he made promises to and through them. Neither can he justify Israel, playing favorites.

The dilemma is, how can God condemn sin in both the Gentiles and the Jews, not playing favorites and fudging
righteous standards, and be faithful to his promises to Israel and through Israel to the world?

Deeper dilemma: How can God be faithful to his promises to create one worldwide family while the Law remains in
place?  The Law sets up a “dividing wall of hostility” between Jew and Gentile (Eph 2.14-15).

Rom 3.21-31: The answer is Jesus, the seed of David and rightful King of Israel. God justifies himself, vindicating
his own righteousness, and in those acts justifies believing Jews and Gentiles.

Two sections in 1.18–4.25: 1.18–3.20, the wrath of God revealed against man’s unrighteousness. 3.21–4.25,  the
righteousness of God revealed in answer to man’s unrighteousness.

 3.21: But now: The turning point from dilemma to resolution. Not merely a literary transition but the hinge of
history; not “religious history,” but the history of the entire creation.

What is about to be explained is how God has worked in the history he created to bring the entirety of his creation
out from under the bondage of sin into the liberty he intended and promised. 

God’s righteousness revealed:  The righteousness of God = The character of God in which he is committed to doing
what is right.

What is right/just? That which reflects the character of God himself. He is righteous. There is not some law outside
of him that binds him. He is bound by his own character.

Where do we see his character revealed? God reveals his righteousness in his covenant; where he reveals how he
relates to his creation and how he expects his creation to be in relationship with him. 

To be in a right relationship with God is to be in line with his covenant standards. It is to be “righteous.”

By his own character God has obligated himself to live and relate to his creation in certain ways that he has revealed. 
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The revelation of God’s righteousness is God’s actions in history wherein he punishes sin and saves his people.

Sin and its consequences are what God is delivering us from according to his covenant promise. His righteousness is
always saving and always condemning (at least in present world history).

God’s righteousness is revealed “apart from the Law” or “without the Law.” Why emphasize this?

Law = that which marks off the Jews as Jews (cf. 2.12; 3.28-29).

“apart from the Law” = God has fulfilled his promises in saving the world in a way that has moved past the old
distinctions created by the Law.

Good news because 1) the Law condemns the Jews (3.20) and 2) the promises to Abraham can’t be realized as long
as the Law is in place.

Righteousness is revealed apart from Law but witnessed by Law and the prophets. In line with previous revelation. If
it is not, it would be from God. (Cf. Lk 24.13ff.)

How has God revealed his righteousness? Through the faithfulness of Jesus the Christ (3.22; instead of “faith in
Jesus Christ.” The emphasis falls on the work of Jesus Christ instead of the believer in this phrase. The believer is
taken care of in the next phrase.)

God reveals his faithfulness and man responds in faith. (Cf. 1.17, “from faith to faith”)

“the faithfulness of Jesus Christ.” Who is Jesus? “Jesus” emphasizes his humanity, which means that he experiences
the world left in Adam, the world “under sin” (though he himself is without sin; Heb 4.15).

He is a Jewish man. Born under Law (Gal 4.4); given a family name, “Joshua.” He is a part of Israel.

“Christ” - “Anointed One,” Messiah, Son of David, King of Israel. Embodies Israel in himself.

Paul is answering the question set up in 3.1-2: If God promised that through Israel salvation would come to the
world, but Israel herself has become a part of the problem and needs saving, does their unfaithfulness mean that God
can’t fulfill his promises through Israel?

Paul’s answer: Israel’s faithfulness is embodied in Jesus the Christ, Israel in the flesh. In Jesus Christ God punishes
the sin of Israel and the nations in order to bring about their salvation.

This saving righteousness of God that is revealed now in the faithfulness of Jesus the Christ is “to all who believe.”

“all.” Whether Jew or Gentile what distinguishes God’s people now is not merely faith. Faith in God has always
been required of men. It is faith in the revelation of God’s righteousness: Jesus Christ.

This faith is the faith that confesses Jesus as Lord and believes in your heart that God raised him from the dead (Rom
10.9). This faith is the faith that is obedient to the Lord he confesses.

Faith = loyalty, allegiance.

God’s people are those who confess Jesus as their Lord, pledging their loyalty to him. The old distinctions that
marked believing Jews from believing Gentiles are gone. 

In fulfillment to the promise to Abraham, God has created one family of worshipers: those who worship him in
Christ and by the Spirit.

Reflections & Responses: We claim the status as the family of God through the faithfulness of Christ Jesus alone.
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