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August 30, 2015 THE TRIALS

MARK 14.53-72 (WITH PS 2; ISA 53; 1PT 2.13-25)

Jesus is on trial before the leadership of Israel. Peter will stand with the leadership in denying the Messianic claims
of Jesus. Ironically, it is Israel and Peter who are on trial as well.

Why take Jesus to the high priest? High priest had kingly/judicial power under Rome in Judea. He ruled as the head
of “the Council,” the Sanhedrian. 

Jesus is going to be inspected by the priest as the Passover sacrifice.

All the chief priests and the elders and the scribes gathered together. In context, there are echoes of Ps 2.2. Israel has
joined the nations in fighting against God.

Ps 2 also notes the victory of YHWH’s Messiah/Christ.

Peter introduced “following from a distance” and warming himself in the courtyard of the Temple by the “light” (i.e.,
fire). 

“Light” and “fire” reveal. Peter is about to be tried and revealed for who he really is.

Jesus’ trial sandwiched between Peter’s introduction and Peter’s denials. There is a comparison and contrast between
the two.

Mark’s literary style puts Peter on the side of the leadership in Israel.

“following him from afar.” Peter is not “with him” like he was previously. Peter is not with him as he committed
himself to be when he said, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you (13.31).

The chief priests and the whole Council or Sanhedrian were seeking false witnesses against Jesus. Sanhedrian =
highest court made up of 70 men + high priest. Rooted in Moses choosing 70 elders (it seems).

The Council is seeking false testimony so that they can legally convict Jesus and put him to death. The verdict has
been determined (cf. Mk 3.6; 14.1). Now they just need witnesses and evidence.

Needed: 2 witnesses who will agree to evidence worthy of death. Dt 19.15-21. Note: if the witness is false, the
witnesses/accusers receive the punishment they wished for the accused. In this case it will be death.

How is the witness that he will tear down and rebuild the Temple false? Cp. Jn 2.19; Mt 26.60-61

The best I can come up with is that they couldn’t agree about that to which Jesus was referring when he spoke of “the
Temple” and/or what it meant to build a temple without hands. Specific words were being used in the testimony, so it
possible that there was a conflict of references. Mark is emphasizing the sinister nature of the trial.

What’s the big deal? They considered it blasphemy, leading others to worship a false god (Dt 17.2-17).

1) To speak about destruction of the Temple is to put oneself in the company of historical enemies of Israel (e.g.,
Babylonians). But God ordained that because the Temple had become corrupt.

2) Rebuilding the Temple was the king’s responsibility (e.g., Solomon). To claim to rebuild is to claim to be king.

3) If they understand in anyway that Jesus is referring to himself (cp. Jn 2.21), then he is saying that if one wants to
draw near to God, he must go through Jesus. 

Jesus remains silent at the first question. He is Isaiah’s suffering servant (Isa 53.7).
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“Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” (Cf. 1.1). Not asking, “Are you the second member of the Godhead
made flesh?” but “Are you the king of Israel?” (Cp. 2Sm 7.14 for “son of God” as king of Israel). Following up on
destroying and rebuilding the Temple accusation.

Jesus: “I am.” Echoes of Ex 3.14?

“Son of Man...” - cf. Ps 110.1 & Dan 7.13 (studied in depth in ch. 13). Summary: they will see is the evidence of
Jesus’ enthronement: his words concerning Jerusalem and the Temple will come to pass. Within a generation it will
be manifestly evident that Jesus is enthroned in heaven.

High priest tears his garment. Violation of Lev 21.10. Garment symbolizes his vocation as high priest in the Temple.
He is “clothed” in the Temple. He is ripping the Temple and the priesthood to pieces, calling down curses upon both
if Jesus is not put to death.

The Council agrees with him that he is worthy of death. They spit in his face, strike him with fists, and slap him.
What they should have done is to “kiss the Son” in loyalty (Ps 2). But they have taken council together and have
done the opposite, aligning themselves with the nations who oppose YHWH.

They mock him and his prophetic abilities. Yet Jesus prophesied that all of this would take place (cf. Mk 8.31; 9:30-
31; 10.32-34).

Peter is approached by a servant girl and accused of being one of Jesus’ disciples. Contrast with the high priest.

Moves to the gate. Place of judgment in Scripture. Peter is on trial. Rooster crows the first time announcing judgment

Peter denies a second and third time, calling down curses upon himself finally. He is identified with the high priest
ripping his garment.

Rooster crows, mediating the words of Jesus to Peter. Peter weeps at the realization of his sin. Beginning of
repentance.

Eventually Peter will be restored. He called down curses upon himself just like the high priest did. These curses will
be borne by Jesus on the cross. Those who like Peter repent and join with Jesus will have the curses taken by him.

Those who do not will take the curses upon themselves. Through all of this Peter will learn of Jesus’ grace and
forgiveness. Official Israel will learn what it means to bear the curse.

1. Our belief in God is measured by how we submit to him when he is revealed not what we say about him.

2. Trials reveal who we really are and should lead us to repentance when sin is revealed.

3. Jesus’ success through trial provides for our forgiveness and restoration for failure.


