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UNDER SIN

ROMANS 3.9 (W/ GEN 6.1-8; JN 16.4-11)

Rom 3.9 - Paul has charged that Jews and Greeks are “under sin.” Refers to discussion in 1.18–2.29 (3.1-8).

Why say “under sin?” Paul is communicating a Scriptural narrative that he will be developing further in the letter. 

1. Sin And Its Kingdom

What is sin? Dictionary definition: to miss the mark of the divine intention.

Our tendency is to think of our individual problems in our relationship with God; words, actions, attitudes that are
out of line with God’s revealed will for which I am accountable and will be held liable. True.

“Under sin” communicates a bigger problem. “Sin” is personified; a character in God’s story; a rival king to King
Jesus who has a rival kingdom in which people share a common culture, a way of living together.

Sin is the power behind all evil powers in the world.

Sin organizes people to build a tower in Shinar (Ge 11.1ff.), invigorates Pharaoh to create a culture that enslaves
God’s people and rebels against YHWH’s command, and even motivates Israel’s kings (like Herod) to become
“Pharaohs” (Mt 2).

sin reigns (5.21), enslaves (6.6), rules (6.12), and exercises lordship (6.14). People are slaves to sin or freed from sin
(6.16, 17, 18, 20, 22).

I have a personal problem with sin, but I am part of an “ecosystem” that is controlled by sin. Sin is a power that has
organized a kingdom in this world that threatens to bring God’s entire creation into destruction and death.

Sin makes promises. People who chase those promises live a certain way and under sin’s reign; societies as much as
individuals. Societies will then make laws that codify sin’s kingdom culture.

Israel was to be a counter to this with laws that reflected God’s kingdom.

Man doesn’t need to change just a few moral habits. We need a warrior king of righteousness to defeat Sin so that
righteousness reigns in life (Rom 5.17).

Jesus comes, not to deal with the vassals (Pharaoh, Herod, Caesar, etc.) but with the power behind the thrones.

2. Sin And Its Character
Individuals and communities “under sin” display a certain character described in two words in 1.18: ungodliness and
unrighteousness.

Ungodliness = a lack of fear of God; there is no respect for God and, therefore, no concern about submitting to and
living by God’s standards; no fear of retribution.

Ungodliness manifested in refusal to “honor God” and “give thanks” (1.21). Idolatry is fundamental in the kingdom
of sin.

Man created to be a worshiper first and foremost, submitting to God’s word, having life shaped by God’s word.
Mission to have dominion was rooted in this primary responsibility of worship/fear of God.

To take dominion–develop and organize the world–man would need knowledge and wisdom. The fear of YHWH is
the beginning of both (Ps 111.10; Pr 1.7).

Sin’s strategy is to attack worship first; to eliminate the fear of God. Do this by setting up rival gods.
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In the society outside the church, the ungodliness is evident. They don’t have time “for church.” They’ll just be
“good people.” They have other gods to chase: money, recreation, pleasure, etc. 

Sin is still always seeking to gain a foothold in the kingdom of Christ. Attacks worship.

Idolatry is “self-seeking” (2.8). Sin seeks first its own kingdom and unrighteousness. Seeks to serve self.

Unrighteousness - they “do not obey the truth but obey unrighteousness” (2.8). 

Righteousness = a standard that tells you what is right or just. There is a measuring stick that is God himself and his
revelation.

You know where sin is ruling when you see where God’s righteous standards are being ignored; where his covenant
is neglected or outright rejected.

Though they don’t lose all sense of justice, their understanding of justice–how we are to relate to one another
properly–becomes quite distorted.

Be careful in the church: some will cry “legalism” when righteous standards are pressed.

We must reckon ourselves dead to sin, not yielding ourselves and our members to the reign of unrighteousness (Rom
6.11ff.)

3. Sin And Its Consequence
The wrath of God is revealed against it (1.18). It is from this wrath that we need to be saved and are saved through
Christ’s blood (cf. 5.9)

Sin is not an equal or greater power. Sin will be defeated by God and supplanted with his original purpose for his
creation.

Man gave his authority over to sin in the form of the serpent. Sin ruled until Christ. But Christ established a kingdom
of righteousness and life.

The consequence of the reign of sin will be the wrath of God. God will pour out his personal, unrelenting wrath upon
those who are opposed to his purposes for the creation; who distort and pervert his creation by ordering it according
to the kingdom of sin.

God pours out is wrath in stages, giving space to repent (cf. 2.4). One day the wrath of God will be experienced in
the form of hell for all those who don’t want to live in the kingdom of God and of his Christ. They will get what they
always wanted: a world without God’s order; a world where the restraining grace of God is no longer present and
they are given completely over to their insatiable appetites.

Effect of God’s wrath: thinking becomes futile and foolish hearts darkened (1.21). Man, who doesn’t fear God, loses
ability to think rationally. Christ transforms us by the renewing of our minds (12.1-2).

Effect of God’s wrath: given over to more sin (1.24, 26, 28). Sin dominates more and more leading to death.

Sin is no joking matter. When we see it in our lives and in our family, church, etc. we must mortify it/put it to death.

Find freedom from sin in slavery to Christ; finding forgiveness through his blood a life in his resurrection.


