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September 4, 2016 RIGHT WITH GOD

ROMANS 3.22B–24 (W/ PS 8; EX 6.1-13; JN 10.1-18)

One of the deepest longings of man’s heart is to be justified. He wants to know that he is right.

Man’s need for justification, to be declared in the right, is because he is created in the image of a righteous God. But
we have sinned, seeking justification from other gods.

Rom 3.21-26 - Jew and Gentile are in a bad place. God has remedied the situation through the faithfulness of Jesus.

God’s saving righteousness is revealed in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ to all who believe, Jew or Gentile. All
becomes the emphasis.

Jews were in a privileged position as “in the Law” people and presumed upon it. God’s righteousness is revealed
“apart from the Law,” eliminating the old distinctions.

Major questions here are, Who is the family of God? Where do we find our identity? Jews: “Circumcised children of
Abraham and people of the Law.” Paul: “Faith in Christ Jesus.”

The reason for this, Paul says, is “For/Because there is no distinction....” Jew and Gentile experience the
righteousness of God in the same way: through faith in Christ Jesus. 

They must because they all stand in the same position as sinners: guilty.  “For/Because all sinned....”

Paul seems to be looking ahead to ch. 5 where all sinned in Adam (5.12). All are a part of the same Adamic story,
possessing Adamic flesh: corrupted by sin.

“falling short of the glory of God.”  The glory of God is the manifestation of the Person of God; his character
displayed.

Hebrew concept = “weight;” this is the substance of his character on display.

Created in the image of God–to reflect his character–and we fail to do so because of sin.

Also, glory is associated with dominion/kingship (cf. Ps 8.5-6). God promised him glory/dominion over the earth.
Sin causes us to fall short of that glory. No one can have this glory bestowed on him, Jew or Gentile.

Both Jew and Gentile being guilty of sin, both are in need of justification.

“Justified freely by his grace” - justification comes as pure gift. No one holds a rightful claim to it in God’s court.

What is it to be “justified?” “To be justified” and “justification” same family as “righteous” and “righteousness.” 

To be in line with what is right; to be in line with God’s revealed will, his covenant. It is to be “not guilty” or
“righteous.”

He has brought you into his court and not merely rendered the negative judgment of “not guilty” but the positive
judgment of “righteous.”

“Righteous” is not merely a set of rules. Righteous is a Person. Who is righteous? God himself. To be righteous is to
be the image of God, to be a true son of God, part of God’s family.

In justification God declares us his true sons. We are his true image-bearers, the ones to whom he will give glory; the
ones who will reign over the earth as he intended.

Learn of justification primarily by what God the Father did with Christ: He justified him through resurrection (cf.
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1.3-4; 1Tm 3.16). He declared him to be his true Son when the world had condemned him.

Our justification is in Christ. He is our righteousness, our justification. In him we are declared “righteous” and,
therefore, true sons; and we are united to him by faith, being loyal to Jesus as our Lord/King.

But how can we be declared righteous, cosmically vindicated as God’s true sons, when we have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God? What has God done in Christ so that we can be justified in him?

“Freely by his grace.” Not anything in us that obligated God. His love moved him.

But what did God do freely by his grace to justify us? Did he overlook sin? No, he couldn’t do that. If he doesn’t
punish sin, then he himself is not just.

Answer: through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Redeemer = “near kinsman” who has three responsibilities
laid out in Lev 25, Dt 25, Num 35.

1) Must keep the promised land within the family. If a Jew must sell his land to pay off debts and goes into
indentured servitude, his near kinsman was to pay to bring him out of debt and keep the land in the family.

2) Raising up an heir for a dead brother. When a man died and did not have a child to inherit his promised family
land, the nearest kin, his brother, was to take his wife and raise up an heir (Dt 25.5-10)

3) As an avenger of blood, the near kinsman must execute a killer in order to cleanse the land from shed blood. Cf.
Num 35.9-34. He was ordained by God to be a minister of wrath so that God would not directly pour out his wrath.

Jesus’ redemption: 1) God’s son, Adam, was originally promised the earth as his inheritance. God renewed that
promise to Abraham and his seed (cf. Rom 4.13). Jesus secured the land for the family to whom it was promised.

2) The original bride was left a widow with no heir. The first Adam died. Jesus comes as the second Adam (ch 5), a
true husband, who marries the widow and raises up a seed from the church who inherits the land.

3) Sin murdered man. This murder called up Jesus to be the avenger of blood. As our redeemer he has come and put
sin to death through his own death and resurrection.

In short, redemption conquers sin and reverses it effects. Redemption = the forgiveness of sins (Eph 1.7).

Redemption moves us out from under tyranny and brings us into the inheritance that God promised for us.

The Passover and Exodus were redemption (Dt 7.8; 9.26; 13.5; 15.15; 24.18; 2Sm 7.23; 1Chr 17.21; Mic 6.4).

God redeemed them with an outstretched are and great judgments. 

But more: Jew and Gentiles came out of Egypt (cf. Ex 12.38: the mixed multitude). Redemption was to the Jew first
and then to the Gentile. It came through the Jews to the Gentiles.

Between Exodus and entrance into Promised Land, the mixed multitude disappears. They are grafted into Israel (e.g.,
Caleb the Kenizzite). 

Why are they delivered? One was to inherit the land that God promised to them through Abraham in Gen 15: the
land of Canaan (cf. Ex 6). God would give them “glory” to rule over the land.

What does redemption in Christ Jesus mean for us? 1) we are freed from the tyranny of sins through forgiveness;
God has delivered us with his outstretched arm and great judgment; 2) Redemption also speaks to the unity as the
people of God; the paradigmatic story of redemption–the Passover and Exodus–includes the redemption of the
Gentiles through the redemption of Israel. 3) Redemption means that we are in the position to march forward to
receive the inheritance God promised us. The glory from which we fell short is ours in Christ Jesus.


