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September 11, 2016 GOD’S GIFTS OF GLORY, SECURITY, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS

GENESIS 3.1-24; MATTHEW 10.26-33; ROMANS 3.21-26

Three basic needs of man in his creation: glory, security, and righteousness. From the beginning God created us with
these needs and the hunger to pursue them.

First gift: man was created with and promised glory. Hebrew = “weightiness.” That which enhances the man, making
him more beautiful, giving him more responsibility; it is making him more than he was in a better way.

Man is created with glory but also to become more glorious. Seen in 1) creation of woman and 2) call to progressive
dominion.

The woman is the glory of the man (1Cor 11.7), and through her children would be born. Man becomes more
glorious through addition of woman and children.

Man created with some dominion but was commanded to take dominion (Ge 1.28; cf. Ps 8.5-6; Heb 2.7-9). He was
to progressively take rule over the earth organizing it after the pattern of heaven.

We are created to pursue glory. We have a legitimate desire to be more and have more; to be glorified. We pray as
Jesus prayed: “Glorify me” (Jn 17.5). 

Second gift: Man was created and promised security. He was in a right relationship with God and safe. He could trust
him through sleep in which he would rip off the side of his body.

As a part of who he is, man will always seek to find security, to eliminate threats and, thus, fear.

Third gift: Man was created with and promised righteousness. He was “good,” upright and beautiful. He was given a
commands to remain in this righteousness: don’t eat of the TKGE (Ge 2.17).

To remain in this state, man would need to continue to look to God in faith; i.e., trusting his word, remaining patient
where God demanded patience, being obedient to what God commanded. Man would need to remain loyal to God. 

Man, being created in the image of a righteous God and in relationship with God has a fundamental need for
approval, to be declared “good.” He needs to know he is “in the right” in his relationships.

Sin enters. It doesn’t create something new but perverts. Now we seek all three of these, but we pervert what they are
and/or seek them in a perverted way.

Sin transforms all three gifts: Righteousness becomes guilt. Glory becomes shame. Security becomes fear.

But then sin, being nefarious as it is, in its guilt, shame, and fear pursues righteousness, glory, and security apart
from God’s provision. You will pursue these gifts. You can’t help it. 

What happened in the Garden when Adam and Eve ate the fruit of the forbidden tree? First, eyes were opened and
their original glory was turned to shame. They were unashamed in their nakedness (2.25). Now ashamed.

Created “adult babies.” Eventually would be clothed. Know this from Jesus being glorified in clothes and God being
gloriously clothed with his creation (Ps 104). They would grow up to be more like God.

Clothes are for glory and beauty for the priest (Ex 28.2, 40). 

Adam and Eve seek to cover their shame with glory–clothing–by sewing fig leaves together and covering up their
private parts (the location of “shame”).

Man’s security was turned to fear. He sought safety by hiding from God: “I was afraid ... I hid myself.” He tried to
fortify himself against the gaze of God apart from God’s provision.
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Man’s righteousness was turned to guilt. Cf. 3.11-12. Man seeks to justify himself by blaming the woman and God.

Man will pursue righteousness. He will always seek to be “in the right.”

We sin in our pursuit of these gifts. Man pursues glory, what enhances him, making him look good, beautiful, more
“weighty” in the eyes of others. He is seeking to cover his shame.

Shame Interrupted, Ed Welch: “Shame is the deep sense that you are unacceptable because of something you did,
something done to you , or something associated with you. You feel exposed and humiliated. Or, to strengthen the
language, You are disgraced because you acted less than human, you were treated as if you were less than human, or
you were associated with something less than human, and there are witnesses.” (2)

Someone makes you look stupid or ignorant when you want praise for intellectual prowess. You hide from them
and/or respond with envy that will seek to tear the other person’s glory down.

Jesus was delivered to be crucified because of envy (Mt 27.18). They pursued their own glory.

Being envious that someone is better or has more moves us to destroy their glory so that we can cover our shame.
Their glory is a threat to me. It will expose my nakedness.

Man pursues security. Fear drives us to find security. Greatest fear is death (Heb 2.14-15).

Self-protection is God-given desire, but there is a point at which fear begins to control us so that no security system
is enough and no amount of money in the bank will do. I am stressed because I am not safe.

My security is found in being accepted by this or that person or group. I fear their rejection and loss of security.

Man pursues righteousness. We are “not approved” and seek approval to assuage our guilt. We will scapegoat others
and justify ourselves, shirking responsibility.

We desire to “measure up” in the eyes of God or an idol we put in his place. We will find ways to justify our actions
to pacify our conscience. 

In sin, we will seek approval, the judgment of “righteous,” from anywhere but God.

Shame, fear, and guilt all have an effect on you. They paralyze you. You are unable to act to do what you were
created to do.

All three of these were original gifts given by God in creation. Now, in re-creation in Christ Jesus God has graciously
provided them to us again.

He became our shame so that we could be clothed with glory. We are covered before God. No shame.

This frees us not to seek glory illegitimately from others or tear down their glory through envy. I am also freed to act
because I am not afraid of being “exposed.” I can have boldness.

We have security in Christ. Cf. Rom 8.38-39. We are freed from fear of death: Heb 2.14-15.

Without the fear of death, I am free to act (and grow old!) knowing that God will keep me safe.

In Christ, we are righteous. We are approved by God, which means that he has dealt with the reality of our guilt and
looks upon us and declares us “good.”

I don’t have to seek the approval of all the wrong people. God tells me of his approval through his word in the midst
of his faithful church. I am also free to act, knowing that my works are already accepted (Eccl 9.7).


