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September 18, 2016 QUENCHING THE FIRE OF GOD’S WRATH

ROMANS 3.21-26 (EX 25.17-22; MT 26.17-29)

Where are we in Romans? 1.18–3.20 - “all”–Jew and Gentile–“are under sin” (3.9). Neither Jew nor Gentile has any
ground on which to stand and say, “I am justified before God.” All are condemned in their sin. 

God’s dilemma: Bound himself to save the world from sin, which includes the unification of man into one worldwide
family, but must punish man in sin.

Sin divided the human race. God used this division and set apart Abraham’s seed to be the place where sin would be
“collected” and dealt with. But Israel, “the savior,” has become a part of the problem and stands condemned as well.

If God is just, he will punish sin; all sin, including Israel in sin. But if he does this how will he be true to his word to
save Israel and the world through Israel? He needs a faithful Israel. Answer: the faithfulness of Jesus the Messiah.

Primary focus in Romans: how God has demonstrated his righteousness-covenant faithfulness-to both condemn sin
and keep his promises.

All sinned and all are in need of the same justification; to be declared forgiven and righteous and so be the true sons
of God who inherit the glory promised to Adam.

If we are sinners, how then can we be righteous? It is through the faithfulness of Jesus in accomplishing redemption. 

How did Jesus provide this redemption? 3.25-26:  “... whom God displayed as a propitiation through faithfulness in
his blood in the demonstration of his righteousness because of the passing over of sins formerly committed in the
forbearance of God to/towards the demonstration of his righteousness in the present in order to be just and the
justifier from the faithfulness of Jesus (my translation).

What is a “propitiation” and what does it mean for God to “display” or “put him forth” as a propitiation? It is the
satisfaction of God’s wrath against sin. Answers 1.18: “For the wrath of God is revealed against....”

God’s wrath is the response to the attack on the creation which he loves. (When you love someone you become
angry when someone tries to hurt him/her.)

Man, who supresses the truth in unrighteousness, who destroys the intent of God’s loving purpose for his creation in
sin, is the object of God’s wrath.

God’s wrath toward sin must be quenched. Sin and those who follow its path, must be punished and exiled from
God’s creation so that creation may reach God’s loving purpose for it.

Dilemma: how to satisfy righteous wrath with condemnation but also save. If God fails to do either he is not
righteous.

Jesus is Israel in the flesh, “collecting” the sin of the world. Through his faithful death the wrath of God is satisfied
against man’s sin and his creation is saved.

“the place of propitiation” - rooted in the Tabernacle and its furniture. Ex 25.17-22 Greek word translates Hebrew
word that means “cover,” referencing the cover, or lid, that is on the ark of the covenant in Holy of Holies. 

The cover is not first a theological concept, but a piece of furniture made of pure gold with two cherubim on the top,
all of one piece.

Above the cherubim was the throne of God (cf. e.g., 1Sm 4.4; 2Sm 6.2). The top of the ark of the covenant is the
footstool of God’s throne. Place of meeting with God (Ex 25.22; cf. also Num 7.89).

7th month, 10th day of the month = Day of Atonement/Coverings. Central to this was “the cover” of the ark.
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“through faithfulness of Jesus” = the faithfulness of his death (cf. Rom 5.18).

In Jesus’ death, the work of propitiation was done. He covered us and, thus, shielded us from the wrath of God. We
are clothed with Christ and therefore, “covered.” Cf. Rom 5.9

Christ’s blood provides the forgiveness of our sins, putting in a position to be declared righteous with God.

Day of Atonement/Covering, Lev 16 - people called to fast (a form of death). High priest stripped of garments of
glory and beauty, only wearing linen garment.

He would first offer a bull for himself, and then he would offer a goat for all of Israel. He would take this blood
along with a cloud of incense into the Holy of Holies. 

There he would sprinkle the blood of the bull seven times towards the cover of the ark of the covenant, and then he
would do the same with the blood of the goat; the place of covering; the place of propitiation.

In this act, the sins of the people for the year would be forgiven. Jesus himself became this place of propitiation, this
place where the wrath of God was satisfied through his faithful death on the cross.  

Why blood? Blood was necessary because, as Leviticus says, “life is in the blood” (Lev 17.11). The demonstration
of blood meant that death had taken place. 

Death is the only way to deal with sin. Sin is irredeemable. It must be destroyed or it will destroy.

Why did God do all of this? To demonstrate his righteousness “on account of his forbearance in passing over former
sins previously committed.” (Cf. 2.1-4) Patiently reprieved sin day after day and year after year.

God’s righteousness has fully and finally been revealed “in the present time” through Christ to once-and-for-all settle
the issue. It will be in Christ Jesus that his wrath will be satisfied against sin and his creation.

In this way God is righteous/just and the justifier “out of the faithfulness of Jesus Christ.” Jesus is the place of God’s
justice/righteousness and the place where people are made righteous.

How would it demonstrate love to put someone else out there to die for sinful people? Would it be loving to beat an
innocent victim to death for the crime of someone else? How would an act like this demonstrate God’s love for us as
Paul says it does in Rom 5.8?

For the love of God to be demonstrated in the death of Jesus, God himself would have to be involved in giving
himself in and through Christ Jesus.

You don’t demonstrate your love by having someone else punished for the one who sinned against you. You
demonstrate your love by taking the cost of the sin into yourself.

For God the Father to demonstrate his love truly, Jesus Christ had to be his eternal Son. Jesus is God the Son sent to
reveal the love of God the Father and the God the Spirit.

In Christ God gave himself to remedy the problem of sin.

God’s whole plan was to put himself in the position to be the only answer to the world’s problem of sin. He has
solved this problem by being just and the justifier through the faithfulness of Jesus.

1. Our sin is deadly serious.

2. God’s wrath toward is satisfied in Christ Jesus.


