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INTRODUCTION TO EXODUS 25–40

Introductory Matters
Why spend time studying the Tabernacle? 

1) The works of God are the revelation of God himself

2) The Tabernacle speaks of Christ

3) All Scripture is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness.

4) Profitable to instruct us in the nature of our worship

5) It is a heavenly image into which the earth is being shaped.

6) Architecture is instructive 
• Ez 43.10-12

Why study? Tabernacle provides God’s view of the way the world is and ought to be. Our
orientation, our view of the way the world is and ought to be, provides foundational perspective
on how to respond and not simply react to the world around us.
• We are instructed in a world model that helps us to be proactive in building something and

not simply reactive. 

Structure: Creation and New Creation

Where are we in Exodus?
• God has destroyed the old world in Egypt through 10 plagues (corresponding to the 10 words

of creation in Gen 1). Now he is making a new creation.

Prima Facie Evidence of the Creation-New Creation theme
(See JBJ The Tabernacle: A New Creation)

1. The seven-fold organization of the material.

2. The instructions for the Tabernacle in 25.1–31.17 are marked by the structural marker “and
YHWH said to Moses.” This occurs seven times.

A Day One: 25.1–30.10, the materials and instructions for the Tabernacle and its furniture.
B Day Two: 30.11-16, the census ransom

C Day Three: 30.17-21, bronze laver
D Day Four: 30.22-33, the anointing oil

C’ Day Five: 30.34-38, the incense
B’ Day Six: 30.1-11, Bezalel and Oholiab

A’ Day Seven: 31.12-17, Sabbath prescriptions
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3. The seventh speech concerns the Sabbath 

4. On the third day God gathered the waters together and called them “seas.” The third speech
has to do with the bronze laver which is called “the sea” in 1Kg 7.23

5. On the sixth day God created man and his helper. In the sixth speech God gives his Spirit to
Bezalel and appoints Oholiab as his helper.

Why does this help?
• Gives us a way forward in understanding, for instance, the “census ransom” (30.11-16)

The Larger Structure Revealing Genesis 1–3 themes

25.1–38.20 - Creation-Fall-Re-creation

A Day One: 25.1–30.10, the materials and instructions for the Tabernacle and its furniture.
B Day Two: 30.11-16, the census ransom

C Day Three: 30.17-21, bronze laver
D Day Four: 30.22-33, the anointing oil

E Day Five: 30.34-38, the incense
F Day Six: 30.1-11, Bezalel and Oholiab

G Day Seven: 31.12-17, Sabbath prescriptions
H Fall and Promise of Restoration/Recreation: 32.1–34.35

G’ Day Seven: 35.1-3, Sabbath prescriptions (Moses assembles)
F’ Day Six: 35.4–36.7, Skilled Craftsman with Bezalel and Oholiab (gathering
materials; man established as creator)

E’ Day Five: 36.8-38, making curtains and coverings (parallel to incense)
D’ Day Four: 37.1-29, arranging the bodies in the firmament

C’ Day Three: 38.1-7, altar of ascension offerings
B’ Day Two: 38.8, Bronze laver

A’ Day One: 38.9-20, the Court (the enclosures) and the “raw materials” (pillars = foundations;
linen curtains = from the outside look like clouds/water (entering into the cloud as on Sinai;
“unformed and unfilled”)

38.21–39.31 “recapitulates” the structure of Gen 1–2; i.e., general statements about creation
followed by the specific creation of man on the 6th day. 
• 38.21-31 - the materials of the tabernacle
• 39.1-31 - the “creation” of the high priest

Structure of 39.1-43
A The material for making the holy garment for Aaron and his sons (39.1)

B The ephod (39.2-5)
C The onyx stones (39.6-7)

D Breastplate (39.8-21)
C’ The robe of the ephod (39.22-26)

B’ Coats, turban, caps, sash of fine linen (39.27-29)
A’ Holy crown of gold (39.30-31)



3

Day 1 - materials
Day 2 - ephod = firmament
Day 3 - onyx stone = separation of the waters
Day 4 - Breastplate = lights to rule
Day 5 - Robe of ephod = swarms
Day 6 - Linen garments = man
Day 7 - Golden crown = sabbath (“Holy to YHWH” like the Sabbath)

Conclusion: Ex 39.32: Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting was finished,
and the people of Israel did according to all that YHWH had commanded Moses; so they did.
• Parallel: Gen 2.1: “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.”

The high priest is a “walking tabernacle”
• He embodies this creation as its representative, just like Adam.

Tabernacle Images

1. The Tabernacle is a cosmic model
  Zones:

• Heaven Most Holy Place (throne of God)
• Firmament Holy Place (lampstand)
• Land Courtyard (altar)
• Sea Outside the courtyard.

2. The Tabernacle is a model of the people of God

3. The Tabernacle is a model of the individual

The Fall
• Original creation: Ex 25–31
• Moses, as YHWH’s representative, is gone (just as YHWH did in the Garden)
• Beast of the field enters the garden to lead the people astray: Aaron was the “angel” that was

left to guide the bride (cf. 32.21, 25 - Aaron’s responsibility)
• Enmity created
• Restoration:

• angel put in place to lead and guard; 
• two tablets cut - renewal of the covenant; 
• clothed with God’s (fading) glory (2Cor 3) and prepared to fulfill the original vocation

given.

• This gives you an indication of who Israel is: new Adam

Man as builder of God’s house
Man’s vocation is to build the house for God

• Man’s original vocation.
• The new creation is to be patterned after heaven, but it will be built by man empowered by the

Spirit.
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Man as a house-builder images God

Moses “creates” this house of God and then, once everything is done, he evaluates the creation.
• Cf. Ex 39.32-43

Man as a house-builder will present the finished work to the Father

Cf. 1Cor 15.20-28

In Christ we are builders of God’s house.
• Cf. 1Cor 3


